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Note: the Monday series of talks are held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.
You may bring a sandwich lunch, if you wish; beverages are available. The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired.
Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel on Thursdays at 7 p.m., and Saturdays at 11 p.m.

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN - FALL 2005
Linda Witkowski, Books Sandwiched In Coordinator
Barbara Grasier, Program Chair, Friends of SCPL

September 12 Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, by Jared Diamond
In this book Diamond attempts to demonstrate through case histories of small micro-climates, from Easter
Island and modern Montana to Iceland and Greenland, how civilizations disintegrate: mishandling of the
fragile environment causes wars, famines, depopulation, and eventual breakdown. The case is made that we
modern wastrels should learn from them all before it is too late.
Reviewed by Ernie Tetrault, local radio and television broadcaster

September 19 Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything, by
Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner
“Dubner and Levitt deconstruct everything from the organizational structure of drug-dealing gangs to baby-
naming patterns. While some chapters might seem frivolous, others touch on more serious issues, including a
detailed look at Levitt's controversial linkage between the legalization of abortion and a reduced crime rate two
decades later.”- Publishers Weekly
Reviewed by Robert Coan, attorney and student of political history

September 26 Bloodsworth: The True Story of the First Death Row Inmate Exonerated by DNA,
by Tim Junkin. Bloodsworth tells the chilling story of Kirk Bloodsworth, who spent nine years in prison --
including two on death row -- for a murder he did not commit. He finally realized that DNA evidence could
prove his innocence, and was able to get his sentence overturned.
Reviewed by Anita Paul, traveler, teacher in Botswana

October 3 A Splendor of Letters: The Permanence of Books in an Impermanent World,
by Nicholas A. Basbanes
“The final volume in an acclaimed trilogy for bibliophiles (after A Gentle Madness and Patience & Fortitude)
focuses on efforts to preserve books and other printed matter from the ravages of deterioration, destruction and
obsolescence.” - Publishers Weekly
Reviewed by The Rev. Art Hudack, Minister, Wooodlawn Reformed Church, lecturer

October 17 The Eloquent President: A Portrait of Lincoln Through His Words, by Ronald C. White
Acclaimed historian Ronald White looks closely at the speeches Lincoln gave to provide a nuanced portrait of
the man and his presidency.
Reviewed by Martha Schmulbach, retired teacher and actor

October 24 Everything Bad Is Good for You: How Today’s Popular Culture Is Actually Making Us
Smarter, by Stephen Johnson
Drawing from fields as diverse as neuroscience, economics, and literary theory, Johnson argues that the junk
culture we're so eager to dismiss is in fact making us more intelligent.
Reviewed by Paul O’Brian, teacher and writer

October 31 The New American Militarism: How Americans Are Seduced by War, by Andrew Bacevich
In this provocative new book, Bacevich warns of a dangerous dual obsession that has taken hold of Americans,
conservatives and liberals alike. It is a marriage of militarism and utopian ideology — of unprecedented
military might wed to a blind faith in the universality of American values.
Reviewed by Dr. Joseph Board, Professor Emeritus of Government, Union College

November 7  Typical American by Gish Jen
This classic first novel is ““a poignant and deftly told tale of immigrants coming to terms with the possibilities
of America and with their own limitations (and) foibles...” - Library Journal. To be reviewed as part of a
Library program on “Becoming American”. Reviewer to be announced.

MUSIC PROGRAMS

The Music Committee has arranged a program Worlds of Music for Sunday, October 23rd, at 2:30 p.m. in the
McChesney Room. Schenectady musician, Tom Ross, will perform a tour of the world's jazz music from India,
Africa, and America. Tom received his PhD in world music at Wesleyan University, and his two Fulbright
scholarships to study music in India and Niger. A teacher at Union College, he composes music based on his native
jazz with influences from many different countries for this family concert.






































































