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Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 

 

NOON PROGRAMS-March-April 2012 
 

SCIENCE SERIES  

Walter Grattidge, Coordinator 

 

March 5             Maria Sybilla Merriam, First Female Scientist, Mother of Entomology   
Phil Adams, Civil Engineer, GE (ret) 

 

March 12           Limits to Growth-Revisited 
                           George Wise, Historian (ret), GE Global Research  

                         

March 19           “Where Have All the (Alpine) Flowers Gone?”-Plants and Climate Change 
Nancy Slack, Professor Biology and History of Science, Emeritus (ret) Sage 

Colleges, Albany, N.Y.   

 

March 26   Keeping Your Brain Young – Can Doing Crossword Puzzles, Ballroom Dancing and   

                          Eating Healthy Delay Dementia?                      

    Francisco Gomez, MD Chief of Neurology, Ellis Medicine, Schenectady, N.Y. 

 

SPRING SPECIAL-EXTREME ADVENTURES  

Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator 

 

  April 2        West to East: Bicycling from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean with Bill Kornrumpf, 

retired G.E. Engineer and member of the Edison Tech Center Board of Directors. 

 

 April 9 South to North: Hiking the Appalachian Trail with Millie Gittinger, retired occupational 

therapist and member of the Trail Conservancy. 

 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 

April 16  Hot: Living Through the Next 50 Years on Earth by Mark Hertsgaard; reviewed by Patricia 

Rush, former president of ECOS, Union College (ret). “A fresh take on climate change by a 

renowned journalist driven to protect his daughter, your kids, and the next generation who’ll 

inherit the problem.” 

 

April 23  The Better Angels of Our Nature:Why Violence Has Declined by Steven Pinker; reviewed 

by George Wise, former head of Dudley Observatory,  GE Global Research (ret). “Steven 

Pinker shows …that violence has been diminishing for millennia and we may be living in the 

most peaceful time in our species' existence.” 

 

April 30 Winner-Take-All Politics: How Washington Made the Rich Richer--and Turned Its Back 

on the Middle Class by Jacob Hacker and Paul Pierson; reviewed by Gene Rowland, Friends 

Board Member, retired project manager, GE. “A groundbreaking work that identifies the real 

culprit behind one of the great economic crimes of our time— the growing inequality of 

incomes between the vast majority of Americans and the richest of the rich.” 

 

 

                                             



REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

 

                         March 
Wednesday, March 7 at noon & Thursday, 
March 8 at 7pm 

The Way 
  Emilio Estevez, Martin Sheen, Yorick van 

Wagenigen; Directed by Emilio Estevez 
Rated PG-13; 123 minutes; 2011 
Tom is an American doctor who comes to St. 
Jean Pied de Port, France to collect the remains 
of his adult son, killed in the Pyrenees in a 
storm while walking the Camino de Santiago, 
also known as The Way of Saint James. Rather 

than return home, Tom decides to embark on 
the historical pilgrimage to honor his son's 
desire to finish the journey. On his journey, 

Tom meets other pilgrims from around the 
world, each with their own issues and looking 
for greater meaning in their lives. 

 
Wednesday, March 14 at noon & Thursday, 
March 15 at 7pm 

A Summer in Genoa 
Colin Firth, Stefan, Hope Davis, Catherine 
Keener;Directed by Michael Winterbottom 
Rated R; 94 minutes; 2008  

In the wake of a family tragedy, an English ex-
patriot living in the United States decides to 
relocate himself and his daughters to Italy, 
only to discover that grief has followed them 
overseas when the youngest girl proves unable 
to move past her acute emotional pain.  
 
Wednesday, March 21 at noon & Thursday, 
March 22 at 7pm 

Anonymous 
Rhys Ifans, Vanessa Redgrave, Rafe Spall 
Columbia Pictures; Directed by Roland 
Emmerich Rated PG-13; 130 minutes; 2011  
Set in the political snake-pit of Elizabethan 

England, Anonymous speculates on an issue 
that has for centuries intrigued academics and 
brilliant minds ranging from Mark Twain and 
Charles Dickens to Henry James and Sigmund 
Freud, namely: who was the author of the 
plays credited to William Shakespeare? 
 

Wednesday, March 28 at noon  
& Thursday, March 29 at 7pm 

The Last Lions 
Documentary 
National Geographic Entertainment;  

Directed by Dereck Joubert and Beverly Joubert 
Rated PG; 88 minutes; 2011 
A resilient lioness in Botswana's Okavango 
Delta embarks on an epic journey of survival in 
this nature documentary from National 
Geographic and award-winning filmmakers 
Dereck and Beverly Joubert. Narrated by 

Academy Award winner Jeremy Irons, The Last 
Lions follows Ma di Tau as she races to get her 
cubs to safety during a rampaging fire, and 
fends off ferocious lioness Silver Eye, the 
murderous matriarch of a rival pride. Crossing 
crocodile-infested waters on a quest to reach 
Duba Island, the fiercely protective mother 

discovers that in order for her family to 
survive, she must conquer a herd of buffalos 
with piercing horns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         April 
 
Wednesday, April 4 at noon & Thursday, April 5 
at 7pm 

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 
Gary Oldman, Colin Firth, Tom Hardy 
Focus Features; Directed by Tomas Alfredson 
Rated R; 127 minutes; 2011  
Based on the classic novel of the same name, 
the international thriller is set at the height of 

the Cold War years of the mid-20th Century. 
George Smiley (Gary Oldman), a disgraced 
British spy, is rehired in secret by his 
government – which fears that the British 
Secret Intelligence Service, a.k.a. MI-6, has 

been compromised by a double agent working 
for the Soviets. 

 
Wednesday, April 11 at noon & Thursday, April 
12 at 7pm 

               Hugo 
Sacha Baron Cohen, Ben Kingsley, Asa 
Butterfield Directed by Martin Scorsese 
Rated PG; 127 minutes; 2011 
An orphaned boy secretly lives in the walls of a 

busy Paris train station and looks after the 
clocks. He gets caught up in a mystery 
adventure when he attempts to repair a 
mechanical man. 

 
Wednesday, April 18 at noon & Thursday, April 
19 at 7pm 

Project Nim 
Documentary Feature 
HBO Films; Directed by James Marsh 
Rated PG-13; 93 minutes; 2011 
Nim is the chimpanzee who in the 1970s 
became the focus of a landmark experiment 
which aimed to show that an ape could learn to 

communicate with language if raised and 
nurtured like a human child. Following Nim's 
extraordinary journey through human society, 
and the enduring impact he makes on the 
people he meets along the way, the film is an 
unflinching and unsentimental biography of an 

animal we tried to make human. 

 
Wednesday, April 25 at noon & Thursday, April 26 at 7pm 

Chasing Madoff 
Documentary Feature Cohen Media Group;  
Directed by Jeff Prosserman 

Not Rated; 91 minutes; 2011 
Chasing Madoff is the compelling story of Harry 
Markopolos and his team of investigator's ten-
year struggle to expose the harrowing truth 
behind the infamous Madoff scandal. 
Throughout the decade long investigation, 

Markopolos pieced together a chain of white-
collar predators consisting of bankers, 
lieutenants, and henchmen, all linked to the 
devastating Ponzi scheme. With risk and 
danger apparent, Markopolos and his loyal 
team relentlessly continued to pursue the 
frightening truth. Finding himself trapped in a 

web of epic deceit, the once unassuming 

Boston securities analyst turned vigilante 
investigator now feared for his life and the 
safety of his family, as he discovered no one 
would listen. 
 

 
                          



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Great things are happening in 2012 at the 

Schenectady County Library.  Our beautiful new 

building at the main library is nearing completion, 

the former children’s librarian, Serena Butch, has 

been named assistant director, and many great 

programs have been scheduled. 

  

The Friends of SCPL are donating funds, in 

addition to previous contributions, to supplement 

the budget and to help make the wing a state of the 

art facility.  As you know most of these funds 

have come from our Book Sales and the Whitney 

Book Corner.  Please continue to support us in 

these very successful efforts. 

 

Our Annual Meeting for the Friends of the Library 

will be held at Schenectady County Community 

College on April 10.                 -Bill Leitch              

         

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

 

The following programs will be held at 2:30 pm in 

the McChesney Room: April 22
nd

 - music students 

from SCCC; April 29
th

- French Horns in Concert. 

 

Four years ago, it seemed we could have nothing 

but snow.  The “Beat the Snow” concert series 

started after that snowy winter to give people an 

option: complain about the snow OR go to the 

library for a good afternoon’s entertainment!  

Each year, the snowfall has been less and less.  As 

of this writing on January 30, 2012, there has been 

no real snow at all.  The “Beat the Snow” series 

must be doing something right!  No snow and lots 

of audience members!  The remainder of the series 

is listed below. Do yourself a favor and try one!  

You will be delighted, and you will have Beat the 

Snow!                 -Ron Patrick and Joan Ham 

 

March 4 Schenectady Light Opera Company 

March 11 Adirondack Saxophone Quartet 

March 18 The Etude Club   

March 25 Fairview Avenue Bluegrass Band 

 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

 The WBC is participating in the “Return The 

Favor” program, which gives veterans a discount 

at local businesses.  Our bookstore will be giving 

50% off of any purchase. 

 

The WBC 10
TH  

anniversary is coming up.  The 

anniversary committee is making plans for an 

open house on Thursday, May 3, 2012, 10 am-7 

pm.  Activities for this special day include a 

drawing for a refinished card catalog, distribution 

of coupons for a free book redeemable at the semi-

annual book sale, refreshments and much more.  

Be sure to look for our advertisement on the 

marquee on Erie Blvd!  Bookmarks, pencils, and 

gift baskets will be available to customers 

throughout the anniversary year, compliments of 

Margaret Mazza, WBC volunteer. 

Watch for the Whitney Book Corner segment 

airing April 11 on Ann Parrillo’s “Schenectady 

Today”, Channel 16.      –Gail Karl                   

BOOK SALES 

 

The much anticipated sale of non-fiction books will 

be held February 25 – 27 in the hall of the main 

branch of the library. Self-help books will be at the 

Whitney Book Corner. A new winter hall sale has 

been added on March 24-25 - complete books on 

cassettes will be sold for $.50 and CDs for $2.00. 

The fiction sale, held January 28 – 30, sold 

approximately 1,985 books. These hall sales are a 

happy break from the winter routine for patrons and 

volunteers alike. 

 

Special thanks to Leah and Bill Leonard, and Judy 

Dillenbeck, who worked four days organizing all the 

books and to Nancy Virkler and Valerie Catlin who 

took care of the finances. We had thirty wonderful 

volunteers, who served as cashiers and organizers 

during the three day sale. 

 

The Friends greatly appreciate the wonderful 

cooperation we receive from all the library staff.  We 

especially thank Bob Schumaker, who moved all the 

tax forms temporarily and put up posters and Carla, 

who put up the tables Friday morning, and to Sandy 

Andersen, who did all the graphics and printing. 

Without their help, the sale couldn't happen. Ten hard 

working, efficient people set up the sale from 3:00-

4:00 Fri. afternoon. On Monday, a terrific crew of 

seven people took the remaining books upstairs. 

 

Twenty-two people now work behind the scenes 

weekly sorting all the books from the library and the 

public. Again we thank the staff for constantly 

bringing books from the loading dock up to the 2
nd

 

floor sorting area. The store and book sales are the 

foundation of the Friends fund raising efforts.   

               -Ellie Rowland and Virginia Thompson 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

Renewal time will be coming up shortly for many of 

you.  Keep an eye out for the mailing during March 

and April because there will be a slightly different 

form to return.  As you plan your contribution level, 

remember that all contributions and all fundraised 

dollars, with a small amount for expenses, go toward 

the programs and materials for the library.  Friends 

funds enhance the offerings at all ten library branches 

in the county. Your membership committee is also 

working on providing membership cards that will 

indicate the times of membership (e.g. June 1 to May 

31).  The card will also indicate additional benefits 

you receive as a member of the Friends. 

 

If you received this newsletter in the mail, you are 

already a member of the Friends.  Please share it with 

friends and family who are not members and urge 

them to join.  For $10 or more, they can join the 

hundreds of your neighbors in the county who think 

we have the best library system in the state. 

 

The Friends welcome the following new members: 

Betty Carol Barlyn, Zandra Beardslee, Peggy Bell, 

Katherine Brent, Deanna Desira, L.D. Eis, Lorrian 

Gagne, Kathleen Greene, Margaret Mazza, Catherine 

Montalto, Alice Padula, Schenectady Retired 

Teachers, Kenneth Rochow, Joanne Seltzer and Dori 

Trela.               –John Karl & Rita Moore 



CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Gifts in memory of Phyllis Bowne were received 

from Lorion Korkosz and Kelly Winkworth.  

 

MEMPHIS AT PROCTORS 

FINAL CALL 

 

 Memphis Tickets for FOL Members - Don’t miss 

this opportunity to have a wonderful evening and 

save money as a Friend of the Library.  All ticket 

orders must be postmarked no later than March 8, 

2012.  Details and order forms are available online 

at www.whitneybookcorner.org and at the 

Whitney Book Corner.  

 

VOLUNTEERS CAN BE ANY AGE! 

 

Anna Winters, a senior at Duanesburg High 

School, has volunteered twice a month on 

Saturdays at the Whitney Book Corner for well 

over a year now. She has been an excellent 

ambassador for the Friends with her welcoming, 

friendly and helpful interaction with the customers 

at the store. She is most helpful in finding books 

of interest for the many children who visit the 

store. When Anna won a GE sponsored essay 

award, instead of keeping the money she 

designated the $500 prize to be used to purchase 

books for the Quaker St. branch library. Now 

that’s what we call a volunteer extraordinaire!  

Thank you Anna! 

 

LITERARY TRIPS 

 

The June 9, 2012 trip to Amherst, Massachusetts 

to visit the home of Emily Dickinson and the Eric 

Carle Museum of Picture Book Art is nearly full, 

but we will maintain a waiting list. If interested 

please contact Lisa Holt at 370-1811 or 

lahnisky@yahoo.com. Complete details of the trip 

as well as a registration form can be found at 

www.whitneybookcorner.org. 

 

There is still time to sign up for the September, 

2012 trip to Ireland. Contact John Goldsmith at 

406-5459 or musicman1853@aol.com  or find 

details at www.whitneybookcorner.org.  

 

POETRY GALA 

 

It’s not too early to start thinking about the Poetry 

Gala to be held on  Sunday, April 15, 2012 in the 

McChesney Room. Come to recite; come to hear; 

come to a lovely afternoon in April. Light 

refreshments will be available at 2 p.m., with 

readings to follow from 2:30-4 p.m. If you would 

like to read or recite a favorite poem, call Linda 

Witkowski at 374-7904. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

If you have any questions regarding programs at 

the library, membership or just want to make a 

suggestion, contact us at 

friendslibrary12305@gmail.com  Also, 

newsletters can be viewed online at 

www.whitneybookcorner.org. or www.scpl.org . 

 

 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

 

A new One County, One Book program has been 

announced for 2012. Nominations for books will be 

taken from February 27 through April 15.  

Nomination forms will be located in all ten branch 

libraries and the Whitney Book Corner.  Please take 

the opportunity to submit any fiction or non-fiction 

titles that you think would make a great community 

read.  Community members interested in serving on 

the book selection committee for the next read may 

contact Karen Bradley at 388-4533 or 

kbradley@mvls.info 

  

Sunday, March 18th at 3:00 pm: David Pietrusza, 

local historian, and author of  1948: Harry Truman's 

Improbable Victory and the Year that Transformed 

America's Role in the World , will hold a program at 

the George E. Franchere Educational Center at the 

Mabee Farm Historic Site, 1080 Main St. (5S), 

Rotterdam Junction. The library and the Schenectady 

County Historical Society are partnering on this 

program. A book sale and signing will be conducted 

by the Open Door Bookstore following the program; 

a 20% discount is available for those who place an 

order by calling the store no later than Tuesday, 

March 13th, at 346-2719. Register for the program by 

calling 388-4511. 

 

Saturday, March 31, 2012, at 10:30 am: Alice 

Ozma , author of the bestselling book, The Reading 

Promise: My Father and the Books We  

Shared, will appear in the McChesney Room. 

Registration is recommended by calling 388-4511. 

Doors open at 10:00 am. A book sale and signing will 

be conducted by the Open Door Bookstore following 

the program and you may receive a 20% discount if 

you call the store no later than Tuesday, March 27th, 

at 346-2719. Attend the program and learn how to set 

up your own reading streak. 

 

Saturday, April 21st, 2012 at 10:00 am: Ricki 

Lewis local author of The Forever Fix: Gene Therapy 

and the Boy who Saved It, will appear in the 

McChesney Room to kick off a three part series 

which will include a book discussion of The Immortal 

Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot, and a 

program with genetic counselors on making a family 

tree.  Two local families are featured in this book and 

you may have a chance to meet them. A book sale 

and signing will be conducted by the Open Door 

Bookstore following the program and you may 

receive a 20% discount if you call the store no later 

than Tuesday, April 17th, at 346-2719.  
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COMING SOON – SAVE THE DATES! 
 

NEW THIS YEAR! 

 IN THE LIBRARY LOBBY 

MARCH 24-25 

     MINI SALE 

COMPLETE BOOKS ON CASSETTE - $.50 

CD-$2.00 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Friends of Schenectady County Public Library – 46th Annual Dinner Meeting 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012, 5:00 p.m., Van Curler Room 

Schenectady County Community College (SCCC) 

178 Washington Avenue, Schenectady 

 

Evening’s Schedule:   5:00 p.m. – Social Hour (wine, cheese and crackers) 

                                     5:45 p.m.  – Musical Interlude 

                                     6:00 p.m.  – Dinner  
 

Speakers:        The How and Why of eBooks   presented by: 

  Mary Ann Warner, Adult Services Coordinator, Schenectady County Public Library  

             Serena Butch, Assistant Director, Schenectady County Public Library  

 

Concerning the Dinner in the Van Curler Room: The culinary arts students at SCCC prepare each dish. Both 

the culinary arts and hotel and restaurant management students provide the dining room service.   
 

The Menu: 
 

 Baby mixed green salad with cherry tomatoes and fresh mozzarella cheese, served with balsamic vinaigrette  

Choice of Entrees:  

 Sautéed boneless chicken breast served with a Dijon white wine sauce 

 Broiled salmon with crabmeat and asparagus 

 Stuffed grilled portabella mushroom 

Chef’s choice of seasonal spring vegetable 

Fresh rolls and butter 

Mixed berry shortcake 

Coffee or tea 
  
ELECTIONS - the nominating committee will present the following persons for officers and directors: 
 

    Officers:   President: Bill Leitch; 1st Vice President: Gene Rowland; 2nd Vice President: Fred 

Eddy; Secretary: Mary Beth Barbagelata; Treasurer: Nancy Virkler 
 

Directors:  For an initial three year term:  Tricia Margas, Kathy August, Patti Rotunda                                     
 

   Further information concerning the candidates will be presented at the meeting.   
 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: 

 From the east via Route 5, State Street, turn left at Washington Avenue in front of the College. Turn 

right into main parking lot.  
 From the west (Scotia/Glenville), via Route 5, turn right at the "Schenectady County Community College" exit 

ramp off the Western Gateway Bridge. Turn left at stop sign into main parking lot.  

 From south and east: Take I-90, New York Thruway, to Exit 25, "Schenectady." Take I-890 West to Exit 4C- 

"To Route 5, Scotia." At the traffic light, turn left on to State Street, Route 5 West (Western Gateway Bridge) for 

1/10 mile. Take the "Schenectady County Community College" exit ramp on the right. At stop sign (Columbus 

Drive), turn right; at the next stop sign, turn left into main parking lot.  

 From the north (via the Northway, I-87): Take I-87 South to the New York State Thruway, I-90 West. Take 

Thruway to Exit 25, “Schenectady.” Take I-890 West to Exit 4C – “To Route 5, Scotia.” At the traffic light at end 

of ramp, turn left on to State Street, Route 5 West (Western Gateway Bridge) for 1/10 mile. Take the 

“Schenectady County Community College/Gateway Landing” exit ramp on the right. At stop sign (Columbus 

Drive), turn right; at the next stop sign, turn left into main parking lot.  
 

Reservations Must Be Made By Monday, March 26 – Please Use Form Below 
 

 

Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library  Annual Dinner Meeting Reservation 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012 @ 5:00 p.m.   Van Curler Dining Room 
 

Number attending_________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed_________________@ $20.00/person 

 

Attendee names (Please print)                 Circle one choice of entree 

 

____________________________________ Chicken  Salmon     Vegetarian 

 

____________________________________ Chicken Salmon      Vegetarian 

 

Please make check payable to Friends of SCPL and mail by March 26 to: 

Simon Weinstein 

4036 Windsor Drive 

Niskayuna, NY 12309  
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NOON PROGRAMS-March-April 2012 
 

SCIENCE SERIES  

Walter Grattidge, Coordinator 

 

March 5             Maria Sybilla Merriam, First Female Scientist, Mother of Entomology   
Phil Adams, Civil Engineer, GE (ret) 

 

March 12           Limits to Growth-Revisited 
                           George Wise, Historian (ret), GE Global Research  

                         

March 19           “Where Have All the (Alpine) Flowers Gone?”-Plants and Climate Change 
Nancy Slack, Professor Biology and History of Science, Emeritus (ret) Sage 

Colleges, Albany, N.Y.   

 

March 26   Keeping Your Brain Young – Can Doing Crossword Puzzles, Ballroom Dancing and   

                          Eating Healthy Delay Dementia?                      

    Francisco Gomez, MD Chief of Neurology, Ellis Medicine, Schenectady, N.Y. 

 

SPRING SPECIAL-EXTREME ADVENTURES  

Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator 

 

  April 2        West to East: Bicycling from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean with Bill Kornrumpf, 

retired G.E. Engineer and member of the Edison Tech Center Board of Directors. 

 

 April 9 South to North: Hiking the Appalachian Trail with Millie Gittinger, retired occupational 

therapist and member of the Trail Conservancy. 

 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 

April 16  Hot: Living Through the Next 50 Years on Earth by Mark Hertsgaard; reviewed by Patricia 

Rush, former president of ECOS, Union College (ret). “A fresh take on climate change by a 

renowned journalist driven to protect his daughter, your kids, and the next generation who’ll 

inherit the problem.” 

 

April 23  The Better Angels of Our Nature:Why Violence Has Declined by Steven Pinker; reviewed 

by George Wise, former head of Dudley Observatory,  GE Global Research (ret). “Steven 

Pinker shows …that violence has been diminishing for millennia and we may be living in the 

most peaceful time in our species' existence.” 

 

April 30 Winner-Take-All Politics: How Washington Made the Rich Richer--and Turned Its Back 

on the Middle Class by Jacob Hacker and Paul Pierson; reviewed by Gene Rowland, Friends 

Board Member, retired project manager, GE. “A groundbreaking work that identifies the real 

culprit behind one of the great economic crimes of our time— the growing inequality of 

incomes between the vast majority of Americans and the richest of the rich.” 

 

 

                                             



REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

 

                         March 
Wednesday, March 7 at noon & Thursday, 
March 8 at 7pm 

The Way 
  Emilio Estevez, Martin Sheen, Yorick van 

Wagenigen; Directed by Emilio Estevez 
Rated PG-13; 123 minutes; 2011 
Tom is an American doctor who comes to St. 
Jean Pied de Port, France to collect the remains 
of his adult son, killed in the Pyrenees in a 
storm while walking the Camino de Santiago, 
also known as The Way of Saint James. Rather 

than return home, Tom decides to embark on 
the historical pilgrimage to honor his son's 
desire to finish the journey. On his journey, 

Tom meets other pilgrims from around the 
world, each with their own issues and looking 
for greater meaning in their lives. 

 
Wednesday, March 14 at noon & Thursday, 
March 15 at 7pm 

A Summer in Genoa 
Colin Firth, Stefan, Hope Davis, Catherine 
Keener;Directed by Michael Winterbottom 
Rated R; 94 minutes; 2008  

In the wake of a family tragedy, an English ex-
patriot living in the United States decides to 
relocate himself and his daughters to Italy, 
only to discover that grief has followed them 
overseas when the youngest girl proves unable 
to move past her acute emotional pain.  
 
Wednesday, March 21 at noon & Thursday, 
March 22 at 7pm 

Anonymous 
Rhys Ifans, Vanessa Redgrave, Rafe Spall 
Columbia Pictures; Directed by Roland 
Emmerich Rated PG-13; 130 minutes; 2011  
Set in the political snake-pit of Elizabethan 

England, Anonymous speculates on an issue 
that has for centuries intrigued academics and 
brilliant minds ranging from Mark Twain and 
Charles Dickens to Henry James and Sigmund 
Freud, namely: who was the author of the 
plays credited to William Shakespeare? 
 

Wednesday, March 28 at noon  
& Thursday, March 29 at 7pm 

The Last Lions 
Documentary 
National Geographic Entertainment;  

Directed by Dereck Joubert and Beverly Joubert 
Rated PG; 88 minutes; 2011 
A resilient lioness in Botswana's Okavango 
Delta embarks on an epic journey of survival in 
this nature documentary from National 
Geographic and award-winning filmmakers 
Dereck and Beverly Joubert. Narrated by 

Academy Award winner Jeremy Irons, The Last 
Lions follows Ma di Tau as she races to get her 
cubs to safety during a rampaging fire, and 
fends off ferocious lioness Silver Eye, the 
murderous matriarch of a rival pride. Crossing 
crocodile-infested waters on a quest to reach 
Duba Island, the fiercely protective mother 

discovers that in order for her family to 
survive, she must conquer a herd of buffalos 
with piercing horns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         April 
 
Wednesday, April 4 at noon & Thursday, April 5 
at 7pm 

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 
Gary Oldman, Colin Firth, Tom Hardy 
Focus Features; Directed by Tomas Alfredson 
Rated R; 127 minutes; 2011  
Based on the classic novel of the same name, 
the international thriller is set at the height of 

the Cold War years of the mid-20th Century. 
George Smiley (Gary Oldman), a disgraced 
British spy, is rehired in secret by his 
government – which fears that the British 
Secret Intelligence Service, a.k.a. MI-6, has 

been compromised by a double agent working 
for the Soviets. 

 
Wednesday, April 11 at noon & Thursday, April 
12 at 7pm 

               Hugo 
Sacha Baron Cohen, Ben Kingsley, Asa 
Butterfield Directed by Martin Scorsese 
Rated PG; 127 minutes; 2011 
An orphaned boy secretly lives in the walls of a 

busy Paris train station and looks after the 
clocks. He gets caught up in a mystery 
adventure when he attempts to repair a 
mechanical man. 

 
Wednesday, April 18 at noon & Thursday, April 
19 at 7pm 

Project Nim 
Documentary Feature 
HBO Films; Directed by James Marsh 
Rated PG-13; 93 minutes; 2011 
Nim is the chimpanzee who in the 1970s 
became the focus of a landmark experiment 
which aimed to show that an ape could learn to 

communicate with language if raised and 
nurtured like a human child. Following Nim's 
extraordinary journey through human society, 
and the enduring impact he makes on the 
people he meets along the way, the film is an 
unflinching and unsentimental biography of an 

animal we tried to make human. 

 
Wednesday, April 25 at noon & Thursday, April 26 at 7pm 

Chasing Madoff 
Documentary Feature Cohen Media Group;  
Directed by Jeff Prosserman 

Not Rated; 91 minutes; 2011 
Chasing Madoff is the compelling story of Harry 
Markopolos and his team of investigator's ten-
year struggle to expose the harrowing truth 
behind the infamous Madoff scandal. 
Throughout the decade long investigation, 

Markopolos pieced together a chain of white-
collar predators consisting of bankers, 
lieutenants, and henchmen, all linked to the 
devastating Ponzi scheme. With risk and 
danger apparent, Markopolos and his loyal 
team relentlessly continued to pursue the 
frightening truth. Finding himself trapped in a 

web of epic deceit, the once unassuming 

Boston securities analyst turned vigilante 
investigator now feared for his life and the 
safety of his family, as he discovered no one 
would listen. 
 

 
                          



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Great things are happening in 2012 at the 

Schenectady County Library.  Our beautiful new 

building at the main library is nearing completion, 

the former children’s librarian, Serena Butch, has 

been named assistant director, and many great 

programs have been scheduled. 

  

The Friends of SCPL are donating funds, in 

addition to previous contributions, to supplement 

the budget and to help make the wing a state of the 

art facility.  As you know most of these funds 

have come from our Book Sales and the Whitney 

Book Corner.  Please continue to support us in 

these very successful efforts. 

 

Our Annual Meeting for the Friends of the Library 

will be held at Schenectady County Community 

College on April 10.                 -Bill Leitch              

         

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

 

The following programs will be held at 2:30 pm in 

the McChesney Room: April 22
nd

 - music students 

from SCCC; April 29
th

- French Horns in Concert. 

 

Four years ago, it seemed we could have nothing 

but snow.  The “Beat the Snow” concert series 

started after that snowy winter to give people an 

option: complain about the snow OR go to the 

library for a good afternoon’s entertainment!  

Each year, the snowfall has been less and less.  As 

of this writing on January 30, 2012, there has been 

no real snow at all.  The “Beat the Snow” series 

must be doing something right!  No snow and lots 

of audience members!  The remainder of the series 

is listed below. Do yourself a favor and try one!  

You will be delighted, and you will have Beat the 

Snow!                 -Ron Patrick and Joan Ham 

 

March 4 Schenectady Light Opera Company 

March 11 Adirondack Saxophone Quartet 

March 18 The Etude Club   

March 25 Fairview Avenue Bluegrass Band 

 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

 The WBC is participating in the “Return The 

Favor” program, which gives veterans a discount 

at local businesses.  Our bookstore will be giving 

50% off of any purchase. 

 

The WBC 10
TH  

anniversary is coming up.  The 

anniversary committee is making plans for an 

open house on Thursday, May 3, 2012, 10 am-7 

pm.  Activities for this special day include a 

drawing for a refinished card catalog, distribution 

of coupons for a free book redeemable at the semi-

annual book sale, refreshments and much more.  

Be sure to look for our advertisement on the 

marquee on Erie Blvd!  Bookmarks, pencils, and 

gift baskets will be available to customers 

throughout the anniversary year, compliments of 

Margaret Mazza, WBC volunteer. 

Watch for the Whitney Book Corner segment 

airing April 11 on Ann Parrillo’s “Schenectady 

Today”, Channel 16.      –Gail Karl                   

BOOK SALES 

 

The much anticipated sale of non-fiction books will 

be held February 25 – 27 in the hall of the main 

branch of the library. Self-help books will be at the 

Whitney Book Corner. A new winter hall sale has 

been added on March 24-25 - complete books on 

cassettes will be sold for $.50 and CDs for $2.00. 

The fiction sale, held January 28 – 30, sold 

approximately 1,985 books. These hall sales are a 

happy break from the winter routine for patrons and 

volunteers alike. 

 

Special thanks to Leah and Bill Leonard, and Judy 

Dillenbeck, who worked four days organizing all the 

books and to Nancy Virkler and Valerie Catlin who 

took care of the finances. We had thirty wonderful 

volunteers, who served as cashiers and organizers 

during the three day sale. 

 

The Friends greatly appreciate the wonderful 

cooperation we receive from all the library staff.  We 

especially thank Bob Schumaker, who moved all the 

tax forms temporarily and put up posters and Carla, 

who put up the tables Friday morning, and to Sandy 

Andersen, who did all the graphics and printing. 

Without their help, the sale couldn't happen. Ten hard 

working, efficient people set up the sale from 3:00-

4:00 Fri. afternoon. On Monday, a terrific crew of 

seven people took the remaining books upstairs. 

 

Twenty-two people now work behind the scenes 

weekly sorting all the books from the library and the 

public. Again we thank the staff for constantly 

bringing books from the loading dock up to the 2
nd

 

floor sorting area. The store and book sales are the 

foundation of the Friends fund raising efforts.   

               -Ellie Rowland and Virginia Thompson 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

Renewal time will be coming up shortly for many of 

you.  Keep an eye out for the mailing during March 

and April because there will be a slightly different 

form to return.  As you plan your contribution level, 

remember that all contributions and all fundraised 

dollars, with a small amount for expenses, go toward 

the programs and materials for the library.  Friends 

funds enhance the offerings at all ten library branches 

in the county. Your membership committee is also 

working on providing membership cards that will 

indicate the times of membership (e.g. June 1 to May 

31).  The card will also indicate additional benefits 

you receive as a member of the Friends. 

 

If you received this newsletter in the mail, you are 

already a member of the Friends.  Please share it with 

friends and family who are not members and urge 

them to join.  For $10 or more, they can join the 

hundreds of your neighbors in the county who think 

we have the best library system in the state. 

 

The Friends welcome the following new members: 

Betty Carol Barlyn, Zandra Beardslee, Peggy Bell, 

Katherine Brent, Deanna Desira, L.D. Eis, Lorrian 

Gagne, Kathleen Greene, Margaret Mazza, Catherine 

Montalto, Alice Padula, Schenectady Retired 

Teachers, Kenneth Rochow, Joanne Seltzer and Dori 

Trela.               –John Karl & Rita Moore 



CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Gifts in memory of Phyllis Bowne were received 

from Lorion Korkosz and Kelly Winkworth.  

 

MEMPHIS AT PROCTORS 

FINAL CALL 

 

 Memphis Tickets for FOL Members - Don’t miss 

this opportunity to have a wonderful evening and 

save money as a Friend of the Library.  All ticket 

orders must be postmarked no later than March 8, 

2012.  Details and order forms are available online 

at www.whitneybookcorner.org and at the 

Whitney Book Corner.  

 

VOLUNTEERS CAN BE ANY AGE! 

 

Anna Winters, a senior at Duanesburg High 

School, has volunteered twice a month on 

Saturdays at the Whitney Book Corner for well 

over a year now. She has been an excellent 

ambassador for the Friends with her welcoming, 

friendly and helpful interaction with the customers 

at the store. She is most helpful in finding books 

of interest for the many children who visit the 

store. When Anna won a GE sponsored essay 

award, instead of keeping the money she 

designated the $500 prize to be used to purchase 

books for the Quaker St. branch library. Now 

that’s what we call a volunteer extraordinaire!  

Thank you Anna! 

 

LITERARY TRIPS 

 

The June 9, 2012 trip to Amherst, Massachusetts 

to visit the home of Emily Dickinson and the Eric 

Carle Museum of Picture Book Art is nearly full, 

but we will maintain a waiting list. If interested 

please contact Lisa Holt at 370-1811 or 

lahnisky@yahoo.com. Complete details of the trip 

as well as a registration form can be found at 

www.whitneybookcorner.org. 

 

There is still time to sign up for the September, 

2012 trip to Ireland. Contact John Goldsmith at 

406-5459 or musicman1853@aol.com  or find 

details at www.whitneybookcorner.org.  

 

POETRY GALA 

 

It’s not too early to start thinking about the Poetry 

Gala to be held on  Sunday, April 15, 2012 in the 

McChesney Room. Come to recite; come to hear; 

come to a lovely afternoon in April. Light 

refreshments will be available at 2 p.m., with 

readings to follow from 2:30-4 p.m. If you would 

like to read or recite a favorite poem, call Linda 

Witkowski at 374-7904. 

 

CONTACT US 

 

If you have any questions regarding programs at 

the library, membership or just want to make a 

suggestion, contact us at 

friendslibrary12305@gmail.com  Also, 

newsletters can be viewed online at 

www.whitneybookcorner.org. or www.scpl.org . 

 

 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

 

A new One County, One Book program has been 

announced for 2012. Nominations for books will be 

taken from February 27 through April 15.  

Nomination forms will be located in all ten branch 

libraries and the Whitney Book Corner.  Please take 

the opportunity to submit any fiction or non-fiction 

titles that you think would make a great community 

read.  Community members interested in serving on 

the book selection committee for the next read may 

contact Karen Bradley at 388-4533 or 

kbradley@mvls.info 

  

Sunday, March 18th at 3:00 pm: David Pietrusza, 

local historian, and author of  1948: Harry Truman's 

Improbable Victory and the Year that Transformed 

America's Role in the World , will hold a program at 

the George E. Franchere Educational Center at the 

Mabee Farm Historic Site, 1080 Main St. (5S), 

Rotterdam Junction. The library and the Schenectady 

County Historical Society are partnering on this 

program. A book sale and signing will be conducted 

by the Open Door Bookstore following the program; 

a 20% discount is available for those who place an 

order by calling the store no later than Tuesday, 

March 13th, at 346-2719. Register for the program by 

calling 388-4511. 

 

Saturday, March 31, 2012, at 10:30 am: Alice 

Ozma , author of the bestselling book, The Reading 

Promise: My Father and the Books We  

Shared, will appear in the McChesney Room. 

Registration is recommended by calling 388-4511. 

Doors open at 10:00 am. A book sale and signing will 

be conducted by the Open Door Bookstore following 

the program and you may receive a 20% discount if 

you call the store no later than Tuesday, March 27th, 

at 346-2719. Attend the program and learn how to set 

up your own reading streak. 

 

Saturday, April 21st, 2012 at 10:00 am: Ricki 

Lewis local author of The Forever Fix: Gene Therapy 

and the Boy who Saved It, will appear in the 

McChesney Room to kick off a three part series 

which will include a book discussion of The Immortal 

Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot, and a 

program with genetic counselors on making a family 

tree.  Two local families are featured in this book and 

you may have a chance to meet them. A book sale 

and signing will be conducted by the Open Door 

Bookstore following the program and you may 

receive a 20% discount if you call the store no later 

than Tuesday, April 17th, at 346-2719.  
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Friends of Schenectady County Public Library – 46th Annual Dinner Meeting 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012, 5:00 p.m., Van Curler Room 

Schenectady County Community College (SCCC) 

178 Washington Avenue, Schenectady 

 

Evening’s Schedule:   5:00 p.m. – Social Hour (wine, cheese and crackers) 

                                     5:45 p.m.  – Musical Interlude 

                                     6:00 p.m.  – Dinner  
 

Speakers:        The How and Why of eBooks   presented by: 

  Mary Ann Warner, Adult Services Coordinator, Schenectady County Public Library  

             Serena Butch, Assistant Director, Schenectady County Public Library  

 

Concerning the Dinner in the Van Curler Room: The culinary arts students at SCCC prepare each dish. Both 

the culinary arts and hotel and restaurant management students provide the dining room service.   
 

The Menu: 
 

 Baby mixed green salad with cherry tomatoes and fresh mozzarella cheese, served with balsamic vinaigrette  

Choice of Entrees:  

 Sautéed boneless chicken breast served with a Dijon white wine sauce 

 Broiled salmon with crabmeat and asparagus 

 Stuffed grilled portabella mushroom 

Chef’s choice of seasonal spring vegetable 

Fresh rolls and butter 

Mixed berry shortcake 

Coffee or tea 
  
ELECTIONS - the nominating committee will present the following persons for officers and directors: 
 

    Officers:   President: Bill Leitch; 1st Vice President: Gene Rowland; 2nd Vice President: Fred 

Eddy; Secretary: Mary Beth Barbagelata; Treasurer: Nancy Virkler 
 

Directors:  For an initial three year term:  Tricia Margas, Kathy August, Patti Rotunda                                     
 

   Further information concerning the candidates will be presented at the meeting.   
 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: 

 From the east via Route 5, State Street, turn left at Washington Avenue in front of the College. Turn 

right into main parking lot.  
 From the west (Scotia/Glenville), via Route 5, turn right at the "Schenectady County Community College" exit 

ramp off the Western Gateway Bridge. Turn left at stop sign into main parking lot.  

 From south and east: Take I-90, New York Thruway, to Exit 25, "Schenectady." Take I-890 West to Exit 4C- 

"To Route 5, Scotia." At the traffic light, turn left on to State Street, Route 5 West (Western Gateway Bridge) for 

1/10 mile. Take the "Schenectady County Community College" exit ramp on the right. At stop sign (Columbus 

Drive), turn right; at the next stop sign, turn left into main parking lot.  

 From the north (via the Northway, I-87): Take I-87 South to the New York State Thruway, I-90 West. Take 

Thruway to Exit 25, “Schenectady.” Take I-890 West to Exit 4C – “To Route 5, Scotia.” At the traffic light at end 

of ramp, turn left on to State Street, Route 5 West (Western Gateway Bridge) for 1/10 mile. Take the 

“Schenectady County Community College/Gateway Landing” exit ramp on the right. At stop sign (Columbus 

Drive), turn right; at the next stop sign, turn left into main parking lot.  
 

Reservations Must Be Made By Monday, March 26 – Please Use Form Below 
 

 

Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library  Annual Dinner Meeting Reservation 

Tuesday, April 10, 2012 @ 5:00 p.m.   Van Curler Dining Room 
 

Number attending_________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed_________________@ $20.00/person 

 

Attendee names (Please print)                 Circle one choice of entree 

 

____________________________________ Chicken  Salmon     Vegetarian 

 

____________________________________ Chicken Salmon      Vegetarian 

 

Please make check payable to Friends of SCPL and mail by March 26 to: 

Simon Weinstein 

4036 Windsor Drive 

Niskayuna, NY 12309  



 

COMING SOON – SAVE THE DATES! 
 

NEW THIS YEAR! 

 IN THE LIBRARY LOBBY 

MARCH 24-25 

     MINI SALE 

COMPLETE BOOKS ON CASSETTE - $.50 

CD-$2.00 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


