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Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 
 

NOON PROGRAMS 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 
Sept. 13 Species, Serpents, Spirits and Skulls: Science at the Margins of the Victorian Era by Dr. 

Sherrie Lyons; reviewed by the author, Assistant Professor at the Center for Distance Learning 
of Empire State College, State University of New York.  The book explores the distinctions 
between science and pseudoscience. 

 
Sept. 20 The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brain by Nicholas Carr; reviewed by Dr. 

Edwin Reilly, SCPL Trustee, President, Schenectady County Historical Society. “Carr carefully 
examines the most important topic in contemporary culture—the mental and social 
transformation created by our new electronic environment.” 

 
Sept. 27 Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition by Daniel Okrent; reviewed by Roy Williams, 

retired science teacher, Niskayuna School System. “Okrent has taken on a formidable subject: 
the origins, implementation, and failure of that great American delusion known as Prohibition.” 

 
Oct. 4 The Age of Wonder: The Romantic Generation and the Discovery of the Beauty and 

Terror of Science by Richard Holmes; reviewed by Dr. Walter Au Clair, UCALL presenter, 
Professor Emeritus, RPI. “The Romantic imagination was inspired, not alienated, by scientific 
advances, argues this captivating history. Holmes, author of a much-admired biography of 
Coleridge, focuses on prominent British scientists of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.” 

 
Oct. 18 The Korean War: A History by Bruce Cumings; reviewed by Dr. Thomas Kelly, retired 

History Professor, Siena College. “A bracing account of a war that lingers in our collective 
memory as both ambiguous and unjustly ignored…..With access to new evidence and secret 
materials from both here and abroad, including an archive of captured North Korean 
documents, Cumings reveals the war as it was actually fought.” 

 
Oct. 25 In a special program, Dr. Patti Hammond, Vice-President of Ellis Hospital, will discuss the 

topic of Health Care in Schenectady County. 
 
Nov. 1 Stones Into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan by Greg Mortenson; reviewed by William Poppino, published poet, GE retiree, 
former mountain climber. “Mortenson’s best-seller, Three Cups of Tea, introduced his 
commitment to peace through education and became a book-club phenomenon. He now 
continues the story of how the Central Asia Institute (CAI) built schools in northern 
Afghanistan.” 

 

 

LITERARY DESTINATIONS 
 
On Saturday, October 2, 2010, the Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library will sponsor their 
next Literary Trip to Vermont to attend the 9th annual Brattleboro Literary Festival.  Among the authors 
presenting are Sue Miller, Jeffrey Zaslow, Ellen Fitzpatrick, and British author Helen Simonson.  All events 
are free.  Those attending the Festival will be on their own all day to attend the author sessions of their own 
choosing.  The Festival will take place throughout the town and will involve quite a lot of walking; anyone 
with mobility problems may find the day a challenge.  
 
The Wade Tour bus will depart promptly at 7:00 a.m. from the Barnes and Noble book store on the State 

Street side of the parking lot at Mohawk Commons, Niskayuna.  The estimated return time is 8 p.m.  The 
trip costs $30 for Friends of SCPL members and $40 for non-members.  Lunch is on your own.  There will 
be no dinner stop but participants can order an optional brown bag lunch for the return trip which will cost an 
additional $10.   Registration forms, which are due no later than September 10, 2010, can be found at the 
library, on the library web site and at the Whitney Book Corner.  Questions? Contact Lisa Holt at 
lahnisky@yahoo.com or 370-1811. 



REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

IS ALFRED HITCHCOCK MONTH 

 

Wednesday, September 1 at noon & Thursday, 
September 2 at 7pm 

Rear Window 
James Stewart, Grace Kelly, Thelma Ritter, Raymond 

Burr 

Universal Pictures; Directed by Alfred Hitchcock 
Rated PG; 112 minutes; 1954 

Wheelchair-bound photojournalist L.B. Jeffries (James 
Stewart) and his beautiful fiance Lisa Fremont (Grace 

Kelly) spy on their neighbors and then solve a brutal 
murder no one else believes occurred. 

 
Wednesday, September 8 at noon & Thursday, 

September 9 at 7pm 

To Catch A Thief 
Gary Grant, Grace Kelly, John Williams  

Paramount Pictures; Directed by Alfred Hitchcock  
Not Rated; 106 minutes; 1955  

Based on the novel by David Dodge, TO CATCH A 
THIEF tells the story of a retired jewel thief, John 

Robie (Cary Grant), living a blameless life on the 
French Riviera. When a series of jewel robberies 

begin to take place on the Riviera, Robie is the 
natural suspect. 

 

Wednesday, September 15 at noon & Thursday, 
September 16 at 7pm 

Vertigo 
James Stewart, Kim Novak 

Universal Pictures; Directed by Alfred Hitchcock 

Rated PG; 126 minutes; 1958 
A retired police detective (James Stewart) must 

overcome vertigo and his obsession for a friend’s wife 
(Kim Novak) in this eerie tale of passion. 

 
Wednesday, September 22 at noon & Thursday, 

September 23 at 7pm 

North By Northwest 
Cary Grant, Eva Marie Saint, James Mason 

MGM/UA; Directed by Alfred Hitchcock 
Not Rated; 136 minutes; 1959 

Roger (Cary Grant), an unsuspecting businessman, is 
mistaken for a spy by a secret agent (James Mason). 

One of Hitchcock's personal favorites, the film 
combines a tense, harrowing pace with the fear of 

calamity lurking behind every door—truly the work of 

a master. 

 

Wednesday, September 29 at noon & Thursday, 
September 30 at 7pm 

Psycho 
Anthony Perkins, Janet Leigh, Vera Miles 

Universal Pictures; Directed by Alfred Hitchcock 
Black and White; Not Rated; 109 minutes; 1960 

Certainly Hitchcock's most unrelenting exercise in 
terror, PSYCHO remains one of the most terrifying 

films of all time. Countlessly imitated but never 

equaled, PSYCHO's tale of a strange young man and 
his possessive mother features the now-famous 

shower scene, the sinister Bates Motel, and the 
creepy house that overlooks it.  

 

                    
 
 

OCTOBER 

 
 

Wednesday, October 6 at noon & Thursday, 
October 7 at 7pm 

Big Fan 
Patton Oswalt, Michael Rappaport, Kevin Corrigan 
First Independent Pictures; Directed by Robert Siegel 

Rated R; 86 minutes; 2009 
Paul Aufiero is a lonely New Yorker whose true 

passion is the New York Giants. When Paul and one 
of his friends spot their favorite player, they follow 

him only to find themselves being beaten up by him 
when he thinks they are stalkers. Ending up in the 

hospital, Paul finds himself the most hated man in the 
city when the people find that he is responsible for his 

favorite player being unable to hit the field on 
account of pending litigation. 

 
Wednesday, October 13 at noon & Thursday, 
October 14 at 7pm 

Crazy 
Waylon Payne, Ali Larter, Katherine McPhee 

Screen Media Films; Directed by Rick Bieber 

Rated R; 106 minutes; 2010  
Inspired by the life of Hank Garland, Crazy is the 

story of a legendary guitar player who emerged from 
Nashville in the 1950s. Brimming with the sounds and 

personalities of 1950s Nashville, it is the story of 
legendary guitar player Hank Garland, who played 

music on his own terms with the likes of Roy Orbison, 
Patsy Cline, Hank Williams, and Elvis Presley. Details 

the life of a star burned out too quickly; Garland 
pioneered music from country to jazz, but a hot 

temper and whirlwind romantic life lead to early 
tragedy. Captures one of the greatest musicians of 

the past century and the legacy he left behind. 

 

Wednesday, October 20 at noon & Thursday, 

October 21 at 7pm 

The Owl and the Sparrow 
Cat Ly, The Lu Le, Han Thi Pham 
Image Entertainment; Directed by Stephane Gauger 

Rated PG; 98 minutes; 2007; Vietnamese with English 
subtitles 

On the bustling streets of Saigon, three very different 

people all seeking connection are about to collide. A 
beautiful flight attendant looking for love. A 

zookeeper hiding within his animal kingdom to nurse 
a broken heart. And the young flower-selling runaway 

who brings them together. But to avoid the 
authorities and a strict uncle tracking her down, she 

will need all of her cleverness and determination if 
she is going to grab any chance at lasting happiness. 

 
Wednesday, October 27 at noon & Thursday, 

October 28 at 7pm 

The City of Your Final Destination 
Anthony Hopkins, Laura Linney, Charlotte Gainsbourg 

Screen Media Films; Directed by James Ivory 
Rated PG-13; 118 minutes; 2010  

28-year-old Kansas University doctoral student Omar 
Razaghi has won a grant to write a biography of Latin 

American writer Jules Gund. Omar must get through 
to three people who were close to Gund - his brother, 

widow and younger mistress - so he can get 
authorization to write the biography. 

 

 
 
 
 



        
 

LITERARY ENGLAND IN SPRINGTIME 

 May 14 – 28, 2011 
 

Join the Friends of the Library next spring as they tour literary England on a custom 
planned two week journey that will include visits to the homes of some of England’s 
most well known authors as well as some of its greatest cathedrals, stately homes, castles 
and gardens.  The trip begins with a two night stay in London before heading south to 
Kent and Winchester, then continues north via the Cotswolds, Stratford-on-Avon and 
onto the Lake District National Park and back to London.  
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TRIP 

 

• The Charles Dickens House & Museum 

• Chartwell, Sir Winston Churchill’s home and Blenheim Palace, his birthplace 

• Sissinghurst Castle Garden 

• Jane Austen’s home as well as Winchester Cathedral, where she is buried 

• Exbury Gardens 

• Shakespeare’s birthplace and an evening performance at the Royal Shakespeare 
Theatre, Stratford-on-Avon 

• Warwick Castle, the best preserved medieval fortress in Britain 

• Durham Cathedral, the finest Norman building in England 

• Hadrian’s Wall, built by the Romans in 2nd century AD 

• Homes of Wordsworth, Ruskin, and Beatrix Potter in the Lake District; the Bronte 
sister’s Parsonage in Yorkshire 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS INCLUDE: 

 

• The Premier Inn, County Hall, London which is close to Westminster Abbey, Big 
Ben and the House of Parliament  

• The charming Spa Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, an elegant 18th century mansion  
www.spahotel.co.uk/  

•  The Swan Hotel, a 15th c. inn recently refurbished, situated on the banks of the 
River Avon, www.swansnesthotel.co.uk/ 

• Cragwood Country House Hotel, a lovely 19th c. mansion on the shore of  Lake 
Windermere, where we will be staying five nights, www.cragwoodhotel.co.uk/   

 
The cost of the trip is $3750, double occupancy, (single occupancy supplement $520) and 
includes nonstop airfare, ground transportation, accommodations with a full English 
breakfast and all lunches and dinners (with the exception of London- breakfast only).  
Our group will travel in a modern, air-conditioned coach. Gratuities and taxes are also 
included.  The tour has been custom planned and will be lead by John Goldsmith,  a 
retired British tour operator with many years of experience in conducting superior tours 
for American clients throughout Britain and parts of mainland Europe.   
 
 A deposit of $600 is required at the time of booking, with balance due by March 12, 
2011.  Payment by check or cash is required. Membership in the Friends of SCPL is 

required; enrollment should be done separately and sent directly to the address on 

the membership form * Bookings will close by November 30, 2010 but early 
registration is advised.  A detailed itinerary will be sent to all clients one month prior to 
departure.  To request further information and a booking form, contact John at 
musicman1853@aol.com or 406-5459.  Information about the trip will also be on the 
library’s website, www.scpl.org. as well as the Whitney Book Corner site 
www.whitneybookcorner.org.   John will be away September 7 – 22, 2010 and October 
22 – November 1, so you may contact Lisa Holt at lahnisky@yahoo.com or 370-1811 for 
information and a booking form.    
 
* Friends membership forms available at all library branches, the Whitney Book Corner 
and on the SCPL and Whitney Book Corner web sites. 



LITERARY ENGLAND IN SPRINGTIME 

ITINERARY* 
 

May 14 – Depart Schenectady via coach to JFK 

Airport. Nonstop evening flight to London’s 

Heathrow Airport. 

 

May 15 –Coach into central London and the 

Premier Inn, County Hall, Waterloo. Remainder 

of the day is at leisure; meals on your own. Night 

at the Premier Inn. 

 

May 16 – Morning visit with private tour of the 

Charles Dickens Museum; remainder of day at 

leisure. Breakfast only. Night at Premier Inn. 

 

May 17 – Depart London for Sissinghurst Castle 

Garden in County of Kent. Following lunch visit 

Charleston Farmhouse, once the home of Clive 

and Vanessa Bell, and the country retreat for 

members of the Bloomsbury Group including 

Vanessa’s sister, Virginia Woolf. Night at the 

Spa Hotel in Regency town of Royal Tunbridge 

Wells.  

 

                  
 

May 18 – Morning visit to Chartwell, home of 

Sir Winston Churschill. Lunch at Chartwell. 

Afternoon visit to historic Hever Castle, 

childhood home of Anne Boleyn. Night at Spa 

Hotel. 

 

May 19 – Depart Royal Turnbridge Wells and 

head west into Hampshire to the village of 

Chawton to the Jane Austen House Museum. 

Lunch at a nearby pub. Afternoon visit to Exbury 

Gardens. Night in Winchester at the Royal Hotel. 

 

May 20 – Depart Royal Hotel for nearby 

Winchester Cathedral, the resting place of Jane 

Austen. Head north into Oxfordshire and, 

following a pub lunch, arrive at the magnificent 

Blenheim Palace, the birthplace of Sir Winston 

Churchill. We continue north into Warwickshire 

and arrive at Stratford-Upon-Avon. Night at the 

Swans Nest Hotel. 

 

May 21 – Morning at nearby Shottery and the 

ancient thatched cottage, home of Anne 

Hathaway. Travel into the town of Stratford, the 

historic birthplace of Shakespeare. Afternoon at 

leisure. Evening performance of the Royal 

Shakespeare Company at the theater by the river. 

Night at Swans Nest Hotel.  

 

May 22 – Depart hotel for a short drive to 

Warwick Castle, the finest medieval castle in 

Britain; tour and lunch at the castle. Travel to the 

Lake District National Park, home of  England’s 

most spectacular scenery, to Cragwood Country 

House. 

 

 
 

May 23 – A short drive to the delightful village 

of Grasmere and Dove Cottage, William 

Wordsworth’s home. Lunch at adjoining Dove 

Cottage Restaurant. Free time in the early 

afternoon for shopping or strolling the village of 

Bowness-on-Windermere. Drive to the hamlet of 

Near Sawrey and Hill Top Farm, home of 

Beatrix Potter. Night at Cragwood.  

                

May 24 – Day trip to Yorkshire and the village 

of Haworth to the Bronte Parsonage Museum, 

home of the three Bronte sisters and their brother 

Branwell. Free time after lunch to explore the 

village or walk to the edge of the moors. Night at 

Cragwood. 

 

May 25 – Morning  scenic drive over the 

dramatic Kirkstone Pass to Lake Ullswater 

where Wordsworth saw his “daffodils” in 1801. 

Late morning we arrive at Brantwood, former 

home of John Ruskin Self-guided tour after 

lunch. Night at Cragwood. 

 

May 26 – Day tour east to Durham in 

Northumberland to the great Cathedral at 

Durham overlooking the river Wear. Return to 

The Lakes alongside the remains of Hadrians 

Wall, built during the 2
nd

 century to keep out the 

marauding northern tribesmen. Night at 

Cragwood. 

 

May 27 – Depart Cragwood and head south to 

London. Lunch at a Motorway Service Area and, 

time permitting, stop at the historic old riverside 

town of Richmond-upon-Thames. Our last night 

will be spent at a comfortable hotel near the 

airport. 

 

May 28 – Airport shuttle to Heathrow and 

morning flight to JFK. Coach to Schenectady.  

 

*Minor changes may be made to itinerary. 

 

              



IN MEMORIAM 

 

 
 

The Friends of the SCPL have lost another 
dedicated long-time volunteer, Dick Sills, who 
passed away in early August.  Dick joined the 
Friends in 1977.  He served two terms on the 
Board of the Friends from 1982 through 1988, 
including two years as president, and five years as 
editor of the newsletter.  He was a member of the 
newsletter distribution team for many years up 
until his recent illness.  Dick wrote the history of 
the second decade of the Friends, 1976-86.  Over 
the years, Dick was active in his church and 
community, and will be missed by all those who 
knew him. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The Friends have had a busy summer.  Our book 
sorting group, which is the backbone of our 
successful book sales both at the Whitney Book 
Corner and the library, has worked very hard 
during the recent library second floor renovation 
project, keeping  the supply of books flowing .We 
also had the great support of the library staff, who 
provided us with temporary work areas and labor 
to help us move the books and records to the new 
areas. Please support the October 2nd Book Sale 
which is one of our biggest fund raisers.  Ellie 
Rowland and Virginia Thompson will again be the 
Chairpersons.        -  Bill Leitch 
                                

BOOK SALES 

The May book sale realized a profit of $ 19,228.55 
including $1,602 from the bag sale on Sunday, 
which is almost $500 more than the last bag sale. 
Meanwhile, the Whitney Book Corner sold almost 
$800 on that weekend. Thank you to all those who 
helped with this terrific success! 
 
The Big Fall book sale is coming up on October 2 
& 3. If you worked the last sale you will be 
contacted about working; otherwise please call 
Ellie Rowland at 370-1958 if you would like to 
help.   -  Ellie Rowland 
 

GIFTS RECEIVED 

In memory of Martha Wallender: Gene and Ellie 
Rowland, Fred and Ginny Thompson, Janet 
DeBoer, Anne Peterson, Mrs. M.M. Eldridge, 
Ruth Turner, Virginia Creamer, Sam Medica, 
Joseph Basie, Cynthia Hamilton,  Robert Street, 
Mary Jane Dike and Dr. & Mrs. Oscar Lirio.  
In memory of Phyllis Bornt: Wednesday Book 
Sorting Team. In memory of Ethel Murray: Gene 
and Ellie Rowland, Karen B. Johnson and Claudia 
E. Turner. 
 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

The WBC has had a very busy summer, averaging 
almost 1,100 customers a month. The paperback 
book and vinyl records sales were extremely 
successful. The volunteers have culled the shelves 

through 2009, making room for a new selection of 
books. We are promoting the store with great success 
by giving out coupons to children participating in the 
library’s summer reading program, people who have 
taken the Friends’ Literary trips and to all employees 
of the recently relocated Golub Corp. We are 
regularly mentioned on the Downtown Schenectady 
Improvement Corporation site and we have our own 
web site – www.whitneybookcorner.org. Check it 
out!  To enable us to be more sensitive to the needs of 
the community and volunteers, we have a 
“suggestion” folder on the bulletin board next to the 
entrance door of the store.      - Gail Karl 
 

 
 

George Gould is looking for a few good Friends! If 
you have  2 or 3 hours a week to spare, consider 
joining the team of volunteers who work on the online 
listing of books. It’s fun and interesting to boot!  
Contact either George at gcgould@earthlink.net (393-
2516) or Joyce Perry at jrp138@earthlink.net (346-
5834).  
 
Volunteers are very much needed to provide one-on-
one computer literacy tutoring at the main branch 
and/or to assist with the on-going introductory 
computer classes given at the library. If interested 
contact Christine Witkowski at 377-5643 or 
cwitkows@nycap.rr.com.   
 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

 
Trains, Tracks, and Travel  On Wednesday, Sept. 
22, at 7pm in the Central Library McChesney Room 
Debbie Sanderson, Marketing Manager for Amtrak 
and Ray Gillen, Chair of Schenectady Metroplex, will 
host a program examining the efficiency, 
convenience, and pleasure of traveling by train .Gillen 
will also discuss the importance of high speed rail and 
plans for the new Schenectady station. A question and 
answer period will follow. 
 
Poetry 1 - 2 - 3 - This 3 part poetry workshop will be 
facilitated by Barbara Ungar, Poetry Professor at the 
College of St. Rose and will be held on  Sunday, 
October 24, November 7 and 14 at 2 pm in the Board 
Room of the Central Library.  Registration required 
by calling the Reference Desk at 388-4511. 
  
The Power of the Iliad Reading and Discussion 
series - Saturdays, October 30, November 6 & 13 at 
10:00 am. Visiting Professor Randall Childree, Ph. D. 
at Union College will lead a  three part reading and 
discussion of The Iliad (Stanley Lombardo 

translation provided) in the Board Room of the 
Central Library.  Registration is required by 
calling the Reference Desk at 388-4511. 
  
Community of Writers Program - SAVE THE 
DATE for our tenth annual Community of Writers 
program slated for Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 pm 
in the McChesney Room of the Central Library.  
Participants to be announced. 
  
 



MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

Each year the Friends receive a wonderful bonus from those of you who use GE matching to enhance your 

membership.  These funds make it possible to support the many library programs in the county.  If you 

haven’t called GE yet about matching your contribution, the number is 1-800-305-0669.   

  

If you have received this newsletter you are probably already a member of the Friends.  Please tell your 

friends and neighbors about the wonderful opportunity to help the Schenectady Library that comes from 

Friends memberships.  If you are not a member, it can be the greatest investment you can make in your 

community.  Applications can be found at all branches. 

 

We welcome the following new members: Mary K. Bell, Joanne Brooks, Janet Christman, Janet B. Crandall, 

Joyce Diwan, Judith English, Maureen Felix, Dr. Russell Fricke, Richard A. Fuerst, Gwen Gabriel, Margaret 

Gaines, Gerry Grazione, Beth Kmen, Lynn & Keith Makrin, Donald Riggs, Lynn & Bill Russom, Rochelle 

& Bill Shapiro, Lorinda Kay Spraragen and Rochelle & Donald Stracher. 

 

COMING UP!! 
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Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 

 

NOON PROGRAMS 
 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 

Nov. 1 Stones Into Schools: Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs in Afghanistan and 

Pakistan by Greg Mortenson; reviewed by William Poppino, published poet, GE retiree, 

former mountain climber. “Mortenson’s best-seller, Three Cups of Tea, introduced his 

commitment to peace through education and became a book-club phenomenon. He now 

continues the story of how the Central Asia Institute (CAI) built schools in northern 

Afghanistan.” 

 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator 

 

LIBRARY TREASURES – OLD & NEW 

TWO PART SERIES 

 

Nov. 8&15    Robert Lang, Robert Sullivan and Mary Ann Warner, librarians from the Schenectady County 

Public Library reference desk, will present favorite materials representing Schenectady’s rich 

history, including county records, maps and directories. Be prepared for a few surprises! 

 

TABLE TALKS 

John Karl, Coordinator 

 

Nov. 22 Tom Kelly, retired professor of history from Siena College, will present a program on the 

sesquicentennial observance of the election of 1860, a pivotal event for the GOP and the nation 

as a whole. 

Nov. 29 John Lavelle, spokesperson for General Electric, will present a program describing the recent 

developments at GE in Schenectady and elsewhere. 

Dec. 6 Phillip Morris, CEO of Proctors Theater, will present a behind-the-scenes activity that 

Proctors is involved in.  

Dec. 13  Wayne Bennett, Public Safety Commissioner for the City of Schenectady, will discuss the 

state of public safety in the city. 

 

 

LIBRARY EXPANSION APPROVED 

 

 
 

 

The Schenectady County Public Library Board of Trustees has approved plans for the expansion of the 

Central Branch of the library. This project has much to offer, including a 6,700 sq. foot children’s room, 

increased space for computers, a Read, Learn and Play Family Area, a quiet reading room, additional 

meeting space, two tutoring rooms, handicapped accessible restrooms, an additional elevator, and a teen 

center. Groundbreaking is set for early 2011. 

 



REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

Wednesday, November 3 at noon & Thursday, 
November 4 at 7pm 

Letters to Juliet 
Amanda Seyfried, Gael Garcia Bernal, Venessa 
Redgrave Rated PG; 105 minutes; 2010  

When a young American travels to the city of Verona, 
home of the star-crossed lover Juliet Capulet of 

Romeo and Juliet fame, she joins a group of 
volunteers who respond to letters to Juliet seeking 

advice about love. After answering one letter dated 
1957, she inspires its author to travel to Italy in 

search of her long-lost love and sets off a chain of 
events that will bring a love into both their lives unlike 

anything they ever imagined. 

 
Wednesday, November 10 at noon  

A Single Man 
Colin Firth, Julianne Moore, Ginnifer Goodwin 
Rated R; 101 minutes; 2009  

Set in Los Angeles in 1962 at the height of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, this film is the story of Georg Falconer, 

a 52-year-old British college professor who is 
struggling to find meaning to his life after the death 

of this long-time partner, Jim.  

 

Wednesday, November 17 at noon & Thursday, 
November 18 at 7pm 

The Eclipse 
Ciaran Hinds, Iben Hjejle, Hannah Lynch 
Directed by Conor McPherson Rated R; 88 minutes; In 

a seaside Irish town, a widower sees and hears 
peculiar things in his house. His life crosses paths 

with a beautiful author of supernatural fiction and a 
egotistical pop novelist at an international literary 

festival that will change their lives in surprising ways. 
Based on the collection of short stories “Tales from 

Rainwater Pond” by Billy Roche. 

 

Wednesday, November 24 at noon  

Kisses 
Kelly O’Neill, Shane Curry, Paul Roe 

Not Rated; 72 minutes; 2008  
On the fringes of Dublin two kids, Kylie and Dylan, 

live in a suburban housing estate devoid of life, color 
and the prospect of escape. Kylie lives with five other 

siblings and her overworked mother. Next door, Dylan 
lives in the shadow of an alcoholic father and the 

memory of an elder brother who ran away from home 

two years earlier. After a violent altercation with his 
father, Dylan runs away from home and Kylie decides 

to run away with him. Together they make their way 
to the magical night time lights of inner city Dublin, to 

search for Dylan’s brother in the hope of finding the 
possibility of a new life. 
                    

             

     

                  

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 
 

Wednesday, December 1 at noon & Thursday, 

December 2 at 7pm 

The Kids Are Alright 
Julianne Moore, Annette Bening, Mia Wasikowska 
Focus Features; Directed by Lisa Cholodenko 

Rated R; 104 minutes; 2010  
Two teenaged children get the notion to seek out 

their biological father and introduce him into the 

family life that their two mothers have built for them. 
Once the donor is found, the household will never be 

the same, as family ties are defined, re—defined and 
re—re—defined. 

 
Wednesday, December 8 at noon & Thursday, 

December 9 at 7pm 

Disgrace 
John Malkovich, Jessica Haines, Eriq Ebouaney,  

Fiona Press, Antoinette EngelRated R; 118 minutes. 
In a landmark performance, Oscar® nominee John 

Malkovich stars as Professor David Lurie, whose world 
is shattered when he is fired for seducing a college 

student. Based on the Booker Prize-winning novel, 
DISGRACE stands out as a gritty, gripping drama of 

brutality, survival and hope. 

 

Wednesday, December 15 at noon & Thursday, 

December 16 at 7pm 

Winter’s Bone 
Jennifer Lawrence, John Hawkes, Kevin Breznaha 
Rated R; 100 minutes; 2010  

Seventeen-year-old Ree Dolly sets out to track down 
her father, who put their house up for his bail bond 

and then disappeared. If she fails, Ree and her family 

will be turned out into the Ozark woods. Challenging 
her outlaw kin's code of silence and risking her life, 

Ree hacks through the lies, evasions and threats 
offered up by her relatives and begins to piece 

together the truth. Based on the novel by Daniel 
Woodrell.  

  

Wednesday, December 22 at noon  

The Ghost Writer 
Ewan McGregor, Pierce Brosnan, Kim Cattrall 
Rated PG-13; 128 minutes; 2010  

When a successful British ghost writer, The Ghost, 
agrees to complete the memoirs of former British 

Prime Minster Adam Lang, his agent assures him it’s 
the opportunity of a lifetime. Resonating with topical 

themes, this atmospheric and suspenseful political 
thriller is a story of deceit and betrayal on every level 

– sexual, political and literary. 
 

Wednesday, December 29 at noon & Thursday, 
December 30 at 7pm 

Lovely Still 
Martin Landau, Ellen Burstyn, Adam Scott 
Monterey Media; Directed by Nik Fackler 

Rated PG; 90 minutes; 2010  
With the approach of Christmas causing him to feel 

lonely in life and love, Robert Malone braves the 
wintery snow to arrive home from his job at the 

grocery store only to find a stranger standing in his 
home. What begins as an odd and awkward 

encounter quickly blossoms into what appears to be a 
romantic late life love affair that takes us on a 

heartfelt and wonderful journey which takes an 
unexpected turn. 

 
 



 
 

  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

We want to thank chairwomen Ellie Rowland and 
Virginia Thompson as well as the hard-working 
volunteers who made the October Book Sale a 
tremendous success.  This sale demonstrates the 
“can do” spirit of all the Friends and the library 
staff who overcame a difficult problem this 
summer in dealing with storage and sorting during 
ongoing  construction on the second floor of the 
library.                            - Bill Leitch 
                                

BOOK SALES 

 

Congratulations are in order - the October book 
sale took in approximately $18,000! That is a lot 
of money made by a lot of people. So many 
people worked very hard from beginning to end – 
thank you to all!  In addition to this, the Whitney 
Book Corner made $1641 that weekend – another 
great success. Together, the Friends of the Library 
make a terrific team.  
            -  Ellie Rowland & Virginia Thompson 
 

GIFTS RECEIVED 

 

Gifts in memory of Eleanor Friedman were 
received from Melba Schoenberg  and George and 
Joan Gould. A gift in memory of Dick Sills was 
received from Ellie and Gene Rowland. 
 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

We had a great turnout for our Craft & Better 
Book sales the first two weeks in October.  
Remember - we sell VHS videos for $.50 
throughout the year. On Saturday, November 6 
there will be an open house during store hours. 
Refreshments will be served and a coupon for a 
free book with the purchase of one book will be 
featured in the Daily Gazette. Holiday Books will 
be on sale from Nov. 6-21 and New Childrens 
Books will be the special offered in December 
from the 4th through the 19th. This is a great way to 
get a jump on your Christmas shopping.  
 
Come join us for the OPEN HOUSE & SALES.  
                                                   - Gail Karl 
 

MUSIC COMMITTEE NEWS 

 
Last season over 900 people attended the “Beat 
the Snow” Winter Concert Series, which was 
sponsored by the Friends of the Library Music 
Committee. The 2011 series will be even more 
exciting. The Committee will present a program 
each Sunday at 2:30 pm throughout January, 
February and March in the McChesney Room. 
Below is a preview of January’s schedule; more to 
come in future newsletters: 
 
Jan. 2 – Eleanor Roosevelt Dev. Ctr. Chorus 
(tentative) 
Jan. 9 – Cabaret Concert 
Jan. 16 – Deborah Rocco, soprano and Michael 
Clement, piano 
 
 
 

 
 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

 
ONE COUNTY/ONE BOOK - The Schenectady 
County Public Library is pleased to announce the 
book selected for our 2011 One County, One Book 
program is Robin Oliveira’s Civil War novel, My 

Name is Mary Sutter.  This past July we were very 
fortunate to have Robin visit our library.  The 
community response to her and her book was 
overwhelming and it was suggested that we consider 
this for our 6th community read.  With the 150th 
anniversary of the Civil War to be celebrated in 2011 
and the local setting of Robin’s novel, our core 
committee thought this would be a wonderful 
opportunity to provide some rich historical 
programming as well as an opportunity to learn more 
about our local role during this period of US History.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering to help plan the 
program contact Karen Bradley at 388-4533 or 
kbradley@sals.edu  
 
COMMUNITY OF WRITERS PROGRAM – The 
tenth annual Community of Writers program will be 
held on Sunday, November 21 at 2:00 pm in the 
McChesney Room of the Central Library.  It will be 
moderated by Schenectady County Poet Laureate, 
Steve Hellyard Swartz, and feature the following 
local writers:  Margaret Bryant, Tom Corrado, Dean 
M. DeLuke, Nancy Duci Denofio, Rose Kent, Kathe 
Kokolias, Marc Renson, Keziah Roselin, and Steve 
Hellyard Swartz. 
 
 

                 
   

LITERARY ENGLAND IN SPRINGTIME 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO 

PARTICIPATE! 

 
The two week literary tour of England scheduled for 
May, 2011 has been sold out but if there is enough 
interest, a second trip will be offered from June 1 – 
14, 2011.  It will include visits to the homes of some 
of England’s most well known authors as well as 
some of its greatest cathedrals, stately homes, castles 
and gardens.  The trip begins with a two night stay in 
London before heading south to Kent and Winchester, 
then continuing north via the Cotswolds, Stratford-on-
Avon and onto the Lake District National Park and 
back to London.  A complete description of the trip 
and an itinerary is on the Whitney Book Corner site, 
www.whitneybookcorner.org.  The deadline for 
booking the June trip is November 13, 2010.  To 
request information and a booking form, contact John 
Goldsmith, tour leader, at musicman1853@aol.com 
or 406-5459. 
 



 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

The Friends welcome the following new members: the Bulla Family, Jean Chartrand, Stacy Cohen, Denny 
Cottrell, Lucy Desjardins, Betsy Forkas, Ed & Maryanne Hannan, Kathy Hogan, John M. & Cathy Lenahan, 
Pat Mion, Virginia & Jeff Newton, Donna Phillips and Vivian Weiss. 
 
Reminders have been mailed to those who did not renew their membership in the spring. Be sure to keep 
your membership active.  
 
Remember – if you are eligible (contribution of $25 or more necessary) for GE Matching funds, be sure to 
call the GE Foundation number and report your contribution at 1 800 305-0669. This can also be done online 
at www.ge.com/foundation/  
 
A Friends new membership table will be on display at the Rotterdam Mall from Friday – Sunday, Nov. 19-
21 during the weekend craft and gift expo. If you are interested in sitting at the table for a 2 hour shift call 
John Karl at 393-7590 or sign up at the Whitney Book Corner. 
 
Wondering what to get for that hard-to-buy-for person? How about a gift membership to the Friends of the 
Schenectady County Library? Just fill out the information below and send it with a check for the appropriate 
amount ($10 for individual of $15 for a family). Of course, larger contributions are always welcome! Your 
gift will benefit the library and also could begin a lifelong habit for your recipient. A card will be sent to the 
recipient acknowledging your gift;  GE matching can also be used for this. 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Gift Membership Form 

 

Name of Donor_________________________________Amount _____________ 

Type of Membership:  Circle one:  Individual   Family 

 

Recipient_________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________ 

Email (optional)_________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to: Friends of SCPL, 99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, NY  

                 12305  c/o Membership chairman 



Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library 

NEWSLETTER 

 

January/February 2011                                                                                      Vol. XLVI, No. 3  
 

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 

 

NOON PROGRAMS 
 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 

Jan. 3 The Man Who Sold America: The Amazing (But True) Story of Albert Lasker and the 

Creation of the Advertising Century by Jeffrey Cruikshank and Arthur Schwartz; reviewed 

by Anne Bishop, retired teacher of social studies. “When Albert Lasker dove head first into the 

ad game in 1898, it was a field of circus buskers and snake oil salesmen. A consummate 

perfectionist, Lasker changed the game and established dozens of new concepts, including 

copywriting, keyed ads, market research, soap operas, and boxtop premiums.” 

 

Jan. 10          Stealing the Mystic Lamb: True Story of the World’s Most Coveted Masterpiece by Noah 

Charney; reviewed by Dr. Partricia Rush, past president of ECOS, retired Cornell and Elmira 

College lecturer. “Charney unsnarls the tangled history of Jan van Eyck’s 15th-century The 

Ghent Altarpiece (aka The Mystic Lamb), 'the most desired and victimized object of all time'”. 

 

Jan. 24          Famine and Foreigners: Ethiopia Since Live Aid by Peter Gill; reviewed by Dr. William 

Valchovic, General Electric retiree.  “A generation after Live Aid, this book questions whether 

any of the world's big promises are being fulfilled. Have aid experts got it right? Are recipient 

countries allowed to pursue their own vision? Is democracy essential for banishing poverty?” 

 

Jan. 31          Six and Eleven: A Television News Anchor’s Story by Ed Dague. Dague, a long time local 

news anchor, will speak of his work as a newsman, reporter and journalist. A book signing, 

sponsored by the Open Door bookstore, will follow Mr. Dague’s remarks.  

 

Feb. 7           Atlantic: Great Sea Battles, Heroic Discoveries, Titanic Storms and a Vast Ocean of a 

Million Stories  by Simon Winchester; reviewed by Gene Rowland, Friends’ board member, 

GE Global Research Center retiree.  “ Blending history and anecdote, geography and 

reminiscence, science and exposition, the author of Krakatoa tells the breathtaking saga of the 

magnificent Atlantic Ocean, setting it against the backdrop of mankind's intellectual evolution.” 

 

Feb. 14        Fortune’s Children by Arthur T. Vanderbilt; reviewed by Karen Watkins, Eastman Chemical 

Company retiree and writer for Chemical and Engineering News. “In this family history, 

Vanderbilt dramatizes both the successes and excesses of America's Gilded Age.”  

 

Feb. 28         My Name is Mary Sutter: A Novel by Robin Oliveira; reviewed by Melinda Lawson, PhD, 

Lecturer and Director of the Public History Program at Union College.  The Library’s 2011 

One County/One Book selection, this novel is “the epic story of a young woman who leaves 

her home in Albany to nurse the Civil War wounded, encountering prejudice, violence and 

devastation along the way, but through unwavering determination, becomes one of the nation's 

first female doctors.”  This presentation will kick off the OCOB program.   

 

GREAT DECISIONS 

 

The Great Decisions discussion series, held on Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the McChesney 

Room, is free of charge and sponsored by the national, non-partisan Foreign Policy Association  

(www.fpa.org).  Its purpose is to encourage free and open discussion of major foreign policy issues.  A 

discussion guide that gives participants a comprehensive balanced view of each of the topics is helpful, but 

not mandatory.  A copy may be ordered by contacting Phil Adams (393 9505) padams1@jhu.edu, Frank 

Feiner (377 9448) FFEINER@nycap.rr.com or Jeannie Minch (399-9567) by January 18, 2011.  Series 

topics are: 

 

February 1 – Rebuilding Haiti                                          March 1 – Germany Ascendant 

February 8 – U.S. National Security                                 March 8 – Sanctions and Non-Proliferation 

February 15 – Horn of Africa                                            March 15 – The Caucasus 

February 22 – Responding to the Financial Crisis          March 22 – Global Governance  

http://www.fpa.org/
mailto:padams1@jhu.edu
mailto:FFEINER@nycap.rr.com


REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

 

 

JANUARY 
 

Wednesday, January 5 at noon & Thursday, 
January 6 at 7pm 

I’m Still Here 
Documentary Feature 
Magnolia Pictures; Directed by Casey Affleck 
Rated R; 108 minutes; 2010  
The directorial debut of Oscar-nominated actor Casey 
Affleck, I’m Still Here is a striking portrayal of a 
tumultuous year in the life of internationally 
acclaimed actor Joaquin Phoenix. With remarkable 
access, I’m Still Here, follows the Oscar-nominee as 

he announces his retirement from a successful film 
career in the fall of 2008 and sets off to reinvent 
himself as a hip hop musician. Sometimes funny, 
sometimes shocking, and always riveting, the film is a 
portrait of an artist at a crossroads. Defying 
expectations, it deftly explores notions of courage and 
creative reinvention, as well as the ramifications of a 
life spent in the public eye. 
 

Wednesday, January 12 at noon & Thursday, 
January 13 at 7pm 

The Thorn in the Heart 

Documentary Feature 
Oscilloscope Pictures;  
Directed by Michel Gondry 
Not Rated; 86 minutes; 2009; French with English 
subtitles 
The Thorn in the Heart (L'Epine dans le Coeur) is a 
personal look at the life of Gondry family matriarch, 
Michel's aunt Suzette Gondry, and her relationship 
with her son, Jean-Yves. Michel examines Suzette's 
years as a school teacher and her life in rural France. 
During the course of filming the documentary, Michel 
unearths new family stories and uses his camera to 
explore them in a subtle and sensitive way. 

 

Wednesday, January 19 at noon & Thursday, 

January 20 at 7pm 

Catfish 
Documentary Feature 
Rogue Pictures;  
Directed by Henry Joost and Ariel Schulman 
Rated PG-13; 86 minutes; 2010  

In late 2007, filmmakers Ariel Schulman and Henry 
Joost sensed a story unfolding as they began to film 
the life of Ariel’s brother, Nev. They had no idea that 
their project would lead to the most exhilarating and 
unsettling months of their lives. A reality thriller that 
is a shocking product of our times, Catfish is a 
riveting story of love, deception, and grace within a 
labyrinth of online intrigue. 

 

Wednesday, January 26 at noon & Thursday, 
January 27 at 7pm 

Freakonomics 
Documentary Feature 
Magnolia Pictures;  
Directed by Heidi Ewing, Alex Gibney, Seth Gordon,  
Rachel Grady, Eugene Jarecki and Morgan Spurlock 
Rated PG-13; 85 minutes; 2010  
Some of the world's most innovative documentary 
filmmakers will explore the hidden side of everything. 
The directors follow the basic path of the famous 
book and take on such issues as ethnic and class 
stereotypes, a Sumo wrestling cheating scandal in 
Japan, abortion rate vs the crime rate and 
incentivizing students to improve grades. 

             
     
                  

FEBRUARY 
 

Wednesday, February 2 at noon & Thursday, 

February 3 at 7pm 

Let The Right One In 
Per Ragnar, Henrik Dahl, Karin Bergquist  
Magnolia Pictures; Directed by Tomas Alfredson  
Rated R; 114 minutes; 2008; Swedish with English 
subtitles 
Oskar is an androgynous 12-year-old-boy who is 
being bullied at school. He befriends a peculiar girl, 
Eli, who moves in next door and it turns out that she 
is a vampire. The two form an odd friendship as she 
gives him the strength he needs to fight back at those 
who are picking on him.  
 

Wednesday, February 9 at noon & Thursday, 
February 10 at 7pm 

Girl With a Dragon Tattoo 
Noomi Rapace, Michael Nyquist, Lena Endre 
Music Box Films; Directed by Niels Arden Oplev 
Rated R; 152 minutes; 2010; Swedish with English 
subtitles 
Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger disappeared from a 
family gathering on the island owned and inhabited 
by the powerful Vanger clan. Her body was never 
found, yet her uncle is convinced it was murder and 
that the killer is a member of his own tightly knit but 
dysfunctional family. He employs disgraced financial 
journalist Mikael Blomkvist and the tattooed, ruthless 
computer hacker Lisbeth Salander to investigate.  

 
Wednesday, February 16 at noon & Thursday, 

February 17 at 7pm 

Girl Who Played With Fire 
Noomi Rapace, Michael Nyquist, Lena Endre 
Music Box Films; Directed by Daniel Alfredson 
Rated R; 129 minutes; 2010; Swedish with English 
subtitles 
Based on the international best-selling novel, The Girl 
Who Played With Fire is the explosive follow-up to the 
literary and cinematic hit The Girl With the Dragon 
Tattoo. In this second installment of Stieg Larsson’s 
phenomenal “Millennium” trilogy, Lisbeth Salander is 
a wanted woman. A researcher and a Millennium 
journalist about to expose the truth about the sex 
trade in Sweden are brutally murdered and Salander’s 
prints are on the weapon. Her history of 
unpredictable and violent behavior makes her an 
official danger to society. Mikael Blomkvist, Salander’s 
friend and Millennium’s publisher, is alone in his belief 
of Salander’s innocence.  

 

Wednesday, February 23 at noon & Thursday, 
February 24 at 7pm 

Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest 
Noomi Rapace, Michael Nyquist, Lena Endre 
Music Box Films; Directed by Daniel Alfredson 
Rated R; 148 minutes; 2010; Swedish with English 
subtitles 
The third and final film adaptation of the best-selling 
Millennium trilogy written by the late Swedish author, 
Stieg Larsson. Lisbeth Salander lies in critical 
condition, a bullet wound to her head, in the intensive 
care unit of a Swedish city hospital. She’s fighting for 
her life in more ways than one: if and when she 
recovers, she’ll be taken back to Stockholm to stand 
trial for three murders.  
 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Happy New Year to everyone!  It should be a 

great year for the library.  We are all very excited 

about the library building plans that should make 

our main library a better place for us all. 

 

Welcome to Rita Moore, the newest member of 

the Friends board, who will work with John Karl 

as co-chair of the membership committee. She will 

be primarily responsible for maintaining our large 

database.  Rita recently retired as a Central Park 

Middle School library teacher and has been 

teaching computer classes at the library as well as 

working as a substitute librarian.  Rita has strong 

computer skills and should help us quickly fill the 

void in this open position.  

                                           -Bill Leitch 

 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

Our January monthly sale runs from January 8-23 

and features mysteries – hardcover $1.00, 

paperbacks 3/$1.00.  Romance books (one of our 

most popular sales) will be on sale from February 

5-20 – hardcovers $1.00, paperbacks 3/$1.00. 

 

We have mini sales the last two weeks of every 

month.  Check the local news outlets and the 

WBC web site,  www.whitneybookcorner.org for 

information on all our specials. 

 

Customer traffic is constantly increasing.  We're 

becoming a place to go in Schenectady.  Come 

and see what we're doing.   

                                           -Gail Karl 

                                   

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

Welcome to the following new members of the 

Friends of the Library: Suzanne & Jerome Fryling, 

Ann Mailhotte, Claudia and Bernard Mericle, 

Philip Olivia, Elizabeth and Carl Pieper, Janice 

Thompson and Christina Vincent.  

 

As we begin a new calendar year there are some 

reminders:  Your membership continues until June 

30, 2011 but you will receive renewal notices in 

April.  Those of you who have GE match will 

receive a reminder in January to call GE at 1-800 

305 0669 or email GE at www.gefoundation.com 

if you have not yet done so.  You must report your 

contribution by April 15th of 2011 to get a match 

for 2010.  We thank you for this additional support 

for the Friends. 

 

If you are not a member of the Friends of the 

Schenectady County Public Library, $10 will buy 

you an individual membership; $15 a family 

membership; $25 or more will insure a GE match 

if you qualify and larger amounts are always 

accepted.  All funds raised go toward materials 

and programs at all of our branches 

-John Karl 

 

 

 

 

 

BEAT THE SNOW!!!! 

WINTER CONCERT SERIES 

 

 
 

The Music Committee of the Friends of the Library 

has once again compiled an outstanding and varied 

set of programs for every Sunday at 2:30 in the 

McChesney Room of the main branch. Be sure to join 

us! 

 

Jan. 2     The Jazz Stylings of the Yuko Kishimoto  

              Trio 

Jan. 9     Cabaret Concert with Mark Tommasone 

Jan. 16   Deborah Rocco, soprano and Michael                                                                                                                     

Clement, piano 

Jan. 23    Silver and Gold Brass  

Jan. 30    Musicians of Ma’alwyck 

Feb. 6     Music for Fun (French Horn and more) 

Feb. 13   Misty Jazz Project: Jazz, Blues and more 

Feb. 20    Adirondack Saxophone Quartet 

Feb. 27    Octavos Vocal ensemble 

Mar. 6     French Music for horn, voice, cello, piano 

Mar. 13   The Etude Club 

Mar. 20    Schenectady Light Opera Company 

Mar. 27    Fairview Avenue Bluegrass Band 

 

BOOK SALES 

 

To chase away the winter blues, the Friends will have 

the traditional sales in the entry hall of the main 

branch of the Library. The fiction sale will be Jan. 29-

31 and the non-fiction on Feb. 26-28 during regular 

library hours. Both sales will close on Monday at 5:00 

pm. 

  

All books will be $1.00 with no half price or bag 

sales. Continuous re-stocking is a unique feature of 

these sales. You will find treasures whenever you stop 

by, so come each day. Remaining books will be 

stored for the spring sale April 30- May 1. 

                        -Ellie Rowland & Virginia Thomspon 

 

DISTRIBUTION TEAM 

 

Kathy August, Anne Yunick, Bill & Lois Isles,  Bill 

& Mary Elizabeth Leitch,  Barbara & Roger Grasier,  

John Karl and Rudy Dehn were responsible for 

getting the last newsletter in the mail.  

 

 

http://www.whitneybookcorner.org/


                   SAVE THE DATE 
 

Paula Poundstone, nationally known comedienne, will bring her act to Proctor’s GE 

Theatre on Friday, March 4.  Ms. Poundstone is touring the country representing the 

Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations.  Some of the 

proceeds from the sale of her book “There’s Nothing in This Book That I Meant to Say” 

will go to the Friends of the SCPL in support of the Schenectady Libraries.  Watch for 

opportunities to purchase the book and CD at the Whitney Bookstore.  Anyone who 

becomes a member of the Friends prior to March 1 will be entered into a raffle for free 

tickets. There will also be a book signing after the performance. 

 

                     



Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library 

NEWSLETTER 

 

March/April 2011                                                                                      Vol. XLVI, No. 4  
 

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 

 

NOON PROGRAMS-March-April 2011 
 

SCIENCE SERIES  

Walter Grattidge, Coordinator 

 

March 7            G. E. Hutchinson and the Invention of Modern Ecology   
Nancy Slack, Professor of Biology and History of Science emeritus, Sage Colleges 

Albany, NY 

 

March 14           2011- The Year Of Chemistry 
                           Larry N Lewis, Senior Scientist GE Global Research Center, Niskayuna, NY  

                         

March 21           Smart Grid 
Gene Zeltmann, Past Member NY Public Service Commission & President & CCO,  

New York Power Authority, Member of the Board of the Midwest Independent System                

Operator     

 

March 28   Neuroscience at Union College 
                          Stephen Romero, Professor of Psychology, Union College, Schenectady, NY      

                   

 

SPRING SPECIAL-THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR  

Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator 

 

Howard Young, a Civil War re-enactor from the125
th

 New York State Volunteer Infantry, will present two 

lectures that will tie in with the library’s One County/One Book program. Some extra added attractions are 

promised! 

 

  April 4        The 1
st
 Railroad War &  April 11     Meet Billy Yank   

 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 

April 18  When The War Was Over: Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge Revolution by Elizabeth 

Becker; reviewed by Greg Millett, China traveler . “…a heart-rending history of modern 

Cambodia--a state whose people have, in the last 30 years, endured war, political upheaval, 

international betrayal, and genocide.” Mr. Millett will show slides from a recent trip to China. 

 

April 25  97 Orchard: An Edible History of Five Immigrant Families in One New York Tenement 

by Jane Zielgelman; reviewed by Margaret Hartley, Features/Sunday Editor, The Daily 

Gazette. “By focusing on the culinary lives of individuals from a variety of ethnic groups, 

Ziegelman pieces together a thorough sketch of Manhattan's Lower East Side at a time when 

these immigrants were at the forefront of a rapidly changing urban life.” 

 

 

 

WE’RE GROWING!! 
 

The Friends recently conducted a membership drive, offering a chance to win tickets to Paula 

Poundstone’s upcoming performances at Proctors Theater for all new members. This initiative was 

quite successful and we would like to welcome the following new Friends:  Mary Trivilino, Ann 

Cotrupi, Susie Leon, Miriam Katz, David Lilienfeld , Nancy Curran, Kristen Hafler, Beverly Provost, 

Katherine Scheib, Anita Paul, Kahina VanDyke, John and Luigina Garden, Robyn Ringler, Francis 

and Mary Reed, Marilyn Warnick, Barry and Teresa Finley, and Laura Roth.  

 



REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

 

                         March 
One County/One Book Presentations 

 

Wednesday, March 2 at noon & Thursday, March 
3 at 7pm 

Glory 
Matthew Broderick, Denzel Washington, Morgan 
Freeman Rated R; 122 minutes; 1990 
A dramatic account of the American Civil War’s first 
all-black regiment, led by an idealistic, privileged, 
northern white commander Colonel Robert Gould 
Shaw (Matthew Broderick), fighting not only the 
enemy, but also convention and prejudice. This 
stunning drama is based on Shaw’s Civil War letters. 

 

Wednesday, March 9 at noon & Thursday, March 

10 at 7pm 

Gods and Generals 
Robert Duvall, Stephen Land, Jeff Daniels, Mira 
Sorvino Rated PG-13; 219 minutes; 2002 
This film, which is a prequel to Gettysburg, combines 
fictional and historical characters to tell the story of 
different battles throughout the Civil War.  We are 
taken from The Battle of Bull Run to Antietam to 
Fredericksburg to Confederate General Stonewall 
Jackson’s ill-fated battle in Chancellorsville. 

 

Wednesday, March 16 at noon & Thursday, 
March 17 at 7pm 

Gettysburg 
Tom Berenger, Martin Sheen, Jeff Daniels,  
Sam Elliott, Richard Jordan, C. Thomas Howell 
Rated PG; 248 minutes; 1993 
Based on Michael Shaara's Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel The Killer Angels, Gettysburg dramatically 
depicts the three most courageous days in American 
history as experienced by the leaders of the 
Confederate and Union armies. With painstaking 
attention to detail and utilizing one of the largest 
scale period motion-picture sequences in history, this 
epic film renders both the devastating losses and the 
human dimension of the Civil War with heart-rending 
passion and unrelenting power.  

 
Wednesday, March 23 at noon & Thursday, 

March 24 at 7pm 

Andersonville 
Jarrod Emick, Frederic Forrest, Cliff DeYoung, 
William H. Macy, Justin Henry, Jan Triska 
Not Rated; 95 minutes; 1996 
The dramatic story of the legendary Confederate 
prisoner of war camp and the Union soldiers who 
lived and died there is the basis of this extraordinary 
film. In 1864 and 1865, more than 45,000 Union 
soldiers were imprisoned in Andersonville, of whom 
almost 13,000 died - more than 100 a day during that 
summer. David W. Rintels’ story, as seen through the 
eyes of young soldier Josiah Day Jarrod (Emick), is an 
extraordinary tale of friendship, survival and the 
triumph of hope. 
 

Wednesday, March 30 at noon & Thursday, 

March 31 at 7pm 

Ride with the Devil 
Tobey Maguire, Skeet Ulrich,Jewel, Jeffrey Wright 
Directed by Ang LeeRated R; 138 minutes; 1999 
The American Civil War was marked with horrible 
battles that exacted a toll on humanity that numbered 
into the thousands; however, there were other 
aspects of this war that took an equally horrendous 
toll. The border states in this war were completely 
divided and often the inhabitants of these states were 
caught up in desperate struggles for their lives and 
homes.                    

                         April 
Oscar Nominated Films 

 
Wednesday, April 6 at noon & Thursday, April 7 
at 7pm 

The Fighter 
Mark Wahlberg, Amy Adams, Christian Bale 
Paramount Pictures; Directed by David O. Russell  
Rated R; 116 minutes; 2010  
This sports drama is about boxer ’Irish’ Micky Ward’s 
unlikely road to the world light welterweight title. His 
Rocky-like rise was shepherded by half-brother Dicky, 
a boxer-turned-trainer who rebounded in life after 
nearly being KO’d by drugs and crime. 

 

Wednesday, April 13 at noon & Thursday, April 

14 at 7pm 

Winter’s Bone 
Jennifer Lawrence, John Hawkes, Kevin Breznaha 
Lionsgate; Directed by Debra Granik 
Rated R; 100 minutes; 2010  
Seventeen-year-old Ree Dolly sets out to track down 
her father, who put their house up for his bail bond 
and then disappeared. If she fails, Ree and her family 
will be turned out into the Ozark woods. Challenging 
her outlaw kin's code of silence and risking her life, 
Ree hacks through the lies, evasions and threats 
offered up by her relatives and begins to piece 
together the truth. Based on the novel by Daniel 
Woodrell. 

 
Wednesday, April 20 at noon & Thursday, April 

21 at 7pm 

The Social Network 
Jesse Eisenberg, Justin Timberlake, Rashida Jones 
Columbia Pictures; Directed by David Fincher 
Rated PG-13; 120 minutes; 2010  
This film tells the story of the founders of the social-
networking website, Facebook. Adapted from Ben 
Mezrich’s book The Accidental Billionaires: The 
Founding of Facebook, A Tale of Sex, Money, Genius 
and Betrayal. You don’t get to 500 million friends 
without making a few enemies! 

 
Wednesday, April 27 at noon & Thursday, April 

28 at 7pm 

Inception 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Ken Watanabe,  
Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
Warner Bros.; Directed by Christopher Nolan 
Rated PG-13; 142 minutes; 2010  
This sci-fi film travels around the globe and into the 
intimate and infinite world of dreams. Dom Cobb is a 
skilled thief, the absolute best in the dangerous art of 
extraction, stealing valuable secrets from deep within 
the subconscious during the dream state, when the 
mind is at its most vulnerable. Cobb's rare ability has 
made him a coveted player in this treacherous new 
world of corporate espionage, but it has also made 
him an international fugitive and cost him everything 
he has ever loved. He is offered one last job that 
could give him his life back but only if he can 
accomplish the impossible inception. 

                          



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Even with the “old fashioned winter” that 

Schenectady is experiencing, the library continues 

to be very busy and the volunteers have had good 

success with all the scheduled programs as well as 

the Special Book Sales and the Whitney Book 

Corner sales.   We will put some of the proceeds 

to good use for projects for the new library 

addition.  Thanks to all the hard working 

volunteers. 

 

Our annual dinner meeting for the Friends of the 

Library will be held on Tuesday April 12
th

 at the 

Schenectady County Community College. John 

Yagielski, Interim Superintendent of City of 

Schenectady Schools, will be the guest speaker.  

                                     -Bill Leitch                      

 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

 We are offering some great sales in the upcoming 

months. March marks the ever-popular paperback 

book sale as well as a mini-sale on essays and 

literary criticism. All garden books will be 

featured in April just in time for spring flowers. 

For the children in your life, look for the sale of 

juvenile hardcover books at the end of April. 

 

We recently donated two gift certificates for use at 

a Karaoke and Silent Auction event sponsored by 

the Rotary Foundation to be held at the Van Dyke 

Restaurant on March 10. The Rotary supports 

local organizations such as the Home Furnishings 

Program and SICM.               - Gail Karl              

                      

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

 

In cooperation with the Music Department of the  

Schenectady County Community College the 

music committee will present a recital on Sunday  

April 3
rd

 at 2:30 p.m. in the McChesney Room. 

The recital will feature the SCCC Vocal Chamber  

Ensemble singing selected madrigals as well as a 

newly formed SCCC Jazz Combo, and will 

showcase some students performing solo works. 

Refreshments will be served following the 

concert.  

 

The Winter Concert Series continues through 

March on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. in the McChesney 

Room of the main branch: 

Mar. 6     True Colors and Winterberries:  Songs  

                 by Nancy Walker and Poems of   

                 Melinda Perrin     

Mar. 13    The Etude Club 

Mar. 20    Schenectady Light Opera Company 

Mar. 27    Fairview Avenue Bluegrass Band 

 

BOOK SALES 

 

The Non-fiction sale is scheduled for Feb. 26-28, 

with sports and self-help books on sale at the 

Whitney. The Fiction sale, held January 29-31, 

sold approximately 1,975  books, with science 

fiction and large print categories sold at the 

Whitney Book Corner. It was a happy break from 

the winter routine for patrons and volunteers alike.  

Special thanks to Leah and Bill Leonard, and Judy 

Dillenbeck, who worked so hard to organize the 

books and to Nancy Virkler and Valerie Catlin who 

took care of the finances. We had thirty wonderful 

volunteers serving as cashiers and organizers during 

the three day sale.  

 

The Friends greatly appreciate the wonderful 

cooperation we receive from the library staff.  We say 

thank you to Bob Schumaker, who moved the tax 

forms temporarily and set up the tables Friday 

morning, to Sandy Anderson, who did all the graphics 

and printing, and to Randy Lucas, who provided 

security. Without their help, the sale couldn't happen. 

Many hard working people helped with the set up and 

the take down of the sale – we thank them! The books 

that weren’t sold will be added to the big sale on 

April 30 and May 1. 

                    -Ellie Rowland & Virginia Thompson 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

The Membership Committee will be changing the 

membership application and renewal forms in the 

upcoming months.  One change will be to revise the 

opportunities for volunteering.  If a member has 

already indicated a desire to volunteer, they need not 

sign up again.  New members will be given an 

opportunity to request information about 

volunteering.  There will also be a question to 

determine how many family members are included in 

the membership.  Our paid membership as of the end 

of 2010 is 632, but that does not reflect spouses or 

other members of a household. 

 

A committee will also look into the possibility of 

coinciding the membership year (July1-June 30) with 

the fiscal year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31).  A final note to those 

who are eligible for GE matching funds: if you 

haven’t called in your contribution yet, please do so 

by March 31.  The GE # is 1-800-305-0669 or online 

at www.gefoundation.com.  GE will match 

contributions of $25 or more. 

 

 
The Whitney Book Corner is in desperate need of 

some strong volunteers to help move books from the 

library to the store either by car, van, truck or using 

the push cart when weather permits. Please help keep 

our wonderful store stocked with great books. If 

interested contact Gail Karl at 393-7590 or 

jkarl1@nycap.rr.com.  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

The Friends of the Library is in receipt of a $500 

award from the John C. and Susan K. Hubbard 

Foundation, Inc., “given in recognition of the 

outstanding asset the Schenectady Public Library is to 

the greater Schenectady community.”    

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

Thank you to the following for helping with the last 

newsletter distribution: Kathy August, Mary Liz 

Leitch, Anne Yunick and Gail and John Karl. 

http://www.gefoundation.com/
mailto:jkarl1@nycap.rr.com


 

ONE COUNTY/ONE BOOK 
Programs & Events 

 

 

Journey to the Past: Writing Historical Fiction  
Saturdays March 12*, 19, 26 and April 2 at 

10:30am, *Schenectady County Historical 

Society, 32 Washington Ave., Schenectady (1st 

session) and Board Room, Central Library. 

Facilitated by Susannah Risley, writer & teacher; 

and Katherine Chansky* (1st session), Librarian & 

Archivist, SCHS. This four-session workshop will 

introduce participants to the riches of our local 

historical record. Participants will explore diaries, 

newspapers, maps, pictures and objects from the 

past to generate ideas about characters that lived, 

worked and loved before us. We will make that 

history come alive on the page by conjuring 

stories filled with details of daily life from another 

time. Register by calling 388.4511. 

Funded in part by Poets & Writers, Inc. with funds 

received through NYSCA.  

    

An Evening of Readings: Civil War Voices  
Wednesday, March 23 at 7pm, Schenectady High 

School Library.Join us for readings of Civil War 

journals, diaries, letters, and poems. Civil War re-

enactor Howard Young, local high school 

students, and community leaders will be the 

readers. Refreshments to follow. Registration 

recommended by calling 388-4511. 

   

Book Discussion: My Name is Mary Sutter  
Saturday, March 26 at 1pm, Schenectady County 

Historical Society,  32 Washington Ave., 

Schenectady.Katherine Chansky, SCHS Librarian, 

will lead the discussion. This book discussion is 

open to the public.Call 374.0263 to register.  

   

Women in the Civil War  
Wednesday, March 29 at 7pm, McChesney Room, 

Central Library 

Presented by Dr. Amy Murrell Taylor, 

Professor, SUNY Albany 

This presentation will offer an overview of how 

women throughout the warring nation, and 

especially in the North, became participants in the 

Civil War as nurses, laborers, aid society workers, 

and even as spies. Why these women assumed 

such roles, and how this work challenged 

prevailing notions of womanhood, will be central 

themes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Author: Robin Oliveira  
Saturday, April 9 at 2pm, Carl B. Taylor 

Community Auditorium, Begley Building,  

Schenectady County Community College 

The Musicians of Maalwyck will perform music 

from the Civil War era.  This will be followed 

immediately by a presentation by OCOB author 

Robin Oliveira.  Books will be available for sale 

and signing by the Open Door Bookstore.  If you  

pre-order your book, you can receive a 20% 

discount.  

  

Civil War Living History Day at the Mabee 

Farm Saturday, April 16, 10:00 am til 4:00 pm.  

This will commemorate the 150th anniversary of 

the Civil War and will include lectures, horse 

demonstrations, cannons, drilling, Civil War 

Music, colored troops, camp demos, and artisans. 

More details to follow. Call Pat Barrot at 

the Mabee Farm at 887-5073 for further details.    

 

OTHER LIBRARY EVENTS: 

 

DON’T MISS THIS CHANCE TO DISCUSS 

THE MOST TALKED ABOUT BOOK AND 

FILM OF THE LAST FEW YEARS 

 

 

 



Friends of Schenectady County Public Library – 45th Annual Dinner Meeting 

Tuesday, April 12, 2011, 5:00 p.m., Van Curler Room 

Schenectady County Community College (SCCC) 

178 Washington Avenue, Schenectady 

 

Evening’s Schedule:   5:00 p.m. – Social Hour (wine, cheese and crackers) 

                                     5:45 p.m.  – Musical Interlude 

                                     6:00 p.m.  – Dinner  
 

Speaker:  John Yagielski, Interim Superintendent of City of Schenectady Schools 

 

About the Sit-Down Dinner in the Van Curler Room: The culinary arts students at SCCC prepare each dish. 

Both the culinary arts and hotel and restaurant management students provide the dining room service.   
 

The Menu: 
 

 Baby mixed green salad with cherry tomatoes and fresh mozzarella cheese, served with balsamic vinaigrette  

Choice of Entrees:  

 Sautéed boneless chicken breast served with a Dijon white wine sauce 

 Broiled salmon with crabmeat and asparagus 

 Stuffed grilled portabella mushroom 

Chef’s choice of seasonal spring vegetable 

Fresh rolls and butter 

Mixed berry shortcake 

Coffee or tea 
  
ELECTIONS - the nominating committee will present the following persons for officers and directors: 
 

    Officers:   President: Bill Leitch; 1st Vice President: Gene Rowland; 2nd Vice President: Debbie  

McCambridge; Secretary: Mary Beth Barbagelata; Treasurer: Nancy Virkler 
 

Directors:  For an initial three year term:  Fred Eddy, Charles Hatch, Leah Leonard, Joan Molloy,  

Dorothea Potochnik, Gloria Zampini                                     
 

   Further information concerning the candidates will be presented at the meeting.   
 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: 

 From the east via Route 5, State Street, turn left at Washington Avenue in front of the College. Turn 

right into main parking lot.  
 From the west (Scotia/Glenville), via Route 5, turn right at the "Schenectady County Community College" exit 

ramp off the Western Gateway Bridge. Turn left at stop sign into main parking lot.  

 From south and east: Take I-90, New York Thruway, to Exit 25, "Schenectady." Take I-890 West to Exit 4C- 

"To Route 5, Scotia." At the traffic light, turn left on to State Street, Route 5 West (Western Gateway Bridge) for 

1/10 mile. Take the "Schenectady County Community College" exit ramp on the right. At stop sign (Columbus 

Drive), turn right; at the next stop sign, turn left into main parking lot.  

 From the north (via the Northway, I-87): Take I-87 South to the New York State Thruway, I-90 West. Take 

Thruway to Exit 25, “Schenectady.” Take I-890 West to Exit 4C – “To Route 5, Scotia.” At the traffic light at end 

of ramp, turn left on to State Street, Route 5 West (Western Gateway Bridge) for 1/10 mile. Take the 

“Schenectady County Community College/Gateway Landing” exit ramp on the right. At stop sign (Columbus 

Drive), turn right; at the next stop sign, turn left into main parking lot.  
 

Reservations Must Be Made By Tuesday, March 29 – Please Use Form Below 
 

 

Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library  Annual Dinner Meeting Reservation 

Tuesday, April 12, 2011 @ 5:00 p.m.   Van Curler Dining Room 
 

Number attending_________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed_________________@ $20.00/person 

 

Attendee names (Please print)                 Circle one choice of entree 

 

____________________________________ Chicken  Salmon     Vegetarian 

 

____________________________________ Chicken Salmon      Vegetarian 

 

Please make check payable to Friends of SCPL and mail by March 29 to: 
 

Simon Weinstein 

4036 Windsor Drive 

Niskayuna, NY 12309  



 

COMING SOON – SAVE THE DATES! 
 

 



Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library 

NEWSLETTER 

 

May/June 2011                                                                                      Vol. XLVI, No. 5  
 

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 

 

NOON PROGRAMS-May, 2011 

 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

Linda Witkowski, Coordinator 

 

May 2  How Lincoln Learned to Read: Twelve Great Americans and the Educations that Made 

Them by Daniel Wolff; reviewed by Irving Dean, City Editor, Daily Gazette. The author’s 

focus here “ is on the role of childhood education (roughly toddler to teen) in the success of 12 

notable Americans, discussed chronologically from Benjamin Franklin to Elvis Presley.” 

May 9  Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup; reviewed by Dr. Elaine Handley, Professor of 

English, Empire State College. “The true story of Solomon Northup, a free black man living in 

New York who was kidnaped by unscrupulous slave hunters and sold into slavery where he 

endured unimaginable degradation and abuse until his rescue twelve years later.” 

May 16         Lindbergh vs. Roosevelt: The Rivalry That Divided America by James Duffy; reviewed by 

Ernie Tetrault, retired television news anchor. “…reveals the untold story about two of 

history’s most controversial men, and how the White House waged a smear campaign against 

Lindbergh that blighted his reputation forever.” 

May 23 The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography by Sidney Poitier; reviewed by Chris 

Bishop, independent film maker. A memoir from the actor who starred in such memorable 

classics as To Sir, with Love and Raisin in the Sun.  

 

ARE YOU READY TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE? 

Do you have time to make a difference in your community?  Are you creative?  Do you like 

to organize events?  Do you enjoy working with others?  Do you get a feeling of satisfaction 

taking a new idea from beginning to fruition?  Do you have a background in publicity and/or 

graphic arts? 

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, the Friends Membership Committee would 

like to hear from you.  We are looking to revise our membership documents and expand our 

publicity efforts.  We are looking to establish a Membership Benefits subcommittee to look at exploring 

creative ideas, such as the literary trips and Proctors events, available to members only.  We are looking for 

volunteers to promote FOL membership at various events such as book sales and One County One Book 

programs.  Contact John Karl, Membership Chair, at jkarlfol@gmail.com and let us put you to work for the 

Friends! 

FALL TRIP TO HILDENE 

The Friends of SCPL are sponsoring a fall trip to Hildene, the Lincoln Family Home in 

Manchester, Vermont, on Friday, September 16, 2011.  The home was built by Robert 

Todd Lincoln, son of Abraham Lincoln, as a summer home in 1905 when Robert was 

President of the Pullman Company and remained in the family until 1975.   Hildene  

www.hildene.org  is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and named 

Nationally Significant by the U.S. Park Service. Lunch will be at the Wilburton Inn 

www.wilburtoninn.com which is adjacent to Hildene and overlooks the Battenkill 

Valley.  It is part of Historic Hotels of America and one of Vermont’s Historic Inns.  

Following lunch, time permitting, the group will visit the Southern Vermont Arts 

Center in Manchester www.svac.org which houses art exhibits and has a ¾ mile botany 

trail for the more adventurous.  

 

The trip costs $55 for Friends members and $65 for nonmembers and includes the bus, admission fees, lunch 

and gratuities.  If interested in attending, call the library reference desk at 388-4508 or 4511 or e-mail Lisa 

Holt at lahnisky@yahoo.com    When available,  registration forms will be e-mailed to participants and will 

be on the library’s website www.scpl.org ,Whitney Book Corner site www.whitneybookcorner.org as well as 

at Central library and the branches.  Completed forms, along with payment, are due no later than July 15. 

 

mailto:jkarlfol@gmail.com
http://www.hildene.org/
http://www.wilburtoninn.com/
http://www.svac.org/
mailto:lahnisky@yahoo.com
http://www.scpl.org/
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org/


REELS 

A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 

99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

MAY 
 

Wednesday, May 4 at noon & Thursday, May 5 at 7pm  THE KING’S SPEECH 

Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush, Helena Bonham Carter Rated R; 118 minutes; 2011  

Based on the true story of the Queen of England’s father and his remarkable friendship with 

maverick Australian speech therapist Lionel Logue. Colin Firth plays King George VI who 

unexpectedly becomes King when his brother Edward abdicates the throne. Logue is the man 

who helps the King find a voice with which to lead the nation into war. 

 

Wednesday, May 11 at noon & Thursday, May 12 at 7pm  THE WAY BACK 

Ed Harris, Colin Farrell, Saoirse Ronan Image Entertainment; Directed by Peter Weir 

Rated PG-13; 133 minutes; 2011  

Inspired by an incredible true story, The Way Back begins in 1940 when seven prisoners attempt 

the impossible: escape from a brutal Siberian gulag. Thus begins a treacherous 4,500-mile trek to 

freedom across the world's most merciless landscapes. They have little food and few supplies. 

They don't know or trust each other. But together, they must withstand nature at is most extreme. 

Their humanity is further tested when they meet a teenage runaway who begs to join them on 

their quest. 

 

Wednesday, May 18 at noon & Thursday, May 19 at 7pm  RABBIT HOLE 

Nicole Kidman, Aaron Eckhart, Diane Wiest Lionsgate; Directed by John Cameron Mitchell 

Rated PG-13; 91 minutes; 2011  

Becca and Howie Corbtett are returning to their everyday existence in the wake of a shocking, 

sudden loss. Just eight months ago, they were a happy suburban family with everything they 

wanted. Now, they are caught in a maze of memory, longing, guilt, and tightly controlled rage 

from which they cannot escape. Becca hesitantly opens up to her opinionated, loving mother and 

secretly reaches out to the teenager involved in the accident that changed everything; while 

Howie lashes out and imagines solace with another woman. Yet, as off track as they are, the 

couple keeps trying to find their way back to a life that still holds the potential for beauty, 

laughter and happiness. 

 

Wednesday, May 25 at noon & Thursday, May 26 at 7pm  THE TOWN 

Ben Affleck, Blake Lively, Rebecca Hall Warner Bros.; Directed by Ben Affleck 

Rated R; 125 minutes; 2010  

Doug MacRay is an unrepentant criminal, the de facto leader of a group of ruthless bank robbers 

who pride themselves in stealing what they want and getting out clean. With no real attachments, 

Doug never has to fear losing anyone close to him but that all changed on the gang's latest job, 

when they briefly took a hostage. They let her go unharmed and when she later runs into Doug 

she does not realize that he is the same man who only days earlier had terrorized her. The instant 

attraction between them gradually turns into a passionate romance that threatens to take them 

both down a dangerous, and potentially deadly, path. 

                  

THERE WILL BE NO FILMS IN JUNE DUE TO LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION. 

 

Save $$$ at Your Library  

Did you know you can save $$$ through the Library Pass Program available at the Central Library of 
SCPL?  The Library has passes to a select number of museums and arts centers. Passes are available to 

Giant Movies at Proctor’s Theater (formerly I-works), Schenectady Museum and Planetarium, The Hyde 
Collection, Adirondack Museum, Mabee Farm, Schenectady Civic Players, Empire State Aerosciences 

Museum.  New this year are the Bennington Museum, Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, Hancock 
Shaker Village, Norman Rockwell Museum, and The Old Stone Fort at Schoharie.  Sign the pass out as 

you would a book.  Each museum and community partner has terms and conditions for its passes so be 
sure to check the Library Pass information flyer or the link at http://www.scpl.org    

This program is brought to you through the cooperation and support of the Schenectady County Public 

Library, our community partners, and the Friends of the Library!  

http://www.scpl.org/


 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

We have 6 new Friends Board members who were 

elected at the 45th Annual Friends of the Library 

Dinner Meeting on April 12th.  They have all been 

active workers on many of the Friends projects. 

They are Fred Eddy, Charlie Hatch, Leah Leonard, 

Joan Molloy, Dottie Potochnik and Gloria 

Zampini.  All the current officers were reelected 

for another year.  Two of our long time Board 

members, Barbara Grasier and Kathy August, are 

leaving the Board after 6 years of outstanding 

service.                                –Bill Leitch 

 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

The tenth year anniversary of the WBC will be on 

May 4, 2012.  In preparation I am asking 

volunteers to help spruce up the store this spring 

so that it will have a fresh look for next year.  

Some jobs will include painting the door & 

window frames, washing the windows, dusting 

above shelving areas, and painting some interior 

walls.  You can sign up on the chart found on the 

desk at the Whitney or call Gail Karl at 393-7590. 

Your help will surely be appreciated.  Also, the 

Gazette newspaper will be doing a special article 

for our anniversary.  We would appreciate any 

information you could give us that would make it 

interesting, e.g., the history and/or special 

memories. We would also like any ideas for 

celebrating that special day.  - Gail Karl      

                                 

BOOK SALES 

Congratulations! The non-

fiction sale made $3,156!!  

That was due to all of you, 

who worked in any 

capacity.This time the 

weather didn't cooperate, 

but the people came 

anyway. It is truly a joint 

effort and I thank you and 

all the Friends of SCPL  

Don’t miss the upcoming 

book sale!  

 -Ellie Rowland & 

Virginia Thomspon                                                    

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

We welcome the following new members: Gloria 

Blum, Karen Canton, Carolyn Demarco, Pamela 

Derrick, Barbara Desjardins, Darryl Ferguson, 

John & Marilyn Knarvick, Sherrie Lyons, Susan 

Spring Meggs, Ann Parillo , Gregg Millett, Joseph 

Sala, Patricia Sterns, Madelyn & Chuck Thorne, 

Sherrie Wentraub, Anna Winters, Jonetta Darcy, 

Don Early, Dorothy Hathaway, Tom Mace, Peggy 

Mele, Geri Mulligan, Sara & Joe Palko, Alida 

Rice, Nina Rindenello, Peter & Kathleen Russo, 

Harriet Severenko, Don Smyers, Rachelle 

Standage, Lillian & Nicholas Walsh, Rosalie 

Claughsey, Rachel Cameron, and Liz Utzig. 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER PICNIC 

 

 If you are a volunteer through the Friends or the 

library itself  let us treat you to the annual library 

volunteer's picnic, June 17 from 5 pm until dusk at 

the River Road Park in Niskayuna. Non-volunteer 

guests are welcome for $10.00.  Details will be 

available at the library reference desk and the 

Whitney Book Corner.   

 

PAULA POUNDSTONE HELPS RAISE 

AWARENESS FOR FRIENDS 

 

Emmy-winning comedian and author, Paula 

Poundstone, performed at the GE Theatre at Proctors, 

March 4, bringing her friendly smile and recognition 

to the recent Friends of the Library Membership 

Drive. 

 

As she does in other tour stops, she stayed after her 

show to sign CDs and copies of her book, "There's 

Nothing in This Book 

I Want to Say." All 

profits from sales of 

the book and CDs 

were donated to the 

Friends of the 

Schenectady County 

Public Library.    

 

“We are thrilled that 

she contacted us and 

wanted to help us 

raise awareness,” 

said John Karl, Co- 

Membership Chair 

for the Friends.  The membership campaign and book 

signing events raised roughly $500 and gained 26 

new members.   

 

Friends members  Anita Paul, Phyllis Gaumond, Lidia 

Pasamanick, Don Smyers, Lynn Makrin, Mary-Sue 

Reed and Darryl Ferguson won tickets to the show. 

Additionally, four lucky members, Barbara 

Desjardins, Tom Mace, Susan Spring Meggs, and 

Susie Leon won signed copies of Paula’s book.                                                                                          

                                      -Cori Lombardo 

 

 

 

Member Alert! 

Jersey Boys will be at 

Proctors Theater in March 

2012.  The FOL anticipates 

having a limited number of 

group tickets available for 

members of the Friends of 

the Library!  More info in 

the August newsletter. 



MEMBERSHIP 

 
The degree to which an organization is viable and 

productive is in proportion to the support and 

involvement of its membership.  The FOL is an 

outstanding example of community support and 

involvement.  We look forward to continuing this 

tradition as we look to the future of our 

organization.  

 

Renewal reminder – Be sure to keep your 

membership up to date.  You will receive a 

renewal notice soon.  Your membership renewal 

will extend from July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012.  If 

you renew early, you will save the Friends the 

expense of sending a reminder in October.  Those 

eligible for GE matching funds ($25 or more) can 

contact GE as soon as they renew.  Your support 

and interest in the Friends will continue to make 

many exciting things happen at the library.   

 

Newsletter mailings -  Be aware that if you are 

temporarily away when the newsletter is mailed, it 

will not be forwarded by the Post Office (bulk 

mail rules) and will be returned to the Friends.  

Our newsletter mailings are at the end of Dec., 

Feb., April, Aug. and Oct.  If you know you will 

be away and wish to give the Friends a forwarding 

address, we may be able to send you a newsletter. 

Just let us know ahead of time. You can also view 

the newsletter by going to the Friends link on the 

Library website www.scpl.org or visiting the 

Whitney Book Corner site 

www.whitneybookcorner.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are more than 1200 members of the Friends.  

Other library systems in New York wish they had 

the same commitment to their libraries.  For 45 

years you have been the strength of the  

 

Schenectady County Public Library.  With your 

continued support, the library can become an even 

greater asset to our community.  Thank you for 

being true Friends.                                                                                                                   

                                   -John Karl & Rita Moore 

 

                                  

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
 

Gregory Barber, winner of the Parillo award, will 

give a recital on June 18th, at 2:00 p.m. at the 

Niskayuna Library.  He will be joined by a cellist 

and possibly other colleagues. 

 

The Music Committee of the Friends of the 

Schenectady County Public Library is once again 

indebted to the musicians and performers who so  

generously donated their time and talents to make 

the second "Beat the Snow!" winter concert series 

such a success. We are also grateful to the 

Schenectady Musical Union for sponsoring four of 

this year's programs.Over 1150 people enjoyed the 

13 Sunday afternoon concerts during the winter 

months.  

 

Many, many thanks to Ron and Chris Patrick 

for organizing this magnificent series.                                                                                                                             
                                           -Joan Hamm 

 

http://www.scpl.org/
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org/

