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Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton Street.  
You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

Noon programs are also broadcast on the Schenectady Public Access channel.  See program listings for days and times. 
 

 

NOON PROGRAMS 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN 

George Wise & Joan Ham, Coordinators 

 

May 6 The Civil War of 1812 by Alan Taylor; reviewed by Don Gavin, retired physicist and avid 

historian. Taylor gives an in depth study of the political and economic relationship between the 

United States and Canada before the war of 1812, and a fascinating account of the people who 

instigated, commanded, and fought in the conflict. 

May 13 Thinking Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman; reviewed by Tom D’Andrea, former Professor 

of Psychology and Administrator at Haverford and Union Colleges. This book surveys major 

recent advances in human psychology based on a two component model of human thought 

processes. Implications are presented not only for science, but also for a wide range of 

applications such as decision-making, medicine, politics and economics. 

May 20 Just Love: A Framework for Christian Sexual Ethics by Margaret A Farley; reviewed by 

Joan Ham, frequent presenter at Books Sandwiched In and UCALL. Dr. Farley has the honesty 

and courage to take a refreshing and candid look at sexual ethics among different ages, cultures 

and countries, taking thoughtful, respectful steps toward sexual mores for our time.  

 

 

WE’RE ROLLING OUT OUR NEW LOGO! 

 

A logo is an image that embodies an organization.  We believe our new logo captures 

the relationship between the Friends and our public libraries.  The Friends is a Service 

based organization Committed to Programs and Practices in support of our Libraries.  

It is a dynamic and energetic relationship symbolized by the starburst.  

ON THE ROAD AGAIN! 

 

On Wednesday, September 4, 2013 the Friends of SCPL are sponsoring a bus trip to the 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum and the Vanderbilt Mansion 

National Historic Site.  Lunch will be at the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park. 

The cost of the trip is $60 for members and $70 for nonmembers.  Registrations will be 

accepted May 3 – July 26; forms will be available at all library branches, the Whitney 

Book Corner and online at http://friendsofscpl.org/. 

 

AND HERE ARE YOUR STORIES…… 

Do you recall the first time you walked into a library? When you first got a library card? Do you have fond 

memories of a particular librarian who made a difference in your life?   The Friends of the Library have put 

out the call for your stories and you have answered! (For more stories check http://friendsofscpl.org/tell-us-

your-story/ ) 

From Susannah Risley: In my early 20′s I attended the University of Alaska at 

Fairbanks, 120 miles south of the Arctic Circle. I lived in a cabin in the woods on an 

abandoned mining claim. My winter job was at the Fairbanks North Star Borough 

Library, at that time housed in an old log building. One of my duties was to pack 

boxes of books to be flown to the “bush”. These might include books on mining, 

trapping and hunting along with novels by Knut Hansen and Jack London. In 

summers I worked for the Bureau of Land Management as a fire lookout on nearby 

Ester Dome. Once a month a BLM truck took me to Fairbanks for supplies. I stocked up on books that I 

devoured at the lookout. In winter I read by kerosene lamp in my cabin. In summer I read in my lookout 

during the almost endless days of light. How did I ever get so lucky? 

http://friendsofscpl.org/
http://friendsofscpl.org/tell-us-your-story/
http://friendsofscpl.org/tell-us-your-story/


REELS 
A Free Series of Recent Thought-Provoking Films 

Shown in the McChesney Room at the Central Library 
99 Clinton Street, Schenectady, New York  

Wednesdays at Noon 
 

MAY 

 

May 1 ARGO 

Ben Affleck, Alan Arkin, Bryan Cranston  

Warner Bros.; Directed by Ben Affleck 

When militants seize control of the U.S. 

embassy in Tehran during the height of the 

Iranian Revolution, CIA agent Tony Mendez 

creates a fake Hollywood film production in 

order to rescue a group of American diplomats 

who have sought refuge at the home of a 

Canadian ambassador. Inspired by actual events. 

 

May 8
th

:
 
THE 39 STEPS

 

Robert Donat, Madeleine Carroll, Lucie 

Mannheim Gaumont-British Pictures; Directed 

by Alfred Hitchcock . At the end of "Mr 

Memory"'s show in a music hall, Richard 

Hannay meets Annabella Smith who is running 

away from secret agents. He accepts to hide her 

in his flat, but in the night she is murdered. 

Fearing he could be accused on the girl's 

murder, Hannay goes on the run to break the spy 

ring. 

 

May 15
th

: ZERO DARK THIRTY  
Chris Pratt, Jessica Chastain, Joel Edgerton 

Columbia Pictures; Directed by Mark Boal 

The filmmaking duo behind The Hurt Locker 

takes on the hunt for -- and the killing of -- 

Osama bin Laden in this Annapurna Pictures 

production that tracks SEAL Team Six, the 

special-ops team who eventually brought down 

the terrorist leader.  

 

May 22
nd

:
 
CASABLANCA 

Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul 

Henreid Turner/Warner Bros.; Directed by 

Michael CurtizBlack and White; One of the 

most memorable of all film experiences. All the 

elements of the production—story, cast, 

photography, direction, and music—are woven 

expertly together to create a motion picture 

monument. Wartime refugees gather in Morocco 

to obtain scarce exit visas to Lisbon. The final 

airport sequence is an event not to be forgotten. 

 

May 29
th
:
 
ROBOT AND FRANK 

Frank Langella, James Marsden, Susan 

Sarandon Sony Pictures; Directed by Jake 

Schreier Set in the near future, Frank, a retired 

cat burglar, has two grown kids who are 

concerned he can no longer live alone.  

Against his father’s wishes, his son buys him a 

walking, talking humanoid robot programmed to 

improve his physical and mental health. What 

follows is an often hilarious and heartwarming 

story about finding friends and family in the 

most unexpected places.  

 

 

 

JUNE 

 

June 5
th

: LINCOLN  
Tommy Lee Jones, Daniel Day-Lewis, 

Walton Goggins, Sally Field,  

Joseph Gordon-Levitt, John Hawkes 

Walt Disney Pictures; Directed by Steven 

Spielberg Rated PG-13; 150 minutes; 2012 

As the Civil War continues to rage, America's 

president struggles with continuing carnage on 

the battlefield and as he fights with many inside 

his own cabinet on the decision to emancipate 

the slaves. This film chronicles the President's 

time in office between 1861 and 1865 as he dealt 

with personal demons and politics during the 

Civil War. 

 

June 12
th

:
 
HYDE PARK ON HUDSON 

Bill Murray, Laura Linney, Olivia Colman 

Focus Features; Directed by Roger Michell 

Rated R; 94 minutes; 2012 

In June 1939, President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor host the King 

and Queen of England for a weekend at the 

Roosevelt home at Hyde Park on Hudson, in 

upstate New York – the first-ever visit of a 

reigning English monarch to America. With 

Britain facing imminent war with Germany, the 

Royals are desperately looking to FDR for 

support. But international affairs must be 

juggled with the complexities of FDR’s 

domestic establishment, as wife, mother, and 

mistresses all conspire to make the royal 

weekend an unforgettable one. 

 

June 19
th

: ANNA KARENINA 

Keira Knightley, Aaron Johnson, Jude Law 

Focus Features; Directed by Joe Wright 

Rated R; 130 minutes; 2012  

The story unfolds in its original late-19th-

century Russia high-society setting and 

powerfully explores the capacity for love that 

surges through the human heart, from the 

passion between adulterers to the bond between 

a mother and her children. As Anna questions 

her happiness, change comes to her family, 

friends, and community. 

 

June 26
th

:
 
SKYFALL 

Daniel Craig, Judi Dench, Javier Bardem 

Columbia Pictures; Directed by Sam Mendes 

Rated PG-13; 143 minutes; 2012  

In Skyfall, Bond’s loyalty to M is tested as her 

past come back to haunt her. As MI6 comes 

under attack, 007 must track down and destroy 

the threat, no matter how personal the cost. 

 

 

 

 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

My first obligation as president is to thank Bill 

Leitch for his leadership over the past four years.  

There have been many changes during that time: a 

new children’s addition to Central; changes in 

library directorship, with Karen Bradley and 

Serena Butch stepping into leadership roles; a 

severe reduction in library budget, leading to a 

need for restructuring; a major turnover on the 

Board of Trustees.  I am gratified that Bill has 

turned over a strong, vibrant Friends to stand 

alongside the library as it faces the future.  I can 

only hope that I can help it to continue to grow in 

its support for literacy in the community.                                    

                                          -John Karl 
  

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER 

 

Your store continues 

to move ahead.  On 

a recent Saturday 

over 65 volunteer 

bookstore clerks 

enjoyed a brunch 

and learned about 

their bookstore and 

plans for its future.   

 

Our thanks to George Gould and Phil Adams who 

have been planning for the installation of a new 

heating/cooling system for the store.  Sales to look 

forward to:  late April - garden books; early May- 

travel books.  A committee has been formed to 

determine how to designate bookstore revenues.  

Any suggestions  for how we can use our funds to 

support the library are welcome!  

                                           -Gail Karl 
                        

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

Welcome to the following new members: 

Hendrick and JoAnne Arnold, Jr., Barbara Blake, 

Jean Burke, Julia Eddy, Lisa and Bob Esperti, 

Blanche Fisher, Mary Fitzgerald, Diane Jazeboski, 

Joe Leonardo, Bill Levering, Virginia McGarry, 

Charlene Roman, Kristine Rooney, Doreen Ross, 

Katherine Schmidt, Delanne Stageman, Martha 

Szuminskyj, Brenda Thomas, Anne Trow, Sandra 

and Harry Willis, Dr. Grace Jorgensen, Carol 

Troost, Bernice Igo, Mary Gridley, Helen Perfetti 

and Shawn Marie Schultz.  

                                - Rita Moore & John Karl 

 

 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
 

Abby Dunn, soprano, will perform a vocal recital 

on Sunday, June 9 at 3:00 pm. in the McChesney 

Room.  Abby will be joined by Michael Clement 

at the Steinway.  A vocal student of Carol 

Randles, Abby is a senior at Schalmont Central 

School and a member of the Capital District Youth 

Chorale.  A French horn player, she is a member 

of the Empire State Youth Orchestra, and has 

performed in the Music for Fun series of concerts 

with her late horn teacher, Ronald Patrick.    

- Chris Patrick 

 

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 

 

 
 

 Librarians and administrators from around the state 

gathered in Albany on March 5 to meet with their 

elected officials to discuss critical issues facing 

libraries today, including funding restoration, 

maintenance of effort waivers and legislative 

priorities. Shown here meeting with Sen. Hugh Farley 

are SCPL Director Karen Bradley, Board of Trustees 

President Cheryl Cufari and Friends members Donna 

Phillips and Rita Moore. 

 

BOOK SALES 

 

The semi-annual book sale will be May 4 and 5 with 

setup on May 3.  Please call Robin Eddy at  246-1683  

if you can volunteer.  Yard signs are once again 

available and you can pick them up at the Whitney 

Book Corner. We think that the bright yellow signs 

stand out and advertise the sale in the best way 

possible.  Even if a sign is put out just the day before 

the sale it will definitely help.  We ask that all signs 

then be returned to the Whitney once the sale is over. 

  

Thanks for all your support of the sale and our 

committee. It is amazing what the proceeds can do for 

the library patrons! 

         -Susie & Rich Leon, Robin & Fred Eddy,  

          Bob  Symons                                    

 

DONATIONS 

 

The Friends have received donations in memory of 

Dick Cahill from the following: Bruce Connolly, 

Kenneth and Janice Rose, Dorothy and Robert Hartig, 

Robert and Joan Ryan, Mary Ellen and Frank 

Pugliano, Jennifer and Kevin Cahill, Walter Arendt, 

Marilyn Vansteelant, Cara Moilyneaux, John and 

Anne McGowan, Eugene and Eleanor Rowland and 

Andrew & Maureen Kopach. 

                                       - Joan Molloy  

 

CONTACT US 

 

Find us on Facebook, visit our web site    

www.friendsofscpl.org or email us at 

friendslibrary12305@gmail.com .  

 

 
 

http://www.friendsofscpl.org/
mailto:friendslibrary12305@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775


LIRBARY PROGRAM  

ANATOMY OF A MARRIAGE 

On May 23 at 2:00 p.m. in the McChesney Room 

Jim Sefcik will present a program on John Adams, 

second President of the United States and his wife 

Abigail, one of the most famous partnerships in 

American History.  Sefcik is a  retired Director of 

the Louisiana State Museum, lecturer for Union 

College's Academy of Lifelong Learning, and 

presenter for the Friends of SCPL Books 

Sandwiched In program. Mr. Sefcik has also 

taught American History at a number of colleges 

including Gannon, the University of New Orleans 

and Empire State College. To register for the 

program, contact the library at 518-388-4508 or 

518-388-4511. Refreshments will be served.   

VOLUNTEER PICNIC 

 

 If you are a volunteer through the Friends and/or 

the library itself, let us treat you to the annual 

library volunteers’ picnic, June 7 from 5 pm until 

dusk at the River Road Park in Niskayuna. Non-

volunteer guests are welcome for $5.  Registration 

will take place at the main library and all the 

branches, the Whitney Book Corner, by phone 

 388-4511 or by email  Johnsr@johnkarl.net. 

 

HELP WANTED 

 

George Gould is looking for a few good Friends to 

join the Books-On-Line team. Contact him at 

gcgould@earthlink.net  or 393-2516. 
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