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Most 
likely 
every 
member 
of the 
Friends of 
SCPL has 
attended 
at least 

one program in the McChesney 
Room of the Central Library. Did 
you ever wonder just who this 
McChesney fellow was? Long time 
volunteer Rudy Dehn came across 
the following 1972 document while 
working in the archives for the 
miSci museum:

“Fred W. McChesney, while serving 
on the Board of Trustees of the 
Schenectady County Public Library 
in the early 1960s, saw the most 
serious problem  confronting 
his library to be its inadequate 
building. The County had been 

approached about replacing it, but 
they were convinced that money 
could not be secured for the 
purpose.

In 1964 McChesney, with the help 
of a local photographer, prepared a 
slide presentation very dramatically 
showing the vastly overcrowded 
facilities of the central library. With 
the beginning of the new year he 
began an active campaign to make 
sure that every club, every church 
group, every neighborhood coffee 
klatsch who would spare him an 
hour saw that presentation.

He soon enlisted the help of a 
small group of citizens who were 
convinced by him that at that time a 
new library was the most important 
single need of the community. 
They formed a committee, which 
was later the nucleus of the present 
Friends of the Schenectady County 

Public Library, to work with him 
to spread the story. So widely 
and convincingly shown was Mr. 
McChesney’s presentation that 
when in September a petition was 
circulated showing support for 
a new library, more than 10,000 
signatures were obtained in a 
single week. That petition was 
presented to the County Board 
of Supervisors at their September 
meeting. At their next regular 
meeting, convinced that they 
had public support, they voted to 
purchase land, to hire architects to 
prepare plans, and to proceed with 
funding for a new library without 
further delay. It was completed and 
officially opened in 1969. “

Thanks Rudy for sharing this with 
us.

THE MAN BEHIND THE LIBRARY.....AND HOW THE 
FRIENDS CAME TO BE

    SEMI-ANNUAL BOOK SALE
SAT., SEPT. 27  9-4

BAG SALE
SUN., SEPT. 28 1-3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
   
  In 2016 the 
Friends of the 
Library will be 
celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. The 

Friends was founded to sup-
port the building of our central 
library on Liberty Street, as you 
have read in the attributes to Fred 
McChesney earlier in this news-
letter.  The current leadership and 
volunteers are going great guns 
to raise funds and increase sup-
port of the entire library system 
and to keep the traditions estab-
lished almost a half century ago.  
Many changes have taken place 
over those years and they will be 
chronicled in an update of the 
History of the Friends which will 
be published for the anniversary 
celebration. 

The creation of the Phyllis Bornt 
Family Literacy Center on State 
Street seems to be moving along.  
If you remember, the plan was 
to close the Hamilton Hill and 
Duane Braches and consolidate 
into one new branch dedicated to 
family literacy in the inner city.  
Hamilton Hill closed unexpected-
ly last December when the Carver 
Community Center folded.  The 
land for the new branch has been 
procured by the County at 954 
State Street (formerly Kalteux Oil 
Co.; formerly Duane Rentals; and 
more recently the White House 
Flea Market which burned down). 
A substantial part of the funding 
for the new branch was provided 
by a bequest from Phyllis Bornt, a 
longtime librarian and volunteer 
for the Friends. Hopefully, con-
struction can begin later this year 
and the branch will open in 2015.

Two members of the library staff 

have left recently.  Paula Carosel-
la, after 30 years at the library as 
reference librarian and outreach 
coordinator, has retired.  Sandy 
Andersen became Sandy Ander-
sen Homewood and has moved 
herself to England to live with her 
new husband Trevor. Sandy was 
our go-to-gal for all graphics and 
publications.  We wish both of 
these friends enjoyment and good 
health in their new lives.  They 
will be missed. In addition, Bob 
Schumaker of the maintenance 
staff will retire in September.  Bob 
has been part of the “team” that 
has been lugging donations from 
the dock to the sorters and setting 
up the areas for the book sales.  

A new reference librarian, Leah 
LaFera, has joined us from serv-
ing as director of the Canajoharie 
library.  We are glad to have her 
with us and I’m sure we will get to 
know her in no time at all.  Karen 
Bradley has included additional 
librarians in the budget for the 
coming year.  These, should they 
be allowed by the County, will 
relieve our director and assistant 
director of the multiple duties 
incurred because of severe budget 
restrictions.

At a date to be determined this 
fall, a general meeting of the 
membership of the Friends will 
be called to consider two issues: 
the revised bylaws of the Friends 
and, hopefully, a plan to create a 
foundation for the Friends of the 
Library.  A mailing announcing 
the meeting along with copies of 
pertinent documents will be sent 
to all members in good standing.
                    - John Karl

NOON PROGRAMS
BOOKS SANDWICHED IN

Jo Adams and Gene Rowland, Coordinators

September 8 
The Invisible Gorilla: Thinking Clearly In A World 
Of Illusions by Drs. Christopher Chabris and Daniel 
Simons ; a fascinating look at little-known illusions 
that greatly affect our daily lives. Reviewed by Dr. 
Christopher Chabris, Professor of Psychology, Union 
College. 

September 15 
Brain On Fire: My Month Of Madness by Susannah 
Cahalan; a frightening memoir of a young journalist’s 
struggle with a rare brain-attacking autoimmune 
disease.   Reviewed by Jo Adams, Schenectady 
County Librarian, Retired. 

September 22 
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History by 
Elizabeth Kolbert, New Yorker staff writer; Kolbert 
writes of five devastating mass extinctions and 
predicts the coming of a sixth. Reviewed by Dr. 
Nancy Slack, retired Professor of Plant Biology and 
History of Science, Russell Sage College.

September 29
Corruption in America - From Benjamin 
Franklin’s Snuff Box to Citizens United by Zephyr 
Teachout, Associate Professor at Fordham Law School 
and gubernatorial candidate; reviewed by Marge Karowe, 
an attorney and advocate for lifelong learning.

October 6
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their 
Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by 
Daniel James Brown; reviewed by Robert Dickson, 
history buff and frequent BSI contributor.

October 20
Thirty Girls by Susan Minot; the story of Esther, a 
Ugandan teenager and 29 other girls abducted by 
the Lord’s Resistance Army and Jane, an American 
journalist who has traveled to Africa, hoping to give 
a voice to children like Esther.  Reviewed by Paul 
O’Brien, who is in transition from teaching to a life 
of travel, writing and reflection.

SPECIAL FEATURES
WORLD WAR I

ONE HUNDRED YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator

October 27
Frank Taormina, retired teacher and school 
administrator will give a power point presentation of 
a brief history of the War.

November 3
Betram Fay, well known area teacher, lecturer and 
performer will review and discuss the impact of the 
poets and poetry of the War. 

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street. You 
may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-
impaired. 

UPCOMING SALES AT 
THE 

WHITNEY 

  
SEPT. - BIOGRAPHIES & 

YOUNG ADULT GRAPHIC 
NOVELS AND DVDs

OCT. - CRAFT BOOKS & 
PARENT EDUCATION 

1ST THURSDAYS 4-7 pm
HALF PRICE

SPOTTED AT THE VOLUNTEER PICNIC

Dottie & Frank Potochnik enjoy 
the festivities.

Tony Gaddy, John Karl and 
Karen Bradley announce the 
raffle winners. 

Tricia Margas, Ginny 
Thompson and Patti Rotunda 
feed the masses.

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://friendsofscpl.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://whitneybookcorner.org
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS
WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

Changes have been taking place 
at the Whitney.  We will no 
longer be issuing gift certificates 
as the accounting procedures 
were too cumbersome. 
Certificates already sold will 
be honored.  After the August 
sale of phonograph records, we 
will no longer be taking in or 
selling those records.  The space 
occupied by the records  at the 
store will be filled with new 
bookshelves to allow for better 
organization of our inventory.
 
A new category has been added at 
the store.  Whitney Treasures are 

books and media that have been 
identified as being of at least $35 
in value by our online sales crew.  
They will be sold for $10 at the 
store.  

The Whitney continues to honor 
military veterans who participate 
in the Return the Favor program 
in the County.  All purchases 
will be 50% off for these folks. 
Remember the 1st Thursday 
of each month from 4-7 pm all 
books in the store are half price.

For their help in maintaining and 
serving in the store: Sally Magid, 

Rich Holt,  Bernie Witkowski, 
and George Gould, many thanks.  
Thanks, also, to Rita Moore and 
Chris Witkowski for the signage 
and publicity that advertise 
our offerings,  and to the many 
wonderful clerks who work 
tirelessly and give of their time 
and energy to keep us the best 
bookstore in the capital district.

Now that the Barnes and Noble in 
Niskayuna is closed, tell all your 
friends to come to the Whitney 
for quality books for all ages, 
DVDs, CDs and audio books. 
                            - Gail Karl

BOOK SALES

Once again the summer flew 
by, and we are getting ready for 
our next big Book Sale on the 
weekend of September 27-28. 
As always, you are the backbone 
of the sale. Without you, our 
Schenectady community, 
volunteering at the event, 
our book sale would not be a 
success. Watching book lovers 
browse and purchase books with 
such enjoyment is extremely 
rewarding. The money raised is 
used for activities, supplies, and 
supplemental programs to make 
our Schenectady County Public 
Library System one of the best 
around. 

Robin Eddy works tirelessly to 
fill over 350 volunteers slots –
set up, cashiers, organizers and 
most importantly help with the 
cleanup.  If you would like to 
support our library by working 

at the Fall Sale, and are not a 
book dealer, please email Robin 
Eddy at rjeddy321@gmail.com to 
let her know you can help.  The 
sooner you email her, the better 
chance you have of getting the 
job, day, and time you want, as 
the people who volunteered at 
our last sale get first preference.

Please help us advertise this 
community event by stopping 
by the Whitney Book Corner 
to pick up one or more of our 
distinctive yellow Book Sale 
yard signs and placing them on 
lawns about 2 weeks before the 
sale. Encourage your friends and 
family to do so too. This is the 
best advertising for our sale!

We hope to see you the weekend 
of September 27-28!
......Susie and Rich Leon, Bob 
Symons, Robin and Fred Eddy

KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

DONATIONS
We have received two gifts 
from Karen Bradley, one in the 
memory of Leah Leonard and 
one to honor John Karl. 

THE SAGA OF THE SCHLEPMOBILE

 For 12 long years, in rain 
and snow and gloom of 
mornings, faithfull pushers 
have loaded the schlepmo-
bile (cart) with the choicest 
of books and media for sale 
at the bookstore, one block 
from the library.  The cart 
was built by Bern Allanson 
and reinforced by George 
Gould and has served faith-
fully all those years without 
complaint.  A number of 
volunteers have assumed the 
task of pushing the schlep-
mobile over the years.  The 
current pushers are:  Roger 
& Barbara Grasier, Ron King, 
Keith Rolfe (pictured) and 
Bill Fairlee as backup.  Bill 
has recently replaced the 
wheels with “racing wheels” 
with brakes to keep the 

schlepmobile from roll-
ing across Union street in 
a heavy wind.  If you want 
to witness one of the push-
ings, plant yourself in the 
library parking lot Monday 
morning between 11 and 
12 or Wednesday morning 

between 10 and 12.  You’ll 
have to watch quickly as 
the schlepmobile will just 
whiz on by in its appointed 
rounds.

A THURSDAY NIGHT IN MAY

May 1st was a very exciting night at the 
Whitney Book Corner. Karen Gonda 
decided to collect books for needy 
kids age 18 and under on behalf of the 
S.I.C.M Summer Lunch Program and 
her employer, Marshall & Sterling, gave 
her $150 towards this effort. What better 
place to spend it than at the Whitney on a 

First Thursday, when our books are half price. Karen filled two 
suitcases and still had money left to spend at the spring book 
sale the upcoming weekend. Talk about a win-win - books for 
children and support for the SCPL system.  We heartily thank 
Karen and welcome her to our little store and the Friends of the 
Library.

HELP WANTED
The Book Sale Team is 
looking for a person(s) 
to manage the 
updating of the yellow 
yard signs for each 

sale. This involves changing the dates 
for an upcoming sale, and then taking 
them to the Whitney for distribution. 
Also needed is a coordinator to 
oversee the distribution of flyers to 
businesses throughout Schenectady 
County.  Interested? Email Susie Leon at 
sleonread@gmail.com.

Interested in helping with the planning 
for the Friends of the Library’s 50th 
Anniversary? Contact John Karl at 
Johnsr@johnkarl.net or 393-7590.

TRAVEL WITH THE 
FRIENDS

The Friends of the Library and Tour 
Director John Goldsmith announce a trip to 

England from 
 May 5-18, 2015. Called the Wonderful 

West Country Tour, it will take us to the 
southwest of England and will feature 

homes of literary figures, as well as 
magnificent landscapes, coastal towns, 
stately houses, fabulous gardens, and 

historic sites.

Registrations will be accepted beginning 
Aug. 28 through Sept. 12 (no early 

registrations please). Because we anticipate 
a high level of interest, we have established 
a booking process that will ensure everyone 

gets an equal chance to go. Complete 
information, along with registration forms, 

can be found at all the library branches, 
the Whitney Book Corner and the Friends 
website, www.friendsofscpl.org.  Contact 

John Goldsmith at musicman1853@aol.com 
or 518-406-5459 if you have any questions 

or would like more information. 

A family picks out their books at 
the May, 2014 sale. 

mailto:?subject=
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
mailto:rjeddy321%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sleonread%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Johnsr%40johnkarl.net?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:musicman1853%40aol.com%20?subject=


Sept./Oct. 2014 6  www.friendsofscpl.org

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

SUPPORTING - $35

Ms. Frederica Anderson*
Robert Coppola & Barbara 
Armstrong
Patricia P.  Barker
Hank & Pat Buczkowski
Gertrude  Carpenter
Richard & Marian Clowe*
Rudolph A.Dehn*
Lyle & Eileen Eldred
Donna & Bill Fairlee
Dr. Marion Farlin
Renie M. Federighi
Therese Fitzgerald
Jo Freedman
David & Patricia Gosda
Ann & Joe Gotwals
Dorothy Graham
Arthur W. Haberl*
Gerald & Bea Hahn*
Patricia Halsey
Mary James*
Robert & Karen 
Kanarkiewicz
Don & Marilyn Leach
A.Wexler & Diane 
Leone
Elaine & Marvin  Lubert*
Elizabeth Pieper*
Ron & Gerri Pinkerton
Janet Rainey
Alice Reed
Grace Riccobono
Max & Roberta Richardson

Sonia H. Rubenstein*
William Schmitt*
Vern & June  Scoville*
Tricia K. Shaw
Albert &  Christine Singer
Patricia Stearns
Harry  Steven
Betty & Owen Sutton
Dori Trela
Legislator Holly C.Vellano
Elizabeth R. Vikre
Amy & Paul Volk

PATRON - $50-199

Bernard K. Allanson 
Lois & Richard Atkinson 
Dave & Adrienne Bashe 
Bill & Mary Jane Beaulieu*
Elmer & Olga Bertsch 
Barbara & John Beverley*
William & Carol Borthwick* 
Karen & David Bradley 
Anne Marie Brown 
Flower Buhrmaster 
Robert & Julia Burgess 
Miriam W. Butzel 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Catlin 
Edward & Dorothy Curley 
Faith Donovan 
Kristy & Dan  Eldeen 
Gary & Connie Emery 

Lisa & Bob Esperti 
Nancy D.Fitzroy*
James Gibney Jr.* 
Alfred & Mary Jo Gilbert* 
Virginia Golden 
James & Karen Gonda 
Roger & Barbara Grasier 
Cynthia Hamilton 
Howard & Emily Hart* 
Richard & Lisa Holt 
Sylvia E. Hosegood 
Ernest H. & Gloria Kahn* 
Gail & John Karl 
Marjorie Karowe 
Bill & Mary Liz Leitch* 
Joe Leonardo 
Arlene & Jack Maranville 
Suzanne Mason 
Anne C. McCoy 
Rita Moore 
Anne L. Peterson 
Dorothea & Frank 
Potochnik *
Margaret & Gary Reich 
Beryl Rockwell* 
Janice Rose 
Alice Rudnick 
Kathleen M. Ryan 
Cynthia & Wayne 
Schneider 
Helga A. Schroeter 
James & Beverly Sefcik 
Ralph & Linda Spaulding 
Joan & Robert Spencer* 

Themetria Svolos*
Francis Taormina 
Alice Tepper 
Fred & Virginia 
Thompson* 
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen 
William & Elizabeth Utzig 
Barbara VanEtten *
Nancy & Wayne Virkler 
Barbara Vivier* 
Nancy Walden*  
Anita Walther 
Junice & Harold 
Wusterbarth* 
Anne & Bob Yunick*

BENEFACTOR $200 +

Susan & Richard Baker*
Elwin C. &  Florance 
Bigelow*
Donal Early*
Neil & Jane Golub 
George & Joan Gould*
Lawson P. & Priscilla L. 
Harris*
Richard M. Junge*
Richard & Patricia 
Margas*
Kimberly Mastrianni 
Donna Esposito & 
William Ross*

*Eligible for GE Match
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                                        REELS
A Free Series  of Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

SEPTEMBER
 September 3: The Grand Budapest Hotel  Ralph 
Fiennes, F. Murray Abraham, Rated R; 100 minutes; 
2014

September 10:  Her  Joaquin Phoenix, Amy Adams, 
Scarlett Johansson, Rated R; 126 minutes; 2014

September 17:  Lone Survivor Mark Wahlberg, 
Taylor Kitsch, Emile Hirsch, Rated R; 122 minutes; 
2014

September 24:  Gloria   Paulina Garcia, Sergio 
Hernandez, Rated R; 122 minutes; 2014

Detailed movie information can be found on the 
Events calendar at www.scpl.org

OCTOBER
October 1:  Draft Day     Kevin Costner, Jennifer 
Garner, Rated R; 101 minutes; 2014

October 8:  The Amazing Spider-Man-2     Andrew 
Garfield, Emma Stone, Rated PG-13; 141 minutes; 
2014

October 15:  The Fault in Our Stars  Shailene 
Woodley, Ansel Elgort, Rated PG-13; 125 minutes; 
2014

October 22:  Captain America – The Winter Soldier     
Chris Evans, Samuel L. Jackson, Scarlett Johansson, 
Rated PG-13; 136 minutes; 2014

October 29:  Bad Words   Jason Bateman, Kathryn 
Hahn, Rated R; 89 minutes; 2014

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

The Friends welcome the following: Brad & Suzanne Bernadt, Alex 
Brownstein & Walda Chestnut, Jean Creighton, Darren & Dierdre 
Delaney, Sandra George & John Detwyler, Dorothy Dever, 
Kristy & Dan Eldeen, Gary & Connie Emery, Karen Fogg, James & 
Karen Gonda, Fay Kvinlaug, Denise Larrabee, Philip and  Eileen 
Latimer, Suzanne Mason, Anne C. McCoy, Alice Rudnick, Patty 
Skinner, Kim Stevens, Susan Stewart and Walter & Alison Yang.

 SAVING YOU $$
At its March meeting, your 
FOL Board voted to mail 

membership cards to NEW 
members only. The Board is 
concerned about the rising 
cost of first class mail and 
expects this cost-savings 

measure will be well received 
by our membership. 

AROUND THE LIBRARY

DREAM BIG READ! CELEBRATES ANOTHER BIG SUCCESS

Schenectady City School District 
Superintendent Larry Spring  often 
uses the term “summer slide” in his end 
of the year remarks. The phrase refers 
to summer learning loss that occurs 
when children are not in school nor 
exercising their mental muscles. The 
Duane Branch Library does its part 
to prevent the summer slide through 
a unique program called Dream 
Big Read! created in 2012 by Youth 
Services Librarian Kaela Wallman 
and Schenectady City School District 
teacher Dana DeMarco. 

Completing its third year, Dream 
Big Read targeted 1st-3rd graders 
from Keane Elementary School who 
were reading at or below grade level. 

Students received small group literacy 
instruction, taekwondo sessions, 
snacks, and free books every day for 
5 weeks. On August 1st, at the closing 
celebration, there were more graduates 
and higher achievement than either of 
the previous summers. All seventeen 
students recorded higher reading levels 
than at the end of the school year, and a 
few even doubled the number of words 
they could read. 

In year three Kaela secured the funding, 
managed the personnel, and helped 
coordinate the program.
Dream Big Read! is made possible by a 
partnership between the Schenectady 
City School District, the Capital District 
Child Care Council, and the Duane 

Branch Library and received funding 
from the Friends of the Library, the 
Schenectady Foundation, Golub 
Foundation, Stewart’s Shops, and 
Berkshire Bank. 

The Dream Big Read! coordinators hope 
to continue in the summer of 2015 and 
thank the Friends for supporting this 
program with resources and volunteers.
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

LIBRARY PROGRAMS

Tuesday, October 21 at 6:30 p.m. A Message of Perseverance, 
Determination, Faith and Hope by Marion Blumenthal Lazan, 
author of “Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story”. This program 
is appropriate for grades 6 to adult; call the Reference Desk at 388-
4511 to register.

Meet Bestselling Author former U.S. Army Captain Luis Carlos 
Montalván and his service dog, Tuesday, at  two programs:

Wednesday, November 5, at 4 p.m.(family program).  The author 
will read from his new children’s book, “Tuesday Tucks Me In.”   
Call the Children’s Room at 388-4540 to register. 

Thursday, November 6, at 6:30 p.m (adult program).  The author 
will talk about his book “Until Tuesday.”  Call the Reference Desk 
at 388-4511 to register.

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are held in the McChesney Room of 
the Central Library

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
AT CENTRAL

Computers for Novices: Mon., Sept. 8, 
9-10:30 a.m.
 Basic Keyboarding: Wed., Sept. 10, 
9-10:30 a.m. 
Facebook: Thur., Sept. 11, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Intro to Blogging: Sat, Sept. 13, 9-10:30 
a.m.
Basic Internet: Mon., Sept. 15, 9-10:30 
a.m.  
Internet Searching: Wed., Sept. 17, 
9-10:30 a.m. 
 Get to Know Your iPad: Thurs., 
Sept. 18, 9-10:30 a.m.
Basic E-mail: Fri., Sept. 19, 9-10:30 a.m. 
Charts, Tables and Templates: Tues., 
Sept. 23, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Call 388-4511 to register.

AROUND THE LIBRARY
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Thanks to the contributions 
of hundreds of community 
volunteers, our Fall 2014 
Book Sale was a big 
success!  The last weekend 
in September brought 
perfect weather with a 
number of other activities 
on the same weekend, but 
customers couldn’t pass up 
the opportunity to choose 
from over 40,000 books 
--all at bargain prices!  We 
made over $15,730 selling 
books at $1 and less, and we 
expect to receive about $880 
from a book wholesaler for 
books not sold. Also, by 
encouraging people to visit 
the Whitney Book Corner, 
the store made over $300 
that weekend.
 
Volunteers filled more 
than 325 job slots to 
make this sale a success, 

organizing the books, 
hauling them from the 
library and cleaning at 
the end of each day.  We 
couldn’t have done all this 
without your help and the 
continuous book donations 
from the community.

But the weekend sale was 
only the culmination 
of months of work and 
preparation done behind 
the scenes.  Books that have 
been donated each week are 
sorted into genre categories 
by Joan Molloy, Pat Stearns, 
Joanne Griffin, Bev Glover, 
Sally Weinstein, Susie 
Leon, Robin Eddy, Donna 
Hennel, and Linda Ward.  
Judy Dillenbach and Fred 
Marx sort and store the 
thousands of donated small 
paperbacks.  

Sylvia Curley and Dottie 
Potochnik sort the 
children’s books,  Nancy 
Virkler works with DVDs, 
and Bern Allanson 
entertains us with music 
while he sorts CDs.  Ellie 
Rowland sorts holiday 
season books and fills in 

where needed.  Alice Reed 
reviews the library discards 
and  John and Gail Karl not 
only categorize books for 
the Whitney Book Corner, 
they also take care of many 
logistical details.
 

Keith Rolfe and Roger 
Grasier take selected books 
to restock the Whitney 
Book Corner twice each 
week.  Rich Leon does the 
impossible by finding space 
for all the sorted books. 

We would be remiss if 
we didn’t mention the 
HUGE contribution that 
Bob Symons makes to 
organize and keep our 
operation moving along.  
Without his efforts, the 
sorters’ jobs would be 
much more difficult and 
time-consuming.The work 

goes on, as we prepare for 
future sales.  Please come 
out and support our Winter 
Sale on February 7-8, 2015, 
in the McChesney Room, 
featuring both fiction and 
nonfiction.  We can’t do this 
without all the support of 
our FRIENDS!
     - Susie & Rich Leon, 
Bob Symons, Robin & Fred 
Eddy                 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
     Another 
successful book sale 
is past and I don’t 
have room in this 
report to thank all 
of the volunteers for 

their amazing effort to raise funds 
for the library.  Robin Eddy, our 
volunteer coordinator, will send out 
the thank-you messages.  For your 
information, around 350 volunteers 
put in over 800 volunteer hours 
during the 3 day effort.  The U.S. 
government suggests that volunteer 
hours be valued at $22.00+, making 
the sale event around $18,000 of 
“free” labor.  But remember, this is 
a labor of love for our library.  I’ve 
singled out the sales coordinators 
in the past, but feel the need to 
mention the great work that they 
do:  Fred and Robin Eddy, Rich 
and Susie Leon and Bob Symons.  
I must add Karen Bradley and her 
faithful husband Dave who worked 
the entire two days of the sale.  
Karen is our library director and 
has a tremendous workload of her 
own, but values the efforts of the 
Friends who provide the necessary 
support for almost all library 
programs.

What would the library be without 
some construction going on?  
Hopefully, we’ll soon find out.  The 
reconstruction of the sidewalk 
areas is a long-needed project.  
There has been at least one injury 
during each book sale due to the 
uneven cement.  That project, paid 
for by grants from the state and 
Metroplex, will be completed by 
November 15, weather permitting.  
The kitchen in the McChesney 
Room will get a make-over, the 
first in almost 50 years, with funds 
provided by the Friends. 

The biggest project is the new 
construction of  the Phyllis Bornt 

Family Literacy Center at 952 
State Street.  Once done, the center 
will be a beacon of enlightenment 
in the mid-city area.  Hopefully, 
groundbreaking will take place 
this fall and the Friends will 
step forward, as we always do, 
to provide whatever support is 
necessary to make this a “knock-
your-socks off ” addition to our 
library family.

I’m going to venture an opinion, 
which leads to a suggestion.  After 
having served for many years 
on the Friends Board and as a 
Trustee of the Library (for a time), 
appointed by the legislature, I am 
sorry to say that there is a tension 
between the Library trustees and 
the Friends.  This is not acceptable 
and I look forward to helping 
remedy the problem.  A while ago, 
I made a plea that the Trustees and 
the Friends form a partnership, 
the goal being the best functioning 
library possible.  

One of the ways to bring these two 
groups together is to understand 
what is the relationship of the 
county to the library.  NYS 
Education Law, which governs 
libraries such as ours, is very clear 
that once the library budget is 
approved by the legislature, the 
administration of the library is 
entirely in the hands of the trustees 
and their appointed director.  
If that can be agreed to by the 
county leadership, then many of 
the barriers that exist over who 
supports what can be addressed 
and there can be a more clear 
relationship between the Friends 
and the Trustees.  No matter what, 
the Friends stand fully behind 
the Director and her team.  I will 
devote my attention to working 
toward the best relationship 
possible.       - John Karl

UPCOMING SALES AT THE 
WHITNEY 

NOV. - HOLIDAY BOOKS

BLACK FRIDAY 
50% OFF

STORE OPENS AT 9 a.m.

DEC. - NEW CHILDREN’S 
AND YOUNG ADULT BOOKS 

1st THURSDAYS 4-7 p.m.
HALF PRICE

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://friendsofscpl.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://whitneybookcorner.org
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NOON PROGRAMS

SPECIAL FEATURES
WORLD WAR I

ONE HUNDRED YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator

November 3

Bertrand Fay, well known area teacher, lecturer and 
performer will review and discuss the impact of the 
poets and poetry of the War. 

TABLE TALKS
John Karl and Gene Rowland, Coordinators

November 10 

 Schenectady native Fred Randall will read from 
his book, Keeping Time, a story that  chronicles 
the 98 year old Schenectady native’s love affair with 
percussion, starting as a Depression-era kid who 
worked odd jobs and played gigs to put food on his 
family’s table.  The book also explores the ups and 
downs of being a husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.  A book sale and signing will take 
place during the program. 

December 1 and 8 

A  two-week discussion program on U.S. 
Immigration Policy and Issues with Kimberly 
Finnigan, an attorney from Albany who specializes 
in immigration and naturalization law. Kimberly 
will help us understand the current immigration 
laws, the issues that our lawmakers struggle with, 
and possible reforms to the system.  Attendees will 
be given references to help understand the issues, 
and will have an opportunity to express their views 
about what our President and Congress should do to 
improve the system.

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Patricia Rush, Coordinator

December 15

The Long Shadow: The Great War and the 20th 
Century by David Reynolds. In his book, the author, 
an historian and Fellow of Christ’s College Cam-
bridge, assesses the impact of the First World War 
that challenges its iconic status as a world of gloomy 
trenches, anti-war poets and wasted lives.  Reynolds 
argues that the First World War produced a funda-
mental departure in world history which ultimately 
resulted in another world war, and in consequences 
the world is still experiencing.  Reviewed by Robert 
McFarland,  emeritus senior administrator, State 
University of New York at Albany, and a former his-
tory teacher.

January 5

A Feathered River Across the Sky: The Passenger 
Pigeon’s Flight to Extinction by Joel Greenberg.  
The last passenger pigeon, Martha, died 100 years 
ago in captivity at the Cincinnati Zoo.  Although 
a billion pigeons crossed the skies near Toronto in 
May of 1860, little more than 50 years later they 
were extinct.  Greenberg, a naturalist and research 
associate of the Field Museum,  tells a cautionary 
tale of what happened to this epic bird.  He is 
instrumental in Project Passenger Pigeon, which 
focuses attention on human-caused extinctions.  
Reviewed by Patricia Rush, past president of ECOS: 
the Environmental Clearinghouse.

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street. You 
may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-
impaired. 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS
WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

There’s no doubt that the 
Whitney is one of the most 
appreciated destinations 
in downtown Schenectady.  
Hundreds of customers enter our 
door every month.  During the 
Greek/Italian festivities, over 150 
“browsers” stopped in to see what 
we are all about.  Some had no 
idea that we were here and vowed 
to become regulars. 

We’ve made some changes in our 
appearance and offerings.  It was 
decided to end our sale of LP 
records and the library staff will 
no longer accept LP donations.  
As a result, we have increased 

shelf space for books and can 
expand some heretofore-tight 
categories.  Stop in and see our 
new look.  

We continue to reach out to 
the community with low, low 
prices for children’s and young 
adult books, especially for area 
teachers.  Another popular 
service is the Return the Favor 
program for military veterans, 
which allows them a 50% 
discount on store offerings.  The 
Whitney also has been providing 
self-help materials to the Ellis 
Medicine Psychiatric Unit.

 On Saturday, December 13, 
during regular store hours, the 
Whitney will be transformed into 
a Dickens Christmas, with period 
music and clerks in Dickensian 
costumes.  We have been 
amassing a collection of Dickens 
works and may even have some 
readings to go along with the 
festivities.  All this coincides with 
the downtown-wide Holiday 
Open House sponsored by 
the Downtown Schenectady 
Improvement Corporation.  
                            - Gail Karl

HELP WANTED

The On Line Sales team is looking for people to work 
Tuesday  or Friday afternoons. You will work  with a team 
member and no heavy lifting is required, but must be 
able to stand at the sorting table for 2 or 3 hours. Contact 
Shawn at dschultz7@nycap.rr.com.

The Book Sale Team is looking for a person(s) to manage the updating of 
the yellow yard signs for each sale. This involves changing the dates for 
an upcoming sale, and then taking them to the Whitney for distribution. 
Also needed is a coordinator to oversee the distribution of flyers to 
businesses throughout Schenectady County.  Interested? Email Susie 
Leon at sleonread@gmail.com.

Volunteer Tutors Needed To 
Help With Computer 

Literacy 
@ Central

Seeking tutors to work with 
patrons learning basic & 

advanced computer skills.  

1-on-1 interaction with 
students

Flexible hours
1-3 hours per week

To volunteer, please contact 
Anudha:  

anudham@gmail.com

DONATIONS

Contributions were received from 
the following:  Robert Creatura, in 
memory of Charles Atwell; Terry 
Harlow in  honor of Amy Volk; 
Sue & Kent Burchill in memory of 
Lester Heverling and Carol Hooley 
in memory of Virginia Podbielski. 
   

Black Friday @ the 
Whitney!

mailto:dschultz7%40nycap.rr.com?subject=
mailto:sleonread%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

AUTHOR EVENTS

Meet Bestselling Author former U.S. Army Captain Luis Carlos 
Montalván and his service dog, Tuesday, at  two programs:

Wednesday, November 5, at 4 p.m.(family program).  The 
author will read from his new children’s book, “Tuesday Tucks 
Me In.”   Call the Children’s Room at 388-4540 to register. 

Thursday, November 6, at 6:30 p.m. (adult program).  The 
author will talk about his book “Until Tuesday.”  Call the Refer-
ence Desk at 388-4511 to register.

Meet Elizabeth Rosner, Schenectady native and author of “The 
Speed of Light,” “Blue Nude,” “Electric City” and “Gravity” on 
Sunday, November 9 at 2 p.m.  Call 388-4511 to register.

Rosner grew up in Schenectady, New York as a daughter 
of Jewish holocaust survivors. Her father, who was born in 
Hamburg, Germany, was sent to Buchenwald concentration 
camp, while her mother survived the war by hiding in the 
Polish countryside. Much of Ms. Rosner’s writing reflects 
her efforts to come to terms with the impact of her parents’ 
experiences on her own life, the indelible imprints of their 
history on her language, her identity, and her imagination. 

Unless otherwise noted, all programs are held in the McChesney Room of the 
Central Library.

ATTENTION ALL 
BREWMEISTERS

Have you always wanted to learn how to 
brew your own beer? 

Join us on Thursday, 
November 13, at 
6:30 p.m. in the 
McChesney Room as the 
Homebrew Emporium will 
teach you about brewing, 
ingredients, process and 
everything needed to  get 
you started brewing your 

own beer! Program is free; no alcohol 
will be served. 

PLANS FOR NEW BRANCH LIBRARY 
PROCEED

Gary Hughes, Schenectady County Legislature Majority Leader, 
has announced that Schenectady County has closed on the 
property at 948-954 State Street that will be the new home of 
the Phyllis Bornt Branch Library and Family Literacy Center. 

The new branch has been 
named in honor of Phyllis 
Bornt, a former librarian and 
prominent member of the 
Friends of the Library, who 
left a significant bequest in 

support of the library branches.
Architectural rendering of Bornt 

Literacy Center

CELEBRATE
A DICKENS CHRISTMAS

AT

THE WHITNEY BOOK CORNER
DECEMBER 13

1-4 P.M.

READINGS, MUSIC, 
REFRESHMENTS AND MORE

mailto:?subject=
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

MEMBER RENEWALS

SUPPORTING - $35

David Kafkewitz & Adrianne 
Bendich
Joan Bergin
Ann Bish
Jeff & Wonja Brucker
Carol M. Cascio
Ted Heisler*
Chris & Pat Jones
Marilyn Lucas
Barbara Markey*
Edward H. McElroy
Kathleen & Peter McManus
Margaret Moore*
Linda Post
Lawrence & Linda Relyea*
Robert & Patricia Wall*
John & Constance Young*

*Eligible for GE Match

PATRON - $50-199

Jo & Phil Adams*
Mariko  Baertsch*
Wendy & Walter Berninger*
Naomi G. Bristol
Louis & Judy Clough
Gail Denisoff
Susanne & Robert Doyle
Leonard A. Herman*
Analine Hicks
Bernice Izzo
Gerri & James Kenney
Isabel Krempa
Cynthia & Ralph Leach
Charles & Sharon Maneri
Anne Middleton
Robert M. Nottke
Emily & John O’Grady*
Catherine Paupst
Melinda & Daniel  Perrin*
Beverly  Provost
Joan M. & Francis J. Scheib*
Karen & Joseph  Schell
Marylois & Leland Tupper*

WELCOME 
TO OUR NEW 

MEMBERS

The Friends welcome the 
following: David Kafkewitz 
& Adrianne Bendich, Leah 
LaFera, Carol Maxim-
Kanalley, Joseph Ringhoff, 
Letty Shaw, Peter & Claudia 
Sisario and Karin Smith.

THERE’S NO 
SUCH THING AS 

A ....

free newsletter! If you’re 
reading a complimentary 
copy why not join the 
Friends and be assured of 
receiving the newsletter 
five times a year, delivered 
directly to your door!  Plus, 
you’ll get the satisfaction of 
supporting the fine SCPL 
system. Membership forms 
can be found at 
www.friendsofscpl.org.

BEAT THE SNOW WILL RETURN......WITH YOUR 
HELP!

I am pleased to report that we may be able to present the 
Beat the Snow series again this coming year, on Sunday 
afternoons in the McChesney Room at the Central Library, 
beginning January 4th, 2015. Ms Jan Walz is organizing the 
program but volunteers are still needed to be in attendance 

to ensure adequate seating arrangements, opening and closing of the room, 
etc.  If you are willing to volunteer for even one Sunday, please contact me 
at 377-3952 or  wgrattidge@aol.com, or Karen Bradley, Library Director 
at kbradley@mvls.info. A complete schedule will be published in the next 
newsletter, but mark your calendars for Janurary  at 2:30 pm.           -Walter 
Grattidge

COME TO A MEETING

The Friends of SCPL meet at 
6:30 pm in the McChesney 
Room on the last Tuesday 
in August, October, January, 
March and May. The public 
is welcome to attend. 

http://friendsofscpl.org
mailto:wgrattidge%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:kbradley%40mvls.info?subject=
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                                        REELS
A Free Series  of Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

NOVEMBER
November 5: Godzilla  Aaron Taylor-Johnson, 
Ken Watanabe, Bryan Cranston,  Rated PG 13; 123 
minutes; 2014

November 12: The Longest Day Henry Fonda, 
Robert Mitchum, Sean Connery, John Wayne,  263 
minutes; 1962 

November 19:  Million Dollar Arm   Jon Hamm, 
Alan Arkin, Bill Paxton, Aasif Mandvi, Rated PG; 
124 minutes; 2014

November 26:  Maleficent Angelina Jolie, Elle 
Fanning,    Rated PG; 96 minutes; 2014

DECEMBER
December 3: The Angriest Man in Brooklyn   Robin 
Williams, Mila Kunis, Peter Dinklage, Melissa Leo , 
Rated R; 84 minutes; 2014

December 10: Cesar Chavez  Michael Pena, America 
Ferrera, Rosario Dawson                         
Rated PG-13; 102 minutes; 2014

December 17:  The Normal Heart  Mark Ruffalo, 
Jonathan Groff, Frank De Julio, Taylor Kitsch, Rated 
TV-MA; 143 minutes; 2014

December 31: Jersey Boys  Erich Bergen, John Lloyd 
Young, Michael Lomenda, Vincent Piazza,   Directed 
by Clint Eastwood; Rated R; 134 minutes; 2014

Detailed movie information can be found on the Events 
Calendar at www.scpl.org

AROUND THE LIBRARY

THE FACES OF THE BOOK SALE
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
AT CENTRAL

Computers for Novices November 10 - 9-10:30 a.m.
An introduction to computers for absolute beginners.  No 
experience necessary. .

Basic Keyboarding November 12 - 9-10:30 a.m. A hands-
on class to learn the computer keyboard.

Basic Internet November 17- 9-10:30 a.m. A very basic, 
hands-on introduction to the Internet. Requirement: Must 
be able to use the mouse and keyboard.

iPad, Part 2: Let the Tips Continue November 17-
6-7:30 p.m. If you know the basics of how to use an iPad 
but want to do more with it, then come and learn little 
known tips and tricks for using an iPad wisely.  

Skype 101 NEW! November 18 - 9-10:30 a.m.
Have you been wanting to chat face-to-face online with 
your children, grandchildren, or friends? Discover what 
Skype is all about.  This is mostly a demonstration class, 
but participants are welcome to bring their laptops.

Microsoft Intermediate Excel 2010 November 18 - 6-7:30 
p.m.This class is recommended for individuals who have a 
basic understanding of Excel 2010. 

Internet Searching  November 19 - 9-10:30 a.m.
Learn how to search for information on the Internet. 
Requirement: Must have taken Basic Internet.

Basic E-mail November 21-9-10:30 a.m. Set up a gmail 
account and learn how to write, send, respond and delete 
emails. Requirement: Must have basic Internet skills. 

All classes are held in the Swanker Board Room at the 
Central Library.  Call 388-4511 to register. Must have 
a valid SCPL card.
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THE WHITNEY BOOK CORNER HOSTS 

A DICKENS CHRISTMAS

  Carols, cookies and coupons were 
the order of the day on Saturday, 
December 13, when Charles Dickens, 
aka Rev. Timothy Coombs, visited 
the Whtiney Book Corner to give 
a reading from his famous story A 
Christmas Carol. Along with SCPL 
and in conjunction with the DSIC’s 
Hall-iDay,  dozens of adults and 
children were treated to traditional 
holiday carols performed by Emily 
and Melissa Aucompaugh and Hannah 
List, of  Triple Clef. There was even 
a visit from the Little Match Girl, as 

Ariana Schultz handed out matches 
for a small donation to the Friends.  
At the Central library anyone who 
participated in an activity was given 
a coupon for a free book from the 
Whitney and one by one, they made 
their way to the store to redeem it. 
Many thanks to Amy Sacchetti for 
sewing  the Victorian caplets and to 
Shawn Marie Schultz and Charlene 
Roman for making this terrific event 
come to life. 

TELL US A STORY
In 1976, my mother and 
brother were living in 
Cambridge, Ma.,  where they 
regularly visited a nearby thrift 
shop. One day my brother  
discovered a SCPL discarded 
copy of Madeline and Mom 

sent it to my sister Donna as a gift. I have 
absolutely no doubt that the book passed 
through our hands many times as children 
since one of our large brood regularly checked 
it out from the bookmobile that visited our 
neighborhood in the 1950s.

My sister & I visited the NY Historical Society 
exhibit on Madeline in October and upon 

returning to Kingston, I asked if she might 
have the copy  after all this time.  We searched 
through bins of old books in her basement, 
and, to our surprise, 
we found Madeline 
safe and sound and 
not much worse for 
wear. Upon further 
inspection, we also 
discovered that it is a 
first edition and our 
‘old friend’ has become 
more treasured than ever!
                              -Virginia Newton
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 
The New Year always 
brings the promise 
of good things to 
come, and, as we 
look forward to the 

Friends 49th year, there are many 
opportunities ahead.  Hopefully the 
McChesney room kitchen has been 
remodeled and the reconstruction 
of all the sidewalk areas around the 
central library has been completed.  
There will be a new, fresh look to 
the surroundings.  

The library staff has been increased 
during 2014. Leah LeFara has 
joined the staff as a reference 
librarian and Doug Bixler is the 
library’s new design and graphics 
expert.  The Friends are happy that 
there is some much needed relief 
for our hardworking staff.  

The regular book sales are planned 
and ready for February, May and 
September and we have a new 
addition with a one day sale of 
mint condition paperbacks in 
January.  With over 5000 available 
we can offer them at 2 for $1 on 
January 17.   

The Friends welcomes Jan Walz 
who is taking charge of the Beat-
the Snow music programs held on 
Sundays during the cold winter 
months.  

Bids are going out for construction 
of the Phyllis Bornt Family Literacy 
Center and should be received by 
April, so we will soon have a good 
idea of when that new branch will 

be ready.  I’m looking forward to 
making announcements at our 
Annual Dinner on Tuesday, April 
14.   

During the course of the year, 
books and other media have been 
donated to schools and agencies in 
the community.  Ellis Medicine’s 
mental health facility received 
a number of self-help books, 
various day care and Pre-K reading 
programs have received books for 
those age groups, shelters like the 
Bethesda House and City Mission 
got materials for their clients 
and the Schenectady City School 
District received many  sets of 
surplus books that had been part 
of the One County-One Book 
program over the years. 
 
The Friends could not do much of 
what we do without the support of 
both the library and the custodial 
staff.  They are just as enthused 
as we are about the success of our 
programs and sales.

Finally,  I have to thank our 
retiring book store manager, Gail, 
for the great job that she and her 
associates have done for the past 7 
years to make the Whitney Book 
Corner a tremendous asset for our 
community.  I found out that Gail’s 
retirement as manager does not 
end the book “schlepping” that we 
have been doing for all the many 
sales that have become so popular 
with our customers.  It has been 
and still will be a most enjoyable 
task.
                    - John Karl

UPCOMING SALES AT THE 
WHITNEY 

JANUARY - MINT 
CONDITION PAPERBACKS

FEBRUARY- ROMANCE

1st THURSDAYS 4-7 p.m.
HALF PRICE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
MID-WINTER BOOK SALE

FEB. 7 & 8
Contact Robin Eddy at rjeddy321@gmail.com

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://friendsofscpl.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://whitneybookcorner.org
mailto:rjeddy321%40gmail.com?subject=
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NOON PROGRAMS

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Patricia Rush, Coordinator

January 5

A Feathered River Across the Sky: The Passenger 
Pigeon’s Flight to Extinction by Joel Greenberg.  
The author, a research associate at the Field Museum, 
paints a vivid picture of the passenger pigeon’s 
place in literature, art and in the hearts and minds 
of those who witnessed the passage of millions of 
these birds.  He provides a cautionary tale of what 
happens when species and natural resources are 
not harvested sustainably.  Reviewed by Patricia 
Rush, past president of ECOS: the Environmental 
Clearinghouse, and a retired college teacher and 
administrator. 

January 12
 
Life is a Wheel: Love, Death, Etc., and a Bike Ride 
Across America, by Bruce Weber.  A reporter for 
The New York Times, Weber rode across country 
by himself for the second time, asking himself as he 
rides “Why am I doing this again?”  Reviewed by 
Bill Kornrumpf, a retired GE engineer, and himself a 
cross-country cyclist.

January 26

Lila, by Marilynne Robinson.  Revisiting the same 
characters and setting of the Pulitzer-prize winning 
Gilead and Home, a National Book Award finalist, 
Lila is an expression of the mysteries of existence in 
the life of a homeless girl on the fringes of society.  
Reviewed by Esther Willison, retired Schenectady 
School District teacher.

February 2

 Killing Patton: The Strange Death of WW II’s 
Most Audacious General, by Bill O’Reilly and 
Martin Dugard.  Suspicions that Patton’s death at the 
end of World War II under mysterious circumstances 
may have been an assassination are discussed in 
this book.  Reviewed by John Karl, president of the 
Friends of the Library and a retired history teacher.

February 9

Denialism: How Irrational Thinking Hinders 
Scientific Progress, Harms the Planet and 
Threatens Our Lives, by Michael Specter.  The 
author poses the question: Are we going to continue 
to embrace new technologies, along with their 
limitations and threats, or are we going to slip back 
into an era of magical thinking?  He argues for a 
new Enlightenment.  Reviewed by Peter Tobiessen, 
emeritus Professor and former Chair of the Biology 
Department, Union College.                                                                 

Februrary 23 -To Be Announced
 

SCIENCE SERIES
Walter Grattidge, Coordinator

March 2
Dr. Victor D. Roberts, President of Robert’s Research 
& Consulting, Inc., will  give a talk entitled “The 
Recent Revolution in Lighting”.

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the 
McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street. You 
may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal 
fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-
impaired. 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS
WHITNEY BOOK CORNER-A CHANGING OF THE GUARD

The Whitney 
Book Corner 
will be having 
a change of 
command 
starting the 

first of January.  I have been the 
manager for the past seven years 
and it’s time for me to move on.  
It was a great experience because 
of the wonderful volunteers, 
customers, library staff, and 
members of the Friends who 
work tirelessly to sort the best 
books and media for the store.  A 
special thanks to Ellie Rowland, 
Chris Witkowski, and Bobbi 
Richardson who have been 

my support all along.  Also, 
our landlord, Charles Juracka, 
has been a good friend for 
the Whitney.  I know that the 
store will continue to grow and 
improve under our new manager, 
Charlene Roman.  
                            - Gail Karl

I am originally from Connecticut, 
and have  been in NY two years 
now. I am married and have 
two adult children and the 
love of our lives, Felicia, our 
granddaughter. My degree is in 
Early Childhood Education but 
I have spent the last 35 years in 
retail management, including two 

bookstores. I am looking forward 
to managing the Whitney Book 
Corner. I know I have some big 
shoes to fill following Gail and 
the exceptional 
work she has 
done for the 
last 8 years. 
I am hoping 
a different 
perspective will 
only enhance 
what has already been achieved 
by Gail and her staff.  
               - Charlene Roman

GREAT DECISIONS

The Great Decisions discussion series, held on 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the McChesney Room, 
is free of charge and is sponsored by the national, 
non-partisan, Foreign Policy Association 
(www.fpa.org).  The FPA publishes a discussion 
guide, which presents a comprehensive balanced 
review of each topic.  The guide is helpful, but 
not mandatory.  A copy of the guide may be 
purchased by contacting Tony Mogro 374-1377, 
AMogro@nycap.rr.com or Fred Eddy 346-1683 or 
FredEddy7@gmail.com while supplies last.  Topics 
for the 2015 series are:

Feb. 3         Russia and the Near Abroad
Feb. 10         Privacy in the Digital Age
Feb. 17         Sectarianism in the Middle East
Feb. 24         India Changes Course
Mar. 3         U.S. Policy Towards Africa
Mar. 10        Syria’s Refugee Crisis
Mar. 17        Human Trafficking in the 21st
                     Century 
Mar. 24        Brazil’s Metamorphosis

ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

JOIN THE FRIENDS AS WE TRAVEL TO THE
THOMAS COLE &

 MARTIN VAN BUREN NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITES

ON THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2015

ENJOY LUNCH AT THE BEEKMAN ARMS,
RHINEBECK, THE OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY 

OPERATED INN IN AMERICA

$68 - FRIENDS OF SCPL MEMBERS
$78 - NON-MEMBERS

Registrations  accepted January 15-April 15
Complete details and registration forms available
at all library branches, Whitney Book Corner and

www.friendsofscpl.org

MID-WINTER BOOK 
SALE 

 FEBRUARY 7 & 8 
McCHESNEY ROOM

mailto:AMogro%40nycap.rr.com?subject=
mailto:FredEddy7%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org%0D
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

AUTHOR EVENT

On Sunday, January 11, 2015 
at 2:00PM in the McChesney 
Room, Jennifer Donnelly 
will discuss her newest novel, 
ROGUE WAVE,  the second 
book in Jennifer’s young adult 
WATERFIRE SAGA series.  
Ms Donnelly is an award-
winning author of both adult 
and young adult books. She lives 
in the Hudson Valley area. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT......

•	 your membership renewal contribution is tax 
deductible?

•	 the Friends fund all library staff development, 
training and conferences?

•	 the Friends fund the library Museum Pass program 
that provides free or reduced admissions to many 
museums and other attractions in the area?

•	 the Friends fund free computer training for all 
library card holders?

•	 all programs funded by the Friends, such as Books 
Sandwiched In and Beat the Snow, are entirely free 
to the public?

The Friends have also funded many of the amenities 
not provided by the County, such as the flag pole 
lights, the sprinkler system, the mezzanine in the new 
addition and the soon to be renovated McChesney 
Room kitchen.

The volunteers of the Friends do not receive one cent 
of compensation for the many hours of labor that they 
put in every week of every year. As loyal members of 
the Friends, you are getting a BIG Bang for your buck.  
Keep it up. We are approaching the Friends 50th year 
supporting the library. We look forward to the next 50 
years with enthusiasm.                     -John Karl

Leah LaFera, Ann Moore, Bob Sullivan, 
Rob Lang and Mary Ann Warner show 
off the new book carts purchased by the 
Friends. 

ONE DAY SALE!
McCHESNEY ROOM
MINT CONDITION

 PAPERBACKS
2/$1.00

JANUARY 17  9am-4pm
OVER 5,000 TITLES!

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
AT CENTRAL

Basic Microsoft Excel 2010
Saturday, January 10th @ 
9-10:30AM

Computers for Novices
Monday, January 12th @ 
9-10:30AM

Microsoft Word 2010: File 
Management
Tuesday, January 13th @ 6-7:30PM

Basic Keyboarding
Wednesday, January 14th @ 
9-10:30AM

Basic Internet
Friday, January 16th @ 9-10:30AM
Internet Searching
Tuesday, January 20th @ 
9-10:30AM

Microsoft Word 2010: Getting to 
Know Word
Tuesday, January 20th @ 6-7:30PM

Basic Email
Thursday, January 22nd @ 
9-10:30AM

Intermediate Microsoft Excel 2010
Saturday, January 24th @ 
9-10:30AM 

All classes are held in the Swanker Board Room at the Central Library.  
Call 388-4511 to register. Must have a valid SCPL card.

mailto:?subject=
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

MEMBER RENEWALS

SUPPORTING - $35

Sylvia &  Robert Briber
Stacy Cohen
Janet B. Crandall
Gedia Demaria*
Joseph & Jane Hendrick
Carolyn Hermes
Barbara Hipwell
Jane McCloskey
Patricia  Mion
Paul E. Mitchell*
Roy & Mary Neville
Carmel Rose Patrick
Ruth E. Savastio
Cynthia Shultz

PATRON - $50-199

Fred & Sheelagh Baily*
Phyllis Budka*

Legislator James & Sandra 
Buhrmaster
Andrew Chestnut
Bob & Joanne Dial
Richard Elwell*
Carol  Fischer
Mary Fitzgerald
Donald Gavin*
Anita Paul & David Gerhan
Gail Girvin
Diane & John Goldsmith
Mr. & Mrs.Harris R.Gregory, Jr.
Stanley & Claudia Jakubowski
Brian & Roberta Kelly
Peter &  Leah Kucera
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kulmatiski
Donna & Ronald Lagasse
Bill & Abby Norton Levering
Barbara & Bernard McEvoy
Annemarie McLaughlin
Sylvia Raushi

Francis &  Mary S. Reed*
Edwin & Jean Reilly
John & Tee Robitzek
Judith   Stein
Shirley Thomas*
Mary E. White 
Herman & Holly Wiegman*

BENEFACTOR $200+

Joanne & Kip Arnold
Richard & Mary A.Maitino
Jane Bucci Stewart*
Esther M. Swanker
Lisa & Bart Zabin

*Eligible for GE Match

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBERS

The Friends welcome 
the following: Andrew 
Chestnut, Teresa Ebert, 
Stanley & Claudia 
Jakubowski, Lyn Kucij,  
P. Santillo, Judith Stein and  
Judith Winchester.

SAVE THE DATE!!
GOLF TOURNAMENT

JUNE 15 - MOHAWK GOLF CLUB
TO BENEFIT THE MOHAWK VALLEY LIBRARY FOUNDATION

SPONSORS AND GOLFERS NEEEED
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: BILL LEITCH, ERIC TRAHAN 

OR ESTHER SWANKER

GRANT NEWS FOR THE FRIENDS OF SCHENECTADY 
CITY SCHOOLS LIBRARIES

From Donna Phillips, SCPL Library Board of 
Trustees member: “We’re  pleased to announce the 
award of a grant for $3,200 from the Schenectady 
City Schools Educational Foundation. Coupled with 
$700 raised by the School Libraries Friends, this will 
cover costs for full participation in the Capital Region 

BOCES EBook program. We’re hoping to raise 
additional funds from school library supporters in 
the city to purchase additional ebooks for city school 
students to enjoy.” Those interested in supporting the 
group and its efforts to purchase ebooks can contact 
Donna Phillips at donnal332@gmail.com. 

mailto:donnal332%40gmail.com?subject=
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                                        REELS
A Free Series  of Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

JANUARY

January 7 -   Tammy  Melissa McCarthy, Susan 
Sarandon, Kathy Bates, Allison Janney  Directed by 
Ben Falcone; Rated R; 97 minutes; 2014

January 14:  What If   Daniel Radcliffe, Zoe Kazan, 
Megan Parker, Adam Driver, Mackenzie Davis                                
Directed by Michael Dowse; Rated PG-13; 98 
minutes; 2014

January 21:  The November Man  Pierce Brosnan, 
Luke Bracey, Olga Kurylenko, Bill Smitrovich, Will 
Patton   Directed by Roger Donaldson; Rated R; 109 
minutes; 2014

January 28:  The Hundred-Foot Journey  Helen 
Mirren, Om Puri, Manish Dayal, Charlotte Le 
Bon, Directed by Lasse Hallstrom; Rated PG; 122 
minutes; 2014

FEBRUARY

February 4:  Dawn of the Planet of the Apes  
Gary Oldman, Keri Russell, Andy Serkis, Jason 
Clarke,Directed by Matt Reeves; Rated PG-13; 130 
minutes; 2014

February 11:  Magic in the Moonlight  Colin Firth, 
Antonia Clarke, Natasha Andrews, Valerie Beaulieu, 
Simon McBurney  Directed by Woody Allen; Rated 
PG-13; 97 minutes; 2014

February 18:  A Walk Among the Tombstones  
Liam Neeson, Dan Stevens, David Harbour, Eric 
Nelsen,   Directed by Scott Frank; Rated R; 113 
minutes; 2014

February 25:  Get On Up  Chadwick Boseman, 
Octavia Spencer, Viola Davis, Nelsan Ellis, Dan 
Aykroyd  Directed by Tate Taylor; 
Rated PG-13; 139 minutes; 2014

Detailed movie information can be found on the Events 
Calendar at www.scpl.org

AROUND THE LIBRARY

FROM OUR PHOTO ALBUM

Tuesday, the service dog of author and 
former U.S. Army Captain Luis Carlos 
Montalván visited the Whitney after 
their recent SCPL program. 

Some happy Dickens Christmas 
participants 

Bob Coppola greets 98 year old 
Fred Randall, author of Keeping 

Time.  
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The Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library

Mid-winter 
Book Sale

February 7 & 8, 2015
All Adult Books

$1
Continuous restocking!

McChesney Room, Central Library
Saturday 9am - 5pm

Sunday 1pm-4pm
Large Print Books at the 

Whitney Book Corner- $1.00
Schenectady County Public Library

99 Clinton Street • Schenectady, NY 12305 • 388-4500 • www.scpl.org

BEAT THE SNOW 

The Winter Concert series is 
held on Sundays at 2:30 in the 
McChesney Room. It’s a great way 
to survive winter in the northeast! 

Jan.        4       Dino Cimino Jazz Trio
             18       Musicians of Ma’alwyck
             25      Rosanne Hargrave & Michael Clement

Feb.        1       Patty Bradshaw, Tim Newton & Tim    
                        Sawicki - Sing-along
  15       Linda Harrison - Misty Jazz Project  
              22       Kara Pangburn Route Fifty Five

March   1       Schenectady Light Opera Company
               8       Janice Thompson
             15       Andy & Judy Daigle
             22        Etude Club of Schenectady
             29      Mark Tommasone
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The Friends of SCPL are 
in need of volunteers to 
help with the coordination 
of our Monday Noon 
Programs.  These 
programs are presented 
at the Main Library 

every Monday from September thru May, excluding 
holidays when the library is closed. Three of our long-
serving coordinators have asked to be replaced for the 
next program year. We are seeking Friends members 
who will begin now to “learn the ropes” and take over 
the programs in the fall of 2015. 
 
One position involves the  organization of four 
Science Lectures, usually presented in March. These 
programs should deal with  recent developments 
in science and technology that are of interest to the 
general public. Speakers can be drawn from local 
industries and/or colleges and universities.

The two other positions to be filled deal with Special 
Features, of which we have historically presented four 
sessions during the program year, and Table Talks or 
Discussion Groups, which offer four more program 
opportunities. Subjects for these programs are usually 
chosen to follow a particular theme, but there are no 
specific restrictions on the subjects. We are looking for 
ideas to broaden the audience for these programs. 

The timing of programs within each program year is 
quite flexible, and can be varied to suit the schedule of 
the coordinators. We can also use some help with the 
Books Sandwiched In book  reviews that are typically 
presented eighteen times during the program year. 
 
Please consider  volunteering for one of these 
positions. For more information, contact Gene 
Rowland at erowland@nycap.rr.com or by phone at 
250-4302.                     - Gene Rowland

COORDINATORS NEEDED FOR NOON PROGRAMS

COME TO THE 14th ANNUAL 
POETRY GALA

Sunday, April 12, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
McChesney Room, Central Library 

Come hear your friends, neighbors, and colleagues 
read their favorite poems. If you are interested in 

reading or reciting a poem, please contact
 Deborah Noyes at dnoyes@mvls.info.

Wow - that’s a lot of books!  As seen at the  
Mid-winter Friends Book Sale, Feb. 7 & 8. 

NEWS OF THE 
FRIENDS 

of Schenectady County 
Public Library

mailto:erowland%40nycap.rr.com?subject=
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 
 To paraphrase an 
old Mark Twain 
quip, the reports 
of the deaths of 
books and libraries 

are greatly exaggerated.   Our 
library and its branches are 
flourishing, with steady streams 
of young and old entering every 
day.  Our book sales are strong, 
with the Whitney Book Corner, 
the online sales team and the 
regular annual and semi-annual 
sales putting thousands of 
books and media in the hands 
of voracious readers.  That is 
certainly good news for the 
intellectually hungry of our 
community, but it brings with it 
a lot of hard work and planning.  
Your Friends volunteers, 
with your support, have been 
supporting these efforts for 
almost a half century.  

You will notice an invitation 
below to attend a planning 
session for the Friends 
50th anniversary year-long 
celebration and in email “blasts” 
as well.  Please consider joining 
us on March 14 at 9 a.m.  You 
folks are the reason for the 

Friends great past and also the 
bright future ahead.  

I’m hoping this is the last time 
I have to say the new kitchen in 
the McChesney room is about 
to be finished.  The cabinets 
are in as of this writing, and a 
refrigerator will be delivered 
as well.  Many thanks to the 
carpenters of the county for 
doing the installation, Bellevue 
Building Supply for planning the 
materials and John Marcella for 
a great deal on the refrigerator.  
Special thanks to George Kirker, 
head of county maintenance, 
for coordinating all the work.   
The Friends are proud to have 
provided the funds for this 
project. 

While you are RSVPing for the 
March 14 planning session, send 
us your RSVP for the annual 
dinner, April 14.  Registration 
and information are also in this 
newsletter.  Looking forward 
to seeing you there and sharing 
the congratulations for all of our 
hardworking volunteers, not to 
mention a great meal at SCCC.
                   - John Karl

IDEAS WANTED!

We are planning a year-long celebration of the Friends 50th 
Anniversary and we need your ideas.  Old-timers or “newbies” 
can bring their memories and love for the library to a planning 
session on Saturday, March 14 in the McChesney Room from 
9 a.m.-noon.  We’ll even provide “thinking food” for breakfast.  
RSVP to friendslibrary12305@gmail.com.  We hope to see you 
there.              

The Whitney Book Corner

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Fri: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs. til 7pm) 
Sat 10:30am-3pm  

Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm
upcoming sales 

 
march - paperbacks - 4/$1.00 

 
april - cookbooks &  

gardening - $1.00 
 

1st thursdays 4pm-7pm 
half price 

www.whitneybookcorner.org

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://friendsofscpl.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friends12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
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NOON PROGRAMS
 

SCIENCE SERIES
Walter Grattidge, Coordinator

March 2
The Recent Revolution in Lighting - Dr. Victor D. 
Roberts, President of Robert’s Research & Consulting, 
Inc.

March 9
Connecting Scientists and Engineers to Business 
Opportunities - Jon Glass, President of Wise Labs, 
Schenectady

March 16
A Physical Scientist Looks at Economics - Richard 
Messmer PhD., GE Research and Development, ret.

March 23
DNA Testing Throughout a Lifetime: From Genes 
to Genomes - Ricki Lewis, Science Writer and 
Geneticist

SPRING SPECIAL
Gioia Ottaviano, Coordinator

March 30
Spring Comes to the Landis Arboretum Director 
Fred Breglia will show us the spring beauty of the 
Arboretum in Esperance.   We will see spring flowers, 
trees in bud and bloom, and the lovely hillsides of 
Schoharie County.

April 6
Spring Comes to an Adirondack Lake Peter 
Tobiessen, professor emeritus of biology at Union 
College and author of The Secret Life of a Lake, will 
take us through the changes that take place in a 
freshwater lake in the spring.

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Gene Rowland, Coordinator

April 13 
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the 
End, by Dr. Atul Gawande. Gawande, a surgeon 
and New Yorker staff writer, asserts that medicine 
can comfort and enhance our experience even to 
the end, providing not only a good life but also a 
good end. Reviewed by Chris Rush, who is retired 
after a lengthy career with New York State in health 
care planning and financing, with a particular focus 
on long term care and the development of non-
institutional alternatives to nursing homes.

April 20 
Lessons of Hope: How to Fix Our Schools by Joel 
Klein. In this revealing and provocative memoir, the 
former chancellor of the New York City schools offers 
the behind-the-scenes story of the city’s dramatic 
campaign to improve public education.
Reviewed by Cathy Lewis, President of the 
Schenectady City Schools Board of Education.

April 27 
Pay Any Price: Greed, Power and Endless War by 
James Risen. Ever since 9/11 America has fought an 
endless war on terror, seeking enemies everywhere 
and never promising peace. Risen, an investigative 
journalist for the NY Times reveals an extraordinary 
litany of the hidden costs of that war. Reviewed 
by  Sara Foss, columnist and reporter for The Daily 
Gazette.

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the 
McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street. You 
may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal 
fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-
impaired. 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

Take an “Almost Spring Break”  
with a paperback, on sale the 
month of March,  4/$1. April 
arrives with a little warmer 
weather and thoughts of 
gardening.  All our gardening 
and our cookbooks will be $1.00 
for the month. We also have 
a nice selection of pocket and 
gift books for $1.00. We have 
something for everyone, 
funny, topical, or instructional. 

Visit us often, as many of the 
selections change weekly and 
don’t forget our wonderful 
children’s section.

We offer “Return the Favor” 
discounts to Vets. Can’t get to 
the store during the day? We are 
open until 7p.m. on Thursday 
nights.
          -Charlene Roman

ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

JOIN THE FRIENDS AS WE TRAVEL TO THE
THOMAS COLE &

 MARTIN VAN BUREN NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITES

ON THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2015

ENJOY LUNCH AT THE BEEKMAN ARMS,
RHINEBECK, THE OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY 

OPERATED INN IN AMERICA

$68 - FRIENDS OF SCPL MEMBERS
$78 - NON-MEMBERS

Registrations  accepted through April 15 
Don’t wait - register today! 

Complete details and registration forms available
at all library branches, Whitney Book Corner and

www.friendsofscpl.org

HELP WANTED 

OnLine Books - basic computer 
skills necessary and experience with 
eBay a plus. Choose your own hours.  
Contact Shawn Schultz @ 
bookwormt14@gmail.com.

Computer literacy tutors to work with 
patrons learning basic and advanced 
computer skills. Contact Anudha @ 
anudham@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
FOUNDATION GOLF TOURNAMENT  

Please consider volunteering at a fundraising golf 
tournament on June 15, 2015 at the Mohawk Golf 
Club on Union Street, Niskayuna, sponsored by The 
Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries.  A variety of 
jobs need to be filled throughout the tournament from 
late morning through the rest of the day.  Blocks of time 
to suit your schedule will be available.  Meals will be 
provided for those volunteers helping for a block of time.  
This Foundation provides funding to assist every 
public library in Fulton, Montgomery, Schenectady 
and Schoharie counties. Please contact Cheryl Cufari at 
cufaric@gmail.com or at 356-0392 if you can help out.  

WHO YOU GONNA CALL???
The Friends of the Library do not have an official 
phone number, but you can contact us by sending 

an email to  
friendslibrary12305@gmail.com or a note to Friends 

of SCPL, 99 Clinton St., 
Schenectady, N.Y. 12305. 

BEAT THE SNOW
CONTINUES

The Winter Concert series is held on 
Sundays at 2:30 in the McChesney 
Room. It’s a great way to survive 
winter in the northeast! 

March   1       Schenectady Light Opera Company
               8       Janice Thompson
             15       Andy & Judy Daigle
             22        Etude Club of Schenectady
             29      Mark Tommasone

http://www.friendsofscpl.org%0D
mailto:bookwormt14%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:anudham%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cufaric%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:friends12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

FROM THE DIRECTOR  

February is Library Lover’s Month 
and the time of year I am working 
on the annual report for our 
library system.  2014 was a very 
busy year with the implementation 
of our self-checkout system 
(RFID), the installation of a new 

reference and circulation desk at the Central Library 
and the replacement of the sidewalk at Central, each 
made possible by a New 
York State Construction 
grant.
I would like to thank 
the Friends for their 
generosity in purchasing 
some new furniture, 
book shelves, and a community bulletin board which 

really finished off the area 
and has given us a whole new 
21st century look. We are in 
the process of restoring  the 
kitchen in the McChesney 
Room providing a great asset 
for all of our programs and for 
the community that uses our facility. 
This past weekend, a wonderful army of dedicated 
volunteers held the mid-winter book sale and despite 
the snowy weather, a steady stream of book lovers 
trekked to the library in search of books!  The proceeds 
from the book sales provide the funds for a wide 
variety of programs for community members of all 
ages.  If you are not already a member, please consider 
joining!  
                                           -Karen Bradley

Writing Your Life: memoir writing 
workshops facilitated by writer Susannah 
Risley - Saturdays, March 14, 21, and 28, 
10 a.m.-noon, Central Library.  Register 
online at www.scpl.org, at any SCPL 
location, or by calling 388-4511.  Space is 
limited. Seasoned and beginning writers 
are welcome.  Those registering must 
attend all three sessions.
  

Meet the Author
Don Liebech - Tuesday, April 7 at 6:30 
p.m. in the McChesney Room. Liebech 
will discuss his book Fault Lines: The 
Layman’s Guide to Understanding 
America’s Role in the Ever-Changing 
Middle East. Liebich has been involved 
with economic development, citizen 
diplomacy and human rights projects 
in Jordan, Israel, Palestine including the 
West Bank, UAE and Iran.

Frankie Bailey -Saturday, April 11 at 11 
a.m., Central Library, McChesney Room.  
Bailey, author and professor at the 
School of Criminal Justice at University 
at Albany, will discuss her latest crime 
novel “What the Fly Saw.”  The story is 
set in Albany. A book sale and signing, 
conducted by The Open Door Bookstore, 
will follow the program.  No registration 
is required.
  
Two Hungarian Dames: A Poetry 
Reading-Sunday, April 19 at 2 p.m., 
Central Library, McChesney Room.  
Michele Battiste and Barbara Ungar are 
poets of Hungarian ancestry, and their 
most recent books explore the lives 
of those who came before them and 
the legacies they left. Together, they’ll 
present poems that document and 
question the past, while connecting to 
the present and future. 
A book sale and signing will follow the 
program. No registration is required.

LIBRARY EVENTS

REELS
A Series of Free Films 
Shown at Noon in the 

McChesney Room

March 4    Gone Girl 
March 11  Pride 
March 18  Before I Go to  
                   Sleep 
March 25  A Most Wanted
                    Man

April 1     Fury 
April 8     The Drop 
April 15   Nightcrawler  
April 23  The Homesman
April 29   Kill The 
                  Messenger 

mailto:?subject=
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

MEMBER RENEWALS

SUPPORTING - $35

F. Scott Kilbourn & Diane 
Bengtson-Kilbourn*
Phyllis Boyd*
Jonetta Darcy
Arthur & Anita Merims
Mr. & Mrs. Harold F.Webster*
Jean Zegger*

PATRON - $50-199

Phyllis & Frank Barbera
Charles & Sally Bauer
Roberta & Stephen Berk
Nancy Curran*
Toni & Brian Doherty
Rory Fluman
Jamie Gearon

Dr. Walter Grattidge*
Rohinton & Priti Irani*
Virginia Laumeister
Ling Ling Lee
David Lilienfeld
John & Sandra Marshall*
Jeffrey Peil
William & Meme Pittman*
Jennifer & Lawrence Schmidt
Gillian V. Scott
Peggy Stringer

BENEFACTOR $200+

Debra & Charles McCambridge

*Eligible for GE Match

NEW MEMBERS

Charles & Sally Bauer
Karen Giuzio
Katherine Hargett 
Lauren Savage
Norrine Thompson

DONATIONS

Susan & Richard Brainerd in 
honor of Barbara and Roger 
Grasier
Maggie Rowland in honor of Ellie 
and Gene Rowland
John and Susan Hubbard 
Foundation
Harold & Junice Wusterbarth
Lester Heverling
Virginia Podbielski

NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTORS ANNOUNCED

The Nominating Committee will present the 
following persons at the Annual Dinner on April 
14 for an initial three year term on the Board of 
Directors: 
Esther M. Swanker - Esther has spent a great deal of 
her adult life in and around libraries, first as a school 
librarian in Burnt Hills. Following her retirement 
from state government she has served as president 
of the Board of Trustees of the Schenectady County 
Public Library, and a member of MVLS Board and the 
Foundation for MVLS Libraries.
Valerie Catlin - Valerie worked for the Mohawk 
Valley Library System for over 35 years and recently 
retired. She has worked for the Friends book sales for 
many years, and was Friends newsletter editor at one 
time; she served several previous terms on the Friends 
Board of Directors, and was president for two terms.

Chris Makofski - Chris  has lived in the Schenectady 
area for most of her life. Retired now, she enjoys 
traveling, cooking,  and volunteering  at the Salvation 
Army Soup Kitchen, the  Zion Lutheran Church, the 
Central Park Rose Garden, Birthday Buddies, and  at 
the Whitney Book Corner as a regular and a sub.
Donna Fairlee - Donna  is a native to Schenectady.   
She worked for the Schenectady County Public 
Library, the NYS Dept. of Motor Vehicles and retired 
from the Schenectady City School District.  For over 
10 years Donna was organist at Stanford United 
Methodist Church and Trinity Methodist Church.     
Donna and Bill both enjoy working the Friends book 
sales and she has volunteered at the Whitney Book 
Corner for the past 2 years. 



Friends of Schenectady County Public Library – 48th Annual Dinner Meeting
Tuesday, April 14, 2015, 5:00 p.m., Van Curler Room

Schenectady County Community College (SCCC)
178 Washington Avenue, Schenectady, NY

  5:00 p.m. – Social Hour (wine, cheese and crackers)
          6:00 p.m.  – Dinner 

 Music provided by  SCCC students

Speaker:
  Michael Saccocio, Executive Director, Schenectady City Mission                                       

The Menu:

Salad:  Baby Greens Salad – the first spring greens with slivered almonds, carrots, and lemon vinaigrette

Choice of Entrees: 

         Grilled salmon - with house made honey mustard glaze served with asparagus and wild rice

        Chicken breast roulade – stuffed with fresh spinach and mushrooms finished with a Chardonnay sauce 
           served with spring peas and rice pilaf

         Vegetarian – three cheese tortellini tossed with fresh broccoli and toasted pine nuts, garnished with 
       freshly grated parmesan cheese

 Fresh baked rolls and butter

Dessert:  Mixed berry shortcake

Coffee, decaf, hot or iced tea

Food preparation as well as dining room service is provided by the culinary arts and hotel and restaurant 
management students. Local ingredients are used when possible.
 

Elections - the Nominating Committee will present the following persons for Officers and Directors:

Officers:   President: John Karl; 1st Vice President: Fred Eddy; 2nd Vice President: Ellie Rowland; 
                   Secretary: Madelyn Thorne; Treasurer: Nancy Virkler

Directors: For an initial three year term:  Esther Swanker, Val Catlin, Chris Makofski, Donna Fairlee

Reservations Must Be Received By Tuesday, April 7, 2015 (no exceptions)  Please Use Form Below:

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m.   Van Curler Dining Room, SCCC

Number attending_____________ Amount Enclosed_________________@ $25.00/person

Attendee names (Please print)                   Circle one choice of entree
_______________________________________________      Salmon        Chicken        Tortellini
_______________________________________________      Salmon       Chicken        Tortellini   
Please make check payable to Friends of SCPL and mail by April 7th to:
Nancy Virkler, Treasurer  c/o FSCPL
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, NY 12305
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FRIENDS OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  
99  CLINTON STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

SAVE THE DATE!!
GOLF TOURNAMENT
JUNE 15 - MOHAWK 

GOLF CLUB
TO BENEFIT THE MOHAWK 

VALLEY LIBRARY 
FOUNDATION

SPONSORS AND GOLFERS 
NEEEED

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: BILL LEITCH,
 ERIC TRAHAN, ESTHER 

SWANKER, CHERYL CUFARI 
OR TERRY PHILLIPS

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
AT CENTRAL

Computers for Novices: Wednesday, 
March 4, 9-10:30 a.m.  

Basic Keyboarding: Friday, March 
6, 9-10:30 a.m. 

Basic Internet: Wednesday, March 
11, 9-10:30 a.m.  

iPad, Part 2: Let the Tips Continue  
Thursday, March 12, 6-7:30

Internet Searching: Friday, March13, 
9-10:30 a.m.

Facebook:   Monday, March 16, 
6-7:30 p.m.

Microsoft Word: File Management – 
Tuesday, March 17, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Basic E-mail: Wednesday, March 18, 
9-11:30 a.m.

Register online at www.scpl.org, at any library location, or by calling 
388-4511.  Registrants must have a SCPL card.



May/June 2015 Volume L No. 5

After withstanding the inclement 
weather and plane cancellations, 

a group of women from throughout 
the northeastern part of the United 
States as well as one woman from 
Japan, met in Birmingham, Alabama 
to begin our pilgrimage throughout 
Selma and Montgomery as part of 
the 50th Anniversary of Bloody 
Sunday.  It was an amazing group of 
women, young and old alike—all of us 
looking forward to being part of the 
momentous occasion. 

On our way to Montgomery, we 
stopped for lunch at Martha’s Place, 
a local restaurant with fabulous food. 
The owner was a success story of 
triumph over tragedy; she encountered 
many struggles, including mental 
illness and against all odds opened her 
restaurant and has been in business 
for more than twenty five years.  We 
then visited the Rosa Parks Museum, 

watching the museum’s reenactment 
of the Rosa Parks bus trip where she 
righteously defied the police and where 
history was made. The visualization 
was profound. Next we visited Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church, where Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. served as its 
pastor from 1954 to 1960.  We saw a 
beautiful mural painted by Deacon 
John W. Feagin that had scenes from 
Dr. King’s journey from Montgomery 
to Memphis during the civil rights 
struggle.  

During our time in Alabama, we 
visited the 16th Street Baptist Church 
that was bombed by hate in 1963,  
resulting in the murder of four young 
girls. This was, quite candidly, a 
depressing visit, but we gained a lot of 
knowledge from visiting such a tragic 
site.  The minister shared the love 
that has been conveyed to the church 
over the past 50 years.  For example, a 
gentleman from Wales heard about the 
bombing and traveled to the United 
States and repaired a stained glass 
window with the picture of Jesus on 
it.  After he traveled back to Wales, he 
painted a beautiful picture of Christ 
reaching out for help.

On Sunday, we awoke with much 
anticipation for our Selma journey.  
We arrived in Selma and were 
welcomed—just like family—by the 
community and churches who greeted 

all the visitors with refreshments and 
the comforts of home.  We walked 
throughout the city until we reached 
the Brown Memorial Chapel and we, 
along with thousands, listened to the 
presenters of the afternoon program, 
including United States Attorney 
General Eric Holder who spoke 
with such breathtaking eloquence.  
Thousands of us, young and old alike, 
put words into action and headed for 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge. Initially, 
the crowd hesitated and then we 
started our collective journey over the 
bridge with much hope and excitement 
– we laughed, visualized and shared 
our anticipation of change with people 
from all over the country.   
 
My hope is that by coming back 
to commemorate a significant and 
transformative event that changed 
history fifty years ago we can help 
make  additional changes for our 
country in the present moment. I hope 
that we can help change our country 
to a more loving and accepting place; 
a cohesive country that continues to 
share the late Reverend King’s maxim 
that all men will be judged by the 
content of their character and not 
by the color of their skin.  - Marsha 
Mortimore

The author is on the SCPL Board of 
Trustees and is a member of the Friends 
of the Library.

A LOCAL WOMAN’S JOURNEY TO SELMA

The author, right, poses with fellow 
marchers at the Edmund Pettus bridge.

NEWS OF THE 
FRIENDS 

of Schenectady County 
Public Library
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 
    Our wonderful 
newsletter editor 
insists that I have 
this report to her 
by April 10 so I 

cannot give a detailed account of 
the recent Annual Dinner.  I will 
assume that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and appreciated those 
who made it possible:  Dottie 
Potochnik, Patti Rotunda, Mary 
Beth Barbagelata and Nancy 
Virkler.   
 
We are still tracking the progress 
of the Bornt Family Literacy 
Center.  As of this writing, new 
bids were expected as the original 
bids came in too high.  There 
is still hope for a completion 
in 2015.  Once the building 
is complete, the Friends will 
determine how we can best 
supplement the county funding to 
make the Center a state of the art 
facility.

Over the years the Friends 
have had great success raising 
funds through large book sales, 
the Whitney Book Corner 
and online sales.  Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars have been 
funneled into library programs, 
services, building expansion 
and a multitude of projects and 
needs required to make the 
Schenectady Library one of the 
best in the state.   It is anticipated 
that book sales will remain strong 
thanks to the efforts of the many 
hardworking volunteers.  The 
county has been nibbling away 
at the library budget for some 
time and the trustees are stepping 
forward to try to not 

only maintain, but improve on 
what we have.  Keeping within 
the philosophy of the Friends 
since its inception in 1966, 
we will support library needs 
that are outside of the county’s 
responsibility.  For example, the 
Friends do not provide for staff 
salaries or benefits.  The Friends 
must look forward to a time when 
they will have to assume  a greater 
responsibility in partnership with 
the Trustees and staff.   
 
During the upcoming 50th 
Anniversary celebration in 2016, I 
am proposing that an endowment 
fund be created to help insure 
an income source to provide 
for future needs.  Members of 
the Friends and the community 
at large will be encouraged to 
support this endowment with 
gifts and memorials beyond their 
membership support.  I am also 
proposing the establishment of a 
“1966 Club” patterned after the 
“1885 Club” at Ellis Medicine.  
Members would be eligible if 
they include the Friends in their 
will, regardless of the amount.  
Benefits will be determined 
once this is in place.  The main 
benefit of any support for the 
Friends is knowing that you are 
helping to provide for a most 
wonderful resource for the whole 
community. 

I am looking forward to the 
months ahead and know that they 
will be as rewarding as those in 
the past.  Thank you all for being 
good Friends in the literal and 
figurative sense of the term.  
                - John Karl

The Whitney Book Corner

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Fri: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs. til 7pm) 
Sat 10:30am-3pm  

Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm
upcoming sales 

 
may - travel/foreign language 

june - fiction hardcover 
 july - paperbacks 

august - children’s and young 
adults 

 
1st thursdays 4pm-7pm 

half price 
www.whitneybookcorner.org

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
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NOON PROGRAMS
BOOKS SANDWICHED IN

George Wise, Coordinator

May 4
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand “A story of survival, 
resilience and redemption.” This winner of several 
non-fiction book awards by the author of Seabiscuit, 
is the amazing story of an Olympic athlete, World 
War II aviator, ocean castaway, and prisoner of war. 
Reviewer: Larry Lewis, an award winning chemist 
with major contributions to the polymer industry, 
who has previously spoken at the library on a World 
War II episode from his family history.

May 11
Rethinking Education in the Age of Technology 
by Allan Collins and Richard Halverson. In this 
discussion of the digital revolution and its impact 
on schooling in America, the authors argue that the 
digital revolution will transform schooling as much 
or more than the industrial revolution did. Reviewer: 
Richard Alben, a physicist, R&D planner and 
energy expert for GE, with a special interest in new 
technologies for education. 

May 18 
Project Babylon by Gerald Bull. The remarkable 
true story of a bold attempt to create a space vehicle 
in the style of Jules Verne’s science fiction classic  
From the Earth to the Moon, by shooting it out of a 
cannon. Reviewer: John Schenck, M.D., scientist, 
and member of the team that pioneered GE’s version 
of the MRI, now used around the world. 

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the 
McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street. You 
may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal 
fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-
impaired. 

TELL US YOUR STORY....
From Melinda Morris Perrin: At ten 
I was a pretty clueless bibliophile, 
a lonely child in a new town lost in 
a world of books.  Two resourceful 
librarians guided me through a realm 
long familiar and ably navigated. 
Summers it was Mrs. Shaughnessy at 

the public library on Center Street about a mile from 
my house.  Every few days, I carried six books there 
and six books back.  I guess she had to notice.  I’d hold 
up a book and ask, “Do we have any more like this?”  
Lost Queen of Egypt was one.  It was then that I got 
adult section privileges—though clearly I was anything 
but.  I loved Mrs. Shaughnessy who recognized me as a 
kindred spirit.

During the school year it was Miss Hellman, who lived 
around the corner.  I attended the classes to become 
one of her library assistants.  Miss Hellman had strict 

rules; only sixth graders were allowed to read the Black 
Stallion series and as soon as we entered sixth grade 
every good reader in the school raced to the northwest 
corner of the library, eyes scanning the second shelf 
from the top.  Miss Hellman introduced me to Aesop’s 
Fables and gave me an old torn discard copy.  I adored 
her.

Now that I am a grandmother, nothing gives me 
greater joy than watching the grands curled up with a 
good book, unless it is discussing what they’re reading, 
helping them write their own books, or taking them 
to the Whitney or the library branch within walking 
distance of my home and seeing them discover a book 
they haven’t read yet.

Let us know what your library means to you. Send your stories to 
Rita Moore at friendslibrary12305@gmail.com. Additional stories 
and videos can be found at www.friendsofscpl.org. 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

The Whitney is featuring Travel/Foreign Language Books for $1.00 
during the month of May. Check out your favorite author and add to 
your collection in June when all fiction hardcovers are $1.00. Don’t 
forget 1/2 price Thursdays on the 1st Thursday of every month. 
All books, excluding Whitney Treasures, sets and that month’s sale 
books are 1/2 price between 4-7 P.M. As  always, we honor the 
“Return the Favor” card for our Vets with all regularly priced books 
50% off.     - Charlene Roman

HELP WANTED 
 

OnLine Books - basic computer skills necessary and experience 
with eBay a plus. Choose your own hours. 

 Contact Shawn Schultz @ bookwormt14@gmail.com. 

Computer literacy tutors to work with patrons learning basic 
and advanced computer skills. 

Contact Anudha @ anudham@gmail.com.

BOOK SALES 

The Winter Book Sale was a great success (over $3800), 
and a warm break from the snow and winter blahs. 
Hopefully, readers found a great assortment of fiction 
and nonfiction that will last them until our next 
HUGE Spring sale on Saturday, May 2 and Sunday, 
May 3. Saturday hours are 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
and the Sunday Bag sale lasts from 1:00 P.M. till 3:00 
P.M. Bags are $2.00 each, so why not buy several and 
find some gems!  There will be continuous restocking 
throughout the weekend.
If you haven’t gotten a yard sign advertising our sale, 
please stop by the Whitney Book Corner and pick one 
up. Please, drop it back at the Whitney after the sale. 
Again, without the volunteer hours of our sorters and 
shelvers onWednesday mornings and various other 
hours, these book sales would not be possible. Besides 
sorting and shelving there is a terrific amount of work 
that  needs to be done for these sales. Bob Symons and 
Rich Leon organize layout, and a great team of workers 
help them move books before, during, and after sales. 

A new volunteer on Wednesday mornings helping Bob 
and Rich is George Hilt. For many years you have seen 
(and will see) the smiling face of  Bill Leonard pushing 
carts hour after hour during the sales. Robin Eddy 
spends countless hours gathering and organizing the 
volunteers. Posters, bookmarks and fliers all need to be 
distributed before sales. 
Thanks to all of you that fill the countless jobs needed 
during sales. Thank you also to Doug Bixler, Christine 
Witkowski, and Cori Lombardo for help in advertising 
and promoting our sales.   
Thanks to the Friends for all your support, and please 
continue to donate books in great condition for sales.  
     -Bob Symons, Rich and Susie Leon, Robin and Fred 
Eddy

VOLUNTEER PICNIC
JUNE 12

5 :30 p.m.-dusk
 Niskayuna River Road 

Park  
Sign up sheets -

Whitney Book Corner 
and all library branches. 

New**Catered by 
Gershon’s! 

Volunteers eat for free
Non-volunteer guests - 

$5.00
 

PICNIC OPEN TO ANYONE WHO HAS 
VOLUNTEERED AT THE LIBRARY OR FOR THE 

FRIENDS OR IS ON THE  LIBRARY STAFF 

mailto:bookwormt14%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:anudham%40gmail.com?subject=
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

HONORING WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 
VOLUNTEERS

Each year at the Annual Dinner we 
honor those volunteers who have 
achieved certain milestones in the 
number of hours they have worked 
at the store.  This year we honor the 
following: Ten Years of Service -Peg 
Bauer, Don Leach, Marilyn Leach 
and Lorene Zabin; 750-1,000 hours- 
Amy Brule; 500-750 hours -Roberta 

Richardson, Vernon Scovile, June 
Scoville, Virginia Thompson, 
Marilyn Soffer, Judy Zuchero; 400-
500 Hours - Sally Clark, Bob Clark, 
Arthur Merims, Gene Rowland, 
Christine Witkowski;  300-400 
Hours- Rickie Gageway, Claudia 
Rolfe, Keith Rolfe. Congratulations 
for a job well done! 

BUTTERFLIES, FLOWERS AND MORE.....  
The Niskayuna Library Gardeners are sponsoring a 
spring program on Butterfly Gardening at the Niskayuna 
Branch Library, 2400 Nott St. E., on May 6 at 6:30 PM. 
Timothy Huggett, a Master Gardener with the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, will tell us how to create a 
garden that is attractive to those flowers of the air — the 

butterflies. In addition to the plant species (both nectar and food plants) 
that are attractive to butterflies and caterpillars, he will tell us about the 
various stages of development of these insects. The program is free and 
open to the public. Light refreshments will be served.

SPEND A DAY AT THE MUSEUM - ON US! 

Did you know the Friends of the Library underwrite 
the Museum Pass Program, which allows anyone over 
the age of 18 with  a valid  SCPL library card to obtain 
passes to many local museums, including the exciting 
miSci Museum here in Schenectady? 
The passes, borrowed from the Central Branch for a 
two day period, provide Schenectady County Public 
Library families with the opportunity to get reduced 
or free entrance fees into many of our outstanding 
historic and cultural venues. You can even attend a 
play at the Schenectady Civic Players! 
Do your grandchildren love fire engines?  Take them to 
the FASNY Museum of Firefighting in Hudson.  How 
about those wonderful Eric Carle illustrations found in 
the books you read to your children? See the originals 
in the Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art in 
Amherst, Ma.  

Listed below are just some of the museums you can 
visit - and all you need is a library card! 

Albany Institute of History and Art 
Hyde Collection - Glens Falls 
MASS MoCA - North Adams 

Norman Rockwell Museum - Stockbridge 
Hancock Shaker Village

Detailed borrowing information and a complete 
list of venues can be found on our website                          
www.friendsofscpl.org.

 
SAVE THE DATE!

JULY 9

PULITIZER PRIZE WINNING 
AUTHOR

MARILYNNE ROBINSON

CHECK SCPL WEB SITE
FOR DETAILS

SEMI-ANNUAL BOOK 
SALE 

 MAY 2 & 3 

mailto:?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

MEMBER RENEWALS

SUPPORTING - $35
Gloria Blum
Anne Christman
Denise Murphy McGraw

PATRON - $50-199
Sheldon &  Rochelle Abelson*
Doris Clark*
Timothy Coakley
Cheryl Cufari
Fred & Robin Eddy
Blanche Fischer
Russell Fricke, M.D.
Joan Ham*
John & Janet Hutchison

Christine Anne Katchmar
Susan Leach*
Helen MacDonald
Nancy W. & Michael A.Ottati
Donna Phillips
Mary Patricia Rush
Margaret & Harvey Schadler
Ernest & Barbara Walton
Diana & Peter F. Weinberg

BENEFACTOR $200+
Brock & Maryann Osborn*

*Eligible for GE Match

NEW MEMBERS

Eleanor & Jesse Aronstein
Patricia & James Gray
Christine Anne Katchmar
Patricia Kinal
Edith Kliman
Patty Mack
Helen & Lon Penna
Charlotte Saunders
John J. Woodward

DONATIONS
Barbara Chattin in memory of 
Beverly Boston

50TH ANNIVERSARY PLANNING SESSION 

Did you know the Friends of SCPL will be celebrating 
in 2016 50 years of outstanding service to the 
Schenectady County Public Library system and 
its patrons? On March 14, an enthusiastic group 
of Friends gathered in the McChesney Room to 
discuss plans to make our 50th anniversary a year to 
remember!  Committee chairs discussed current plans 
under consideration followed by a brainstorming 
session where a number of new and creative ideas were 
presented.  
Ideas in the works include updating the Friends 
logo, developing a video in celebration of our 
accomplishments and future role, establishing a 
Junior Friends group, sponsoring an author program, 

creating a 50th anniversary booklet, and increased 
community involvement and recognition.  Exciting 
possibilities include these and other ideas: expanded 
music/art program, block party with a variety of 
library related activities, increased public awareness 
of Friends supported library programs through 
radio, TV and billboard advertising, Festival of 
Words event, collaboration with area school and 
community organizations, and the development of 
a scholarship program. If you would like to become 
involved in YOUR Friends organization, e-mail us at 
friendslibrary12305@gmail.com. The Friends of SCPL 
is all about community service! 
                -Rita Moore, Anniversary Chair

WINTER CONCERT SERIES CONTINUES TO DELIGHT 

Although our actual numbers were down a bit from last 
year’s Beat the Snow program, the enthusiasm and talent 
were right up there.  We had two new acts which were well 
received and both the Musicians of Maalwyck and Route 
Fifty 5 packed the house.  The loyal audiences enjoyed 
both listening to and singing-along with our wonderful 
local talent.  We even had some new acts inquiring 

about participating in next 
year’s series.  Thank you to all 
those who served as hosts for 
the events, to Doug Bixler for 
the poster design, and to the 
music committee for their 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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                                        REELS
A Free Series  of Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

MAY
May 6:  Whiplash   Miles Teller, J. K. Simmons, 
Melissa Benoist, Paul Reiser, Austin Stowell, Nate 
Lang  2014 Andrew Neyman is an ambitious young 
jazz drummer, single-minded in his pursuit to rise 
to the top of his elite east coast music conservatory. 
Plagued by the failed writing career of his father, 
Andrew hungers day and night to become one of the 
greats. 

May 13:  Rosewater   Gael Garcia Bernal, Kim 
Bodnia, Dimitri Leonidas 2014 Journalist Maziar 
Bahari is detained by Iranian forces who relentlessly 
interrogate him under suspicion that he is a spy.

May 20:  Birdman   Michael Keaton, Emma Stone, 
Edward Norton  2014 A darkly comic story of an 
actor famous for portraying an iconic superhero as 
he struggles to mount a Broadway play. 

May 27:  The Theory of Everything   Eddie 
Redmayne, Felicity Jones, Tom Prior, Sophie Perry, 
Thomas Morrison Universal;  2014 Renowned 
 astrophysicist Stephen Hawking falls deeply in love 
with fellow Cambridge student Jane Wilde. Once 
a healthy, active young man, Hawking received an 
earth-shattering diagnosis at 21 years of age. 

JUNE
June 3:  Into the Woods   Meryl Streep, Emily Blunt, 
James Corden, Anna Kendrick, Chris Pine, Johnny 
Depp 2014 A modern twist on several of the beloved 
Brothers Grimm fairy tales.

June 10:  Wild   Reese Witherspoon, Laura Dern, 
Gaby Hoffmann 2014 A chronicle of one woman’s 
1,100-mile solo hike undertaken as a way to recover 
from a recent catastrophe.

June 17:  Unbroken   Jack O’Connell, Takamasa 
Ishihara, 2014 Olympian and war hero Louis 
Zamperini survived in a raft for 47 days after a near-
fatal plane crash in WWII, only to be caught by the 
Japanese Navy and sent to a prisoner-of-war camp.

June 24:  Foxcatcher  Steve Carell, Channing Tatum, 
Mark Ruffalo  2014 The dark and fascinating story 
of the unlikely and ultimately tragic relationship 
between an eccentric multimillionaire and two 
champion wrestlers.

Detailed movie information can be found on the Events 
Calendar at www.scpl.org. Check the calendar for movies 
shown in July and August. 

CALLING ALL GOLFERS!  HELP AREA LIBRARIES

The Foundation for Mohawk Libraries is sponsoring a golf 
tournament on June 15th at the premium course at the 
Mohawk Golf Club, Union Street, Niskayuna.  Here are the 
details (all included with the $150 registration): 

11:30:   Check in and barbecue lunch
12:00:   Tee Time
1:00:     Beverages and Snacks on the course
5:30:     Cocktail Hour
6:30:     Dinner buffet (guests are $40)

There will also be tee gifts, team gifts, a raffle, a hole-in-
one competition, silent auction, plus more to add to the 
day.  The Foundation is associated with the Mohawk Valley 
Library System that supports libraries in Schenectady, 
Fulton, Schoharie, and Montgomery Counties. 

In order to make the Foundation a success to help libraries 
(SCPL included) we need golfers and volunteers. If you 
would like to do either, please contact Cheryl Cufari at   
356-0392 or at cufaric@gmail.com.

mailto:?subject=
mailto:cufaric%40gmail.com?subject=


May/June 2015 8  www.friendsofscpl.org

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage Paid

Albany, N.Y. 
Permit #728

FRIENDS OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  
99  CLINTON STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
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FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
AT CENTRAL

Computers for Novices: Monday, 
May 4, 9-10:30 a.m.  

Basic Keyboarding:Wednesday,    
May 6, 9-10:30 a.m. 

Craiglist: How to Buy and Sell:
Wednesday, May 6, 6-7:30

Microsoft Word: File Management, 
Thursday, May 7, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Basic Internet: Monday, May 11,   
9-10:30 a.m.

Internet Searching: Wednesday, 
May 13, 9-10:30 a.m.

Microsoft Word 2010: Thursday, 
May 14, 9-10:30 a.m.

Register online at www.scpl.org, at any 
library location, or by calling 388-4511.  
Registrants must have a valid SCPL card. 
The classes are funded by the Friends of 
the Library.

SEMI-ANNUAL 
BOOK SALE 
 MAY 2 & 3 
CENTRAL LIBRARY

99 CLINTON STREET
SCHENECTADY

SATURDAY 9-4
SUNDAY 1-3

OVER 40,000 TITLES! 

SUNDAY -FILL A BAG 
FOR $2.00!


