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TRACY KIDDER TO SPEAK ON NOVEMBER 17

Pulitzer Prize- 
winning author 
Tracy Kidder 
will appear at 
the Schenectady 
High School 
Auditorium,  
1445 The Plaza, 
Schenectady, NY 
on Thursday, 

November 17 at 7 pm.  The event is 
free and open to the public; doors 
will open at 6:30 pm and seating is 
on a first come, first serve basis.

Kidder is the author of numerous 
non-fiction titles, including The 
Soul of a New Machine, for which 
he won the Pulitzer Prize, The 
Strength in What Remains, about 
a young refugee who escaped 
genocide in his native Burundi 

and Mountains Beyond Mountains, 
the story of Dr. Paul Farmer, a 
physician dedicated to improving 
the health of the people of Haiti, 
one of the poorest countries in the 
world. 

Kidder’s newest book, A Truck 
Full of Money, tells the story of 
Paul English, a young man from a 
working class family in Boston who 
was able to use his uncanny ability 
for computer programming and 
team building to create the wildly 
successful company kayak.com. 
He  subsequently sold the company 
and began a search for ways to give 
away the huge profit. 

This event is made possible 
through the generous support of 
our members. For these last 50 

years, the Friends have brought 
quality programs such as this to 
our community. We look forward 
to continuing this tradition of 
excellence in programming. 

Be sure to join us for a stellar 
evening with one of America’s most 
respected authors.

EVENT PARKING:

ON STREET AVAILABLE ON 
THE PLAZA (ENTER SCHOOL 

THROUGH DOOR #2)
AND IN THE WEST LOT 

(FA) OFF THE PLAZA 
(ENTER SCHOOL THROUGH 
DOOR #8 NEXT TO METAL 

SCULPTURE)

           VISIT THE FESTIVAL OF TREES
Will there be buttons, bows, lights, 
tinsel? Will there be packages nestled 
under the base of the tree? What design 
will have the place of honor at the top 
of the tree? Come see the Friends tree 
at the Schenectady County Historical 
Society’s 10th Festival of Trees! 

The trees will be displayed at the YWCA, 44 Washington 
Ave. and the Historical Society, 32 Washington Ave.,  
December 3-8 from 12 pm-5 pm, Monday through 
Friday, and 10 am-4 pm, Saturday and Sunday. 

Tickets are available at the Historical Society and YWCA. 
Visit www.schenectadyhistorical.org for complete details. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fall is in full 
swing, and rather 
than cooling 
down, Friends 
activity levels 
have heated 

up—another successful book 
sale, preceded by months 
of work sorting and boxing 
books; a new series of Monday 
noon programs; a day trip 
and planning for a major trip; 
and special events- Zucchini 
Brothers, Harry Potter (not 
in person, alas), John Simon, 
and Tracy Kidder. All of this 
is powered by volunteers—a 
boon to the library and to the 
community.

 
I am attempting to chart the 
multiple activities and functions 
of the Friends, and figure 
out the right person to ask 
when a question comes up, or 
something needs to be done.  
What is evident is the awesome 
level of commitment by so many 
people who volunteer so much 
of their time, talents, and energy 
on a regular basis, as well as 
those who appear when needed 
for an event such as the book 
sale. There are still jobs that need 
doing, though, and we hope that 
the right people for the jobs will 
step up and say “I can do that!” 
That can-do spirit is what fuels 
us.           -Val Catlin

The Whitney Book Corner

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs. til 7pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

upcoming sales

november - holiday books  
black friday 50% off 
everything in store

december - better books
small gift books 3/$1.00 

1st thursdays 4pm-7pm 
half price 

www.whitneybookcorner.org

WE GET BY WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM OUR FRIENDS

When Mary James passed away 
several years ago, a substantial 
sum was left by her to the 
Friends, but little was known 
about her until recently.  A 
long-time acquaintance was 
located and provided a bit 
of information about our 
benefactor:  

Mary lived in Schenectady all 
of her life until about six years 
ago when she moved to Shady 
Lane in Scotia.  Her friend, 
Tom Meaney of Saratoga, 
formerly from Schenectady, 
described Mary as a very private 
person who loved to read.  She 
had no remaining relatives 
and, according to her estate, 
bequeathed significant sums to 

many charities and non-profits 
in the Schenectady area.  

Mary’s bequest will allow the 
Friends to fund a complete 
makeover of the audio-visual 
system in the McChesney Room, 
something that will endure for 
a long time for the benefit of all 
who enjoy the programs there.  
Once the work is complete, 
a plaque recognizing Mary’s 
contribution will be installed 
and a ceremony honoring her 
will be held.  Mary’s  example 
reminds us that all support for 
the Friends goes a long way to 
keeping the library a real gem in 
our community. -John Karl

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
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NOON PROGRAMS

SPECIAL FEATURES
John Karl and Gene Rowland, Coordinators

November
Revitalizing Schenectady

Oct. 31: David Buicko, President and Chief Operating 
Officer of the Galesi Group in Rotterdam will offer a 
powerpoint presentation highlighting Galesi’s current 
and future projects. Galesi has been a major developer 
in and around Schenectady, from the riverfront/casino 
project to designing affordable housing.  

Nov. 7: Jim Salengo, Executive Director of the 
Downtown Schenectady Improvement Corporation, 
will highlight the progress that has been and is being 
made in downtown Schenectady.  You may recall that 
our Whitney Book Corner has partnered with many of 
DSIC projects and the Friends was named outstanding 
volunteer organization by DSIC several years ago. 

Nov. 14: Madelyn Thorne, Executive Director of 
Habitat for Humanity, will present a look at the 
projects that are revitalizing the residential picture 
of Schenectady. Madelyn is on the Friends Board of 
Directors and serves as secretary. 

 

December
Introduction to Opera

A four-week program entitled Introduction to Opera 
will be held on Nov. 28, Dec. 5, Dec. 12, and Dec. 19 
in the McChesney Room. Classes will begin at 12:00 
noon, and will run until 1:30 PM.  

The operas selected for the program are: Mozart’s 
Magic Flute, Puccini’s La Bohème, Rossini’s Barber of 
Seville, and Verdi’s La Traviata. There will be a short 
(15-20 minute) introduction to each program, briefly 
summarizing the story, the main characters, the 
composer and the performers. This will be followed 
by a selection of arias from the opera, with comments 
along the way, and a wrap-up of the final scene(s). 

Gene Rowland will be the coordinator for this 
program, and Dr. Josef Schmee will serve as an 
expert consultant.  Dr. Schmee is retired as Research 
Professor of Economics and the K. B. Sharpe Professor 
of Management at Union College. He is a well-known 
expert on operas and classical music. 

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Patricia Rush, Coordinator

Jan. 9: Andy Morris, associate professor of history at 
Union College, will review Douglas Brinkley’s new 
book Rightful Heritage: Franklin Roosevelt and the 
Land of America.  The book offers, through the lens 
of environmental history, a way of looking at FDR’s 
presidency that most of us are not familiar with.

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in 
the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton 
Street. You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are 
available for a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with 
special devices for the hearing-impaired. 

WE AIM TO KEEP YOU INFORMED!
The Friends newsletter is published five times a year and 
sent to our members either electronically or through 
the mail.  Program cancellations and items of special 
interest will be sent in email blasts to those members 
who have provided us contact information. All of the 
Friends programs are listed on our website, 
www.friendsofscpl.org. and posted on Facebook. 

BEAT THE SNOW RETURNS

We begin another season of winter 
concerts on Sunday, January 8, 2017 
at 2:30. The full schedule will be 
printed in the next newsletter. Have 
any ideas for performers? Contact 
Janice Walz at 
jmdwalz@nycap.r.com. 

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jmdwalz%40nycap.r.com?subject=
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

BOOK SALES 

The Fall Book Sale on September 
24-25 was a great success!  The 
weather was good on both days, 
and a large turnout of young and 
old book lovers gathered to browse 
throughout the weekend.  With 
over 40,000 books for sale, 
they found plenty worth buying.  
Many people walked away with 
armloads of books and smiles on 
their faces.

Volunteers from the community 
signed up to fill over 300 job slots 
from Friday setup to Sunday 
cleanup.  Groups of young 
people from Union College and 
Schenectady High School pitched 
in to add their energy during setup 
and cleanup.   And our core team 
of veteran book sellers made sure 
the books were organized by 
category or author’s name and 

helped buyers to find what they 
wanted.

We measure our success in two 
ways.  At this sale we made $16,523 
which is more than we made last 
fall.  But more important is the fact 
thatwe sold tens of thousands of 
books to people at very low prices!  

The Fall Book Sale is always a 
wonderful community event!  
We want to thank everyone 
who volunteered at the sale, and 
especially the team of Friends 
who work every Wednesday 
throughout the year to prepare 
books for the sale.

Be sure not to miss our 
Mid- Winter Book Sale on 
February 4-5, 2017.
- Bob Symons, Charlene Roman, Robin 
and Fred Eddy

REMEMBERING THE BAND

On Thursday, November 3 at 6:00 pm 
in the McChesney Room, John Simon 
– music producer, composer, writer 
and performing artist in pop, rock, 
television, movies, and on Broadway, 
will share his experiences working 
with the legendary American roots 
music group ‘The Band’ as part of the 
Empire State Plaza Performing Arts 

Center’s “New York Living Legacy” program.

Mr. Simon will discuss and demonstrate how he first became 
involved with The Band, offering insight into how the 
compositions, arrangements and instrumentation came together 
to create monumental recordings that formed the foundation for 
what is known today as “Americana” music.

Are you the hostest with the mostest? 
Love giving parties? The Friends of the 
Library have the perfect job for you! 
We are in great need of members to 
serve on the Hospitality Committee.  
Duties would include organizing and 
coordinating the annual dinner and 
volunteer picnic. Interested? Drop us a 
line at friendslibrary12305@gmail.com.  

JOIN THE FRIENDS AND 
COLETTE TOURS IN 

JULY 2017

Take a nine day tour of the 
Canadian Rockies, starting in 

Vancouver and ending with the 
famous Calgary Stampede! 

Registrations accepted until 
December 30th. Space is 

limited. Don’t miss this great 
travel opportunity.

Details can be found at 
www.friendsofscpl.org

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://friendsofscpl.org
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
 

Central Branch

Instagram 101: Saturday, November 5, 9:15-10:45
Basic Excel: Wednesday. November 9, 6-7:30 pm
Online Security: Tuesday, November 15 at 6 pm-7:30
Intermediate Excel: Wednesday, November 16, 
6-7:30 pm
Advanced Excel: Wednesday, November 30, 
6-7:30 pm

Bornt Branch

Computers For Novices: Wednesday, November 9, 
10:15-11:45 AM
Basic Keyboarding: Thursday, November 10, 
10:15-11:45 AM
Basic Internet: Friday, November 15, 10:15-11:45 am
Internet Searching: Wednesday, November 16, 
10:15-11:45 AM
Basic E-Mail: Friday, November 18, 10:15-11:45 am
Register online at  www.scpl.org, at any library 
location, or by calling  388-4511.  Registrants must 
have a valid SCPL card. The classes are funded by the 
Friends of the Library.

UPCOMING LIBRARY PROGRAMS

Bornt Branch Library

Tai Chi & Chi Gong For Health  Saturday, November 5, 
3:30-4:30 pm: An introduction to the traditional Asian 
practices of Tai Chi & Chi Gong by noted local teacher, 
Khanh Nguyen. Participants must wear comfortable 
clothes and athletic shoes to this free one-hour class.
 
Drop-In Fiber Arts Program Monday, November 7, 
5-8 pm. A drop-in class that offers participants the 
chance to work on personal/individual knitting, 
arm-knitting and/or crocheting projects while also 
offering those that are interested, the opportunity to 
work on projects guided by the instructor. Guided 
projects will also involve a knitting, arm-knitting or 
crocheting project. Suitable for ages 13 and up.

Central Library 

Splashing Around in the Word Pool: Diving Into Poetry 
(Part 2) with Judith Prest Wednesdays, November 2, 9, 
16, 6-7:45 pm, Slater Room at the Central Library
Registrants need not have taken Part 1 to participate.

Register by calling 388-4511 or go online at 
www.scpl.org 

 

TUESDAY RETURNS

Former Army Captain Luis 
Carlos Montalvan, a disabled 
veteran, and his service dog 
Tuesday, will make a return 
visit to the Schenectady 
County Public Library on 
Sunday, November 6 at 2 pm 
in the McChesney Room. 

A veteran of multiple tours in Iraq, Montalvan 
is the award winning author of three books. He 
will be sharing his newest book called Tuesday 
Takes Me There, which chronicles the many ways 
he and Tuesday travel to their frequent speaking 
engagements. This program, which is funded by the 
Friends of the Library, is free, suitable for family 
audiences and may be of particular interest to 
veterans and dog lovers. 

mailto:?subject=
www.scpl.org
www.scpl.org
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

SUPPORTING - $35

Gerald & Beatrice Hahn*
Edith Kliman
Jane McCloskey
Debra Story

PATRON - $50-199

Doris Clark*
Jennifer Hanson
Patricia & Richard Margas*
Brian & Liz Yanoff
Gail Denisoff
Fred & Virginia Thompson

BENEFACTOR-$200+

Simon & Sally Weinstein

*Eligible for GE Match

NEW MEMBERS

James Andrews
Joy Apperson
Marygene Brunner
Sandra Cath
Mary Della Rocco
Missy Gardner
Sandra Lannon
Jill Mahan-McDonald

Frances Priester Moss
Patricia O’Clair
Warren Ogren
Shatisha Providence** 
Rosemary Reynolds
Yanishka Rosa**
Mary Beth, Paul, Joe Rossi
Joseph Sala
Charlotte Saunders
Nancy Stopera
Debra Story
Rosalind Streeter
Marie Wheeler
Brian & Liz Yanoff

** Junior Friend

THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A 

free newsletter! If you’re 
reading a complimentary 
copy of this newsletter 
we urge you to become 
a member of the Friends 
and help support the many 
wonderful programs we 

sponsor. Membership forms can be found at  www.
friendsofscpl.org.

UNSUNG HEROES

These are the dedicated folks 
who prepare the Friends 
newsletter for mailing five times 
a year: Rudy Dehn, Bill & Mary 
Liz Leitch, Bill & Lois Isles, Anne 
Yunick, John Karl and Chris 
Witkowski. Bill & Mary Liz 
Leitch also prepare the renewal 
mailings four times a year. 

They are among the many 
volunteers without whom the 
Friends could not be as effective 
an organization as it is.  Many 
thanks to them for their service.

GO DIGITAL!

Interested in receiving the 
Friends newsletter hot off the 

presses? 
Tired of waiting for snail 

mail?
Sign up today to have the 

newsletter delivered directly 
to your inbox. Simply email 

us at 
folmembernotice@gmail.com 
and we’ll put you on our list.

The Friends Annual Dinner Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, April 6, 2017 at the Schenectady 

County Community College.

 

Black Friday @ the 
Whitney!

Store opens at 
9 a.m.



  REELS
A Series  of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

November
November 2: Money Monster George Clooney, 
Julia Roberts, Jack O’Connell, Dominic West; 
directed by Jodie Foster; 99 minutes; 2016 

November 9: The Meddler Susan Sarandon, Rose 
Byrne, J. K. Simmons; directed by Lorene Scafaria; 
103 minutes; 2016 

November 16: Love and Friendship
Kate Beckinsale, Chloe Sevigny, Xavier Samuel, 
Tom Bennett; directed by Whit Stillman; 
92 minutes; 2016

November 23: Hunt for the Wilderpeople
Julian Dennison, Sam Neill, Rima Te Wiata;  
directed by Taika Waititi; 101 minutes; 2016

November 30: The Lobster Colin Farrell, Rachel 
Weisz, Lea Seydoux, John C. Reilly; directed by 
Yorgos Lanthimos; 118 minutes; 2016

December
December 7: Ghostbusters Melissa McCarthy, 
Kristen Wiig, Kate McKinnon, Ed Begley Jr., 
Charles Dance; directed by Paul Feig; 117 minutes; 
2016

December 14: The Legend of Tarzan Alexander 
Skarsgard, Rory J. Saper, Christoph Waltz; directed 
by David Yates; 110 minutes; 2016

December 21: Captain Fantastic Viggo Mortensen, 
George Mackay, Samantha Isler, Annalise Basso, 
Nicholas Hamilton; directed by Matt Ross; 120 
minutes; 2016

December 28: Zootopia Ginnifer Goodwin, Jason 
Bateman, Idris Elba, Jenny Slate, Nate Torrence;  
directed by Richard Moore, Jared Bush, Byran 
Howard; 108 minutes; 2016

Detailed movie information can be found on the 
Events Calendar at www.scpl.org.
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

FROM OUR SCRAPBOOK

A happy customer shops at the 
Fall Book Sale.

Friends volunteers serve the ice cream 
at the Zuchinni Brothers event.

Diane Leone and Andy 
Wexler enjoy a scenic boat 
ride on the Friends day trip 

to Cooperstown.

mailto:?subject=
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Black Friday @ the 
Whitney Book Corner!

Store opens at 
9 a.m.

DR. SEUSS AT THE WHITNEY
DECEMBER 10  

1 pm- 4 pm

Dr. Seuss is on the loose! Books on shelves and 
books on floors, treats to eat and so much more! 
The Grinch is on the movie screen, we hope he 

doesn’t cause a scene. 
 Thing One and Thing Two really want to meet you 

so be at the Whitney from one to four! Want to 
rhyme? Have the time ? Children grades one to three 

can enter their poetry. Contest rules at the store or 
online. See you then for a grand old time!


