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Farewell to a Dedicated Volunteer

It is with great sadness that we announce the death 
of longtime Friends volunteer Linda Witkowski. 

Linda was the coordinator of our Books Sandwiched 
In program for 14 years and also organized the Poetry 
Gala for several years. She was honored at the annual 
dinner in 2012 for her many contributions to the 
Friends. This year’s Poetry Gala, held on April 2, was 
dedicated to her. 

Prior to her retirement, Linda was a teacher of English 
at Niskayuna High School where she held her students 
to a high standard and taught a love of literature and 
poetry in particular.  She was loved and respected 
by her students and colleagues.  A recent post on 
the Friends Facebook page elicited many memories, 
including this from former student, David Decker: 

“About eight years or so after graduating, I happened 
to stop by Niskayuna High School on a trip back 
through the old home town. Wandering into the 
English department, I wondered if my favorite teacher 
might recall who I was. I distinctly remember shyly 
poking my head through the door and trying to think 
of things to jog her memory. But looking up at me 
from the piles of papers on her desk, Linda Witkowski 
exclaimed, ‘David Decker!’

If that wasn’t startling enough, 
after saying our hellos, she 
pulled a folder out of a drawer, 
and with the expertise of a 
seasoned tax attorney rifling 
through receipts, drew out a 
two-page creative writing piece 
I’d done in her classroom some 
ten years prior. She handed it 
to me with a smile.”

Linda was proud of the fact she conducted all of her 
business without the aid of a computer.  She would 
mail a handwritten copy of her BSI schedule to the 
newsletter editor, always well before the deadline. She 
remarked once that she made a decision to give up 
all this technology a number of years ago and did not 
regret it one bit!

In addition to her volunteer activities at the library, 
Linda was very active with, and made many 
contributions to, the Union College Academy for 
Lifelong Learning (UCALL). She will be sorely missed 
by all who knew her.
                         - Gene Rowland & Chris Witkowski 

SPRING       BOOK      SALE
MAY  6 & 7

BOOKS    $1   OR     LESS

NEWS OF THE 
FRIENDS 

of Schenectady County 
Public Library



Friends of the Library Board
Val Catlin, President

Tricia Margas, 1st Vice President
Shawn Marie Schultz, 

2nd Vice President
Nancy Virkler, Treasurer

Madelyn Thorne, Secretary
John Karl, Past President

Directors
Robin Eddy

Donna Fairlee
Shaheen Hasan
Chris Makofski

Arlene Maranville
Geri Mulligan

Roberta Richardson
Charlene Roman

Dick Shave
Patricia Stearns
Esther Swanker

Bob Symons
Norrine Thompson

Linda Ward

Editor - Christine Witkowski
friendslibrary12305@gmail.com

www.friendsofscpl.org
Find Us On Facebook

May/June 2017 2  www.friendsofscpl.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

 Our May book 
sale is nigh, and as 
a shopper, I find 
one of the great 
pleasures of the 
sales is the low 

prices. Not sure whether you will 
like that book? Take a chance, and 
at worst, give it away or donate it 
back. But at best, find a book or 
an author that you wouldn’t have 
searched for, but that you learn 
from, enjoy, or fall in love with. 

Serendipity is a wonderful thing. 
Years ago, at a used book store, 
among the books on England, I 
found a mis-shelved novel with 
London in the title, bought it, and 
discovered an author whose other 
titles I’ve enjoyed. At this past  
winter’s sale, I picked up a copy of 
The Shepherd’s Life, and learned 
about farming and sheepherding in 
Cumbria, where we marveled at the 
sheep so high on the British fells on 
a trip years ago. 
So come and shop, or even better, 
volunteer to help, too—it takes 

hundreds of us to make the book 
sales the continuing successes they 
are.
At their March Board meeting the 
Friends voted to commit $120,000 
to the proposed new Mont Pleasant 
Branch Library, matching the 
amount committed by the library’s 
Board of Trustees. The Phyllis Bornt 
Branch Library and Literacy Center, 
to which we committed $150,000, 
has been such a success; we hope 
the same success will extend to 
Mont Pleasant.
We welcome the five new Board 
members elected at our annual 
meeting- Robin Eddy, Arlene 
Maranville, Geri Mulligan, Dick 
Shave, and Norrine Thompson, and 
thank those finishing their terms 
for their service. Joan Molloy has 
graciously agreed to continue her 
duties as Gifts and Endowments 
chair, and the others still volunteer 
in their ways. We also passed two 
changes to the bylaws.   
                               - Val Catlin

The Whitney Book Corner

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs til 7pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

upcoming sales

may - adult hardcover & 
trade- $1

june - mass market paperbacks 
4 - $1

july - sci fi/fantasy, graphic 
novels, mysteries 50%
1st thursdays 4pm-7pm 

half price 
www.whitneybookcorner.org

OPEN HOUSE
WHITNEY BOOK 

CORNER
IN CELEBRATION 

OF ITS 
15TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
THURSDAY, MAY 4

10 AM-7 PM
EVERYTHING IN STORE 50% OFF

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
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NOON PROGRAMS

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Gene Rowland, Coordinator

May 1 – Voices From Room 6: a Teacher 
Remembers by Paul J. O’Brien. Reviewed by the 
author. At Paul O’Brien’s retirement it was said of 
him “Teaching was never Doctor O’Brien’s job. It’s 
always been his calling. He was made to do exactly 
what he has been doing. How awesome is that?” Paul 
taught English for 47 years. Since retiring in 2014, he 
has remained active in educational circles. He lives 
with his wife Deborah in Niskayuna.

May 8 – Financial Founding Fathers: The Men who 
Made America Rich by Robert E. Wright and David 
J. Cowen. Reviewed by Bradley G. Lewis, Professor 
of Economics at Union College. Prof. Lewis uses this 
book in his course in Financial Markets, as it gives 
an excellent perspective on the early evolution of our 
financial system, its importance, and a significant 
group that had heavy (though varied!) influence on 
the evolution of that system.

May 15 - Phyllis Zych Budka will discuss her book, 
The Maska Dramatic Circle: Polish-American 
Theater in Schenectady, New York (1933-1942).  
Phyllis captured the contents of her parents’ Maska 
scrapbook and expanded the information to provide 
a unique picture of life in the large and vibrant 
Schenectady Polish-American community of the 
period.  The book includes the names of nearly 170 
Maska members and more than 450 patrons.

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in 
the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton 
Street. You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are 
available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with 
special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

TELL US YOUR STORY

I got my first library card 
when I was 6 years old at 
the Rotterdam Branch of the 
Schenectady County Public 
Library, which means at the age 
of 23 I’ve had a library card for 
17 years already. 

I used to be so proud of my 
bright orange library card. My mom would take me 
there constantly. I’d take out a dozen books at a time 
back then, and I’d manage to read them all. My love 
of reading was made possible by the vast number of 
books in our library, and the endless amount of stories 
at my fingertips. By the time I hit middle school, I was 

running through two or three novels a week from the 
library. I ended up going to college and majored in 
English - the love stuck with me all these years. 

I’m so grateful for the SCPL. There’s still nothing like 
reading a paperback, in my opinion, and I’m glad I got 
the experience of discovering the world through books 
in my local library when I was a kid. - Nicole Gentile
                                        
Let us know what your library means to you. Send your stories 
to friendslibrary12305@gmail.com. Additional stories and 
videos can be found at www.friendsofscpl.org. 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com%20%0D%0D?subject=
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

On May 4th the Whitney is 
celebrating 15 years in business by 
having a 50% off everything in the 
store sale. We will serve cookies 
and punch to commemorate our 
anniversary.

We are in the process of getting all 
the Whitney volunteers trained on 
the Square Point of Sale System. 
A huge thanks goes out to Chris 
Witkowski, Val Catlin, and Robin 
Eddy for creating a training 
manual that has been invaluable 

in this process and to Doug Bixler 
for the printing of it. We have 
been going slow so that everyone 
has adequate training on this new 
system.

Robin Eddy, the new associate 
manager, has taken over the 
volunteer coordinator position 
from Ellie Rowland. She started 
doing the schedule in mid April 
with Ellie’s assistance, guaranteeing 
a smooth transition.

Our May sale is Adult Hardcover 
and Trade Fiction and the June 
sale is Mass Market Paperbacks 
4/$1.00, just in time for vacation 
and beach reading.

The Whitney will again have a 
table at the Electric City Comic 
Con on July 8. Our July sale is Sci/
Fi, Mystery, and Graphic Novels. 
Last year these sales brought the 
store record business.  
                - Charlene Roman

About a month ago I started 
volunteering for the Junior 
Friends program, one of the best 
accidents of my life. I had gone 
into the library, as I do a few 
times a week, and asked the front 
desk if they had any job openings 
and they said they didn’t but 
they did have a program called 
the Junior Friends. That night I 
signed up for it and soon after I 
started working. 

I’ve met such intelligent people 
who have made every work day 
such a lovely experience. Right 

now I’m mainly working in 
research for Online Books, but 
I’ve just started working at the 
Whitney Book Corner, which has 
been one of my dreams for years. 
I love going in to work because 
I feel accepted, appreciated and 
understood. 

I have had a lot of trouble with 
my mental health the last few 
years and at the Junior Friends 
and the Whitney I feel at home. I 
couldn’t ask for a better volunteer 
position. -  Connie Bradshaw

Connie Bradshaw, left, with fellow 
Junior Friend, Lyric Walsh, at the 
Bornt Branch’s 1st birthday celebration.

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE

If you would like to volunteer for 
either the Book Sale 

on May 6-7,  the set-up on 
Friday May 5, or for the Whitney 

Book Corner, 
please contact Robin Eddy at 

rjeddy321@gmail.com.

CHECK IT OUT!

The next time you’re at the 
Central Library take a look 
at  the New and Popular 
Books Display. Funds for the 
makeover were provided in 
part through donations to the 
Friends in memory of long 
time volunteer Leah Leonard. 

From Our Junior Friends

mailto:rjeddy321%40gmail.com?subject=
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

FROM THE DIRECTOR
  Spring has sprung! The Friends annual 

Poetry Gala held on Sunday, April 2nd, has 
always been a very lovely event.  This year’s 
Gala was dedicated to Linda Witkowski, 
who recently passed away. It was a 
wonderful tribute to her many years of 

service to the Friends, not only for chairing the Gala for so 
many years, but for her many contributions to the Friends, 
including the Books Sandwiched In program.  A special 
thanks to librarian and poetry lover, Deborah Noyes, for 
carrying on Linda’s program the past few years  

Every April we celebrate National Library Week, along 
with libraries across the country. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our members of the Friends for 
their gift of time and energy throughout the year as they 
run the Whitney Book Corner, conduct annual book sales 
and operate an online bookstore, and carry out special 
events. If you are a member, and are looking for a volunteer 

opportunity, please reach out to the Friends.  There are 
many opportunities available, from a weekly commitment, 
to very occasional or one time opportunities.  Thanks 
to the Friends volunteers, our educational, cultural and 
recreational programs have enriched the lives of so many 
members of our community. 

Occasionally the Friends of the Library are the beneficiaries 
of gifts in memory of someone or are the recipients of a 
bequest.  Those who gave in memory of Leah Leonard can 
visit the lovely new Reader’s Advisory area of the new and 
popular book section of the  Central Library. (Photo on 
page 4). Those who gave in memory of Lisa Holt will soon 
be able to view a very special addition to our Children’s 
Room at the Central Library.  Linda Witkowski’s family has 
indicated that donations in memory of her be used for the 
Niskayuna Branch Library.  In consultation with Linda’s 
family and the Niskayuna Library staff, a project will be 
selected in her honor.     - Karen Bradley

  REELS
A Series  of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

May
May 3:  Jackie Natalie Portman, Peter Sarsgaard. 
A searing and intimate portrait of one of the most 
important and tragic moments in American history. 

May 10:  Collateral Beauty Will Smith, Edward Norton, 
Kate Winslet, Helen Mirren.  Retreating from life after a 
tragedy, a man questions the universe. 

May 17:  Fences Denzel Washington, Viola Davis.  A 
black garbage collector named Troy Maxson in 1950s 
Pittsburgh is bitter that baseball’s color barrier was only 
broken after his own heyday in the Negro Leagues.

May 24:  Patriots Day Melissa Benoist, Michelle 
Monaghan, Rachel Brosnahan.  The story of Boston 
Police Commissioner Ed Davis’s actions in the events 
leading up to the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing.
 
May 31:  20th Century Women Annette Bening, Elle 
Fanning.  The story of three women who explore love 
and freedom in Southern California during the late 
1970s.

June
June 7:  Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them 
Eddie Redmayne, Katherine Waterston. The movie 
opens in 1926 as Newt Scamander has just completed a 
global excursion to find and document an extraordinary 
array of magical creatures. 

June 14:  Silence Andrew Garfield, Adam Driver, Liam 
Neeson.  Two Catholic missionaries face the ultimate 
test of faith when they travel to Japan looking for 
their missing mentor, at a time when Catholicism was 
outlawed.

June 21:  Hidden Figures Taraji P. Henson, Octavia 
Spencer, Janelle Monae. As the United States raced 
against Russia to put a man in space, NASA found 
untapped talent in a group of African-American female 
mathematicians that served as the brains behind one of 
the greatest operations in U.S. history. 

June 28:  Paterson Adam Driver, Golshifteh Farahani, 
Nellie.  A story about Paterson, a bus driver in the city of 
Paterson, New Jersey and his wife, Laura. 

mailto:?subject=
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

SUPPORTING - $35

Julia Eddy & Dan Mayer
Margaret Gaines*
Beverly Glover
Fran Gross
Valerie & Robert Kerker
Jay & Maia Newman
Beryl Rockwell*

PATRON - $50-199

Alex & Walda Brownstein
Arthur Coats
Denny Cottrell & Lucy Desjardins
Walter Grattidge
Joan Ham
Jean & Samuel Katz
Brian & Roberta Kelly
Robert & Mary Liebers
Connie Liscio
Holly Loth & Andrew Witney
Cheryl & Bill Nechamen
Nancy & Michael Ottati
Robbie Roessle
Gillian Scott
Barbara & Ernest Walton

BENEFACTOR-$200+

Jeffrey Peil
Esther Swanker
George & Joan Gould*
Samuel & Carol Wait Jr

*Eligible for GE Match

NEW MEMBERS

Stan Blanchard
Russ & Jody Brooks
John Drazba
Kathy Hogan
Bonnie Lee
Holly Loth & Andrew Witney
Diane McKenna
Rosanne  Rector
Clara Reynolds
Sandra Riccio
Diane & Eric Selin
Gabriella Tallman

DONATIONS

To the Whitney Book Corner In 
Memory of Clarence Countermine: 

Keith Countermine
Alice Hoag
Eleanor  Kampf
Susan & Kenneth Nutting
Sara & Joe Palko

Maryanne & Jim Reidy
Marilyn Stewart
Thomas & Sharon Therriault
John, Dolores & Nancy Varriale
Lewis & Marjorie Wagner

To the Niskayuna Branch Library In 
Memory of Linda Witkowski:

Richard & Roberta Blackmer
Karen & Dave Bradley
Ann  Bish
Judith Conway
Robert  Coppola
John DeMaria
Richard & Janet Evans
Elizabeth Fortino
Brian & Debra Gordon
Joel & Julie Helfman
Analine  Hicks
James Honeyman
Claire Hughes
Douglas Lohnas
Eric & Gilah Moses
Sandy Moynihan
Susan Penney
Anne Peterson
Christine Rainey
Janet Rainey
Suzanne Sheldon
Nancy, Jack & Nick Stopera
Maria Todd
Herb & Sylvia Winer
Ann & Dick Wyles

JOIN THE FRIENDS TODAY!

If you’re reading a complimentary copy of this newsletter, we urge you to become a member of our vital 
organization. As a Friend of the Library, you will receive our bi-monthly newsletter with all of our programs 
listed.  Your membership contribution will go towards purchasing new materials and supplies for the 
library, staff development and training, and public programs and classes. Membership forms can be found 
at www.friendsofscpl.org.
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GOLF TOURNAMENT REGISTRATIONS 
NOW BEING TAKEN FOR THE 

FOUNDATION FOR MOHAWK VALLEY 
LIBRARIES 

A fun day is planned for the annual golf 
tournament for the Foundation for the Mohawk Valley Libraries on 
June 9th at the Mohawk Golf Club.
Registration begins at 8:00 AM with a continental breakfast and buffet 
lunch included, as well as golf carts. Tee time is 8:45 AM.  The fee is 
$140 per player to golf on this premium golf course. Prizes, contests, 
50/50 raffle and a silent auction also will be part of the day.  
The Foundation helps member libraries of the Mohawk Valley Library 
System of which SCPL is a part. Small grants have been awarded to 
local area libraries as a result of fundraising efforts.
Full information and an entry form can be found on the System 
website by clicking on the link at https://mvlslibraryfoundation.
wordpress.com/fundraising/mgc2017/ or contact Cheryl Cufari at 
cufaric@gmail.com or 356-0392. Hope you can join us and be a part 
of supporting area public libraries as well as SCPL.

HEROES ALL AROUND US

On May 27 at 2:00 PM in the McChesney 
Room, USS Slater volunteer Bob Herbst 
will present a program which will explore 
the fascinating history of destroyer escorts, 
the USS SLATER and the lives of three 
men who served in the United States Navy 

during World War II and who are tied in some way to these trim 
but deadly warships. 

The first is Frank Slater, killed in action at Guadalcanal and for 
whom the USS SLATER is named. The second, Leonard Roy 
Harmon, coming from different circumstances but finding himself 
serving alongside Frank Slater aboard the USS SAN FRANCISCO,  
also lost his life and would receive the posthumous distinction 
of being the first African American to have a ship named in his 
honor. Finally, the remarkable story of a destroyer escort, the USS 
SAMUEL B. ROBERTS, will be examined, highlighting the actions 
of Paul Henry Carr.

During the month of May items from the USS SLATER historical 
collections will be on display at the Central Library. 

VOLUNTEER PICNIC
JUNE 9

5:30 PM-dusk
 Niskayuna River Road 

Park  
Sign up sheets at the

Whitney Book Corner 
and all library branches. 

Catered by Gershon’s 
Volunteers eat for free
Non-volunteer guests - 

$5.00
 

PICNIC OPEN TO ANYONE WHO HAS 
VOLUNTEERED AT THE LIBRARY OR FOR THE 

FRIENDS OR IS ON THE  LIBRARY STAFF 

IN OTHER NEWS

mailto:?subject=
https://mvlslibraryfoundation.wordpress.com/fundraising/mgc2017/
https://mvlslibraryfoundation.wordpress.com/fundraising/mgc2017/
https://mvlslibraryfoundation.wordpress.com/fundraising/mgc2016/%20%20
mailto:cufaric%40gmail.com?subject=
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FRIENDS OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  
99  CLINTON STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES

Central Branch
Wednesday, May 3: Microsoft Excel 2013: Basic, 6-7:30 pm

Tuesday, May 9: Google Docs, 6-7:30 pm
 
Wednesday, May 10: Microsoft Excel 2013: Intermediate, 6-7:30 pm
 
Wednesday, May 17: Microsoft Excel 2013: Advanced, 6-7:30 pm

Tuesday, May 16: Introduction to PowerPoint, 6-7:30 pm

Register online at  www.scpl.org, 
at any library location, or by calling  
388-4511.  Registrants must have 
a valid SCPL card. The classes are 
funded by the Friends of the Library.

SPRING
BOOK SALE 
 MAY 6 & 7
CENTRAL LIBRARY

99 CLINTON STREET 
SCHENECTADY

SATURDAY 9-4
SUNDAY 1-3

SUNDAY - FILL A BAG FOR 
$2.00!

http://www.scpl.org

