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VISIT IRELAND WITH THE FRIENDS
Reservations are being accepted through November 30 for the 
Friends of the Library June, 2018 trip to Ireland. After a very 
successful trip to the Canadian Rockies, we decided to once again  
partner with Collette Tours, a company that uses outstanding hotel 
and restaurant properties to make for an exceptional travel experience. 

Experience the Ring of Kerry, one of the world’s great coastal roads, 
see sheepdogs in action on a working farm, tour Ireland’s vibrant 
capital city of Dublin, stand in awe of the stunning 700 foot high Cliffs 
of Mohr, kiss the Blarney Stone and so much more.  

Further information can be found at:  https://friendsofscpl.org/tour-
ireland-in-2018/. Questions?  Email us at: 
scplfriendstrips@gmail.com or  contact Sue Crawford at 
518-372-1198.

SPREADING HAPPINESS WITH A MUSEUM PASS
Kathy Palmatier loves to 
promote the  museum passes 
while doing her job as a SCPL 
library clerk. Recently she told 
this story: 

“There have been many times 
when sharing the news of the 

library passes has inspired a grateful response, but 
none more so than an experience at the Woodlawn 
Branch library. 

On September 23 a man and his son came into 
Woodlawn. This little boy was a tiny, smiling, excited 
to be in the library, 4 year old.  I had the pleasure of 
helping him find some books and asked if he wanted 

the DVD of one of the books.  The father told me that 
they were taking a trip to Boston because they had to 
bring him to the Children’s Hospital and they wanted 
a DVD to take on the long trip. I asked him if he knew 
about the museum passes and he did not. I showed 
him the list and he was delighted to see our newest 
Springfield pass.  The dad thought on the way back, as 
a reward for this beautiful child, they would use the 
pass to visit the Springfield museums. 

I am so thankful to the Friends that they have provided 
this amazing gift!”  

Information on the Museum Pass Program can be found 
at: https://friendsofscpl.org/museum-pass-program/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Ready or not, fall 
is here. Books 
Sandwiched In 
programs are 
underway; do 

join us on Mondays at noon.  
Book reviews work both ways—
this book sounds interesting, I 
want to read it, or, the reviewer 
has told me enough that I’ll pass 
on this one, and read something 
else, but I’ve learned something 
in the telling. 

Thanksgiving is coming, and we 
are grateful to so many people—
too many to name, but all are 
appreciated: Friends, library 
staff and trustees, and volunteers 
from other organizations, for 
their contributions to recent 
events and functions, including 
the staff and volunteer picnic in 
June, the fall book sale, weekly 
programs for the public, special 
events, day trips and extended 
trips.  Meanwhile, dozens of 
people work regular shifts and 

extra hours, often weekly and 
more, to keep this organization 
and its everyday operations 
going.  Their contributions are 
immense and valuable. Other 
Friends groups are envious 
of our level of activity and 
volunteer commitment.

One current project we are 
involved with is working with 
library administration and staff 
on reorganizing the space in 
which the library has allowed 
us to work. Angela Strong, 
Assistant Director, and Mary 
Ann Warner, Adult Services 
Coordinator, have been very 
helpful. The book sale clear-out 
has enabled the Friends to better 
allocate working and storage 
space to carry on the huge job 
of handling, sorting, and storing 
the tens of thousands of books 
that are so generously donated 
to benefit the library. To the 
donors, too, we are grateful. 
                          - Val CatlinThe Whitney Book Corner

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs til 7pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

upcoming sales
november - children’s and 

young adult books
black friday 50% off all 
regularly priced items

december - better books and 
gift books 

1st thursdays 4pm-7pm 
50% off 

www.whitneybookcorner.org

THERE’S NO SUCH THING 
AS A ....

free newsletter! If you’re 
reading a complimentary 
copy of this newsletter 
we urge you to become 
a member of the Friends 
and help support the many 
wonderful programs we 

sponsor. Membership forms can be found at
https://friendsofscpl.org/become-a-friend/.

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
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NOON PROGRAMS 
Patricia Rush & Gene Rowland, Coordinators

History and Opera

October/November 

November is New York History Month and the 
anniversary of some major events in New York-votes for 
women, the beginning of the Erie Canal, entrance into 
World War I, and the anti-women’s suffrage movement.  
To acknowledge the important events that took place 
in our state, the Friends of the Library have organized a 
series of presentations on them.  A special thank you to 
Patricia Rush for coordinating the series.

October 30: “Spotlight: Albany and Anti-Suffrage” A 
new exhibit at the Albany Institute of History and Art, 
will be presented by Patrick Stenshorn, the Interpretive 
Program Manager at the Institute.  He will discuss the 
founding of the anti-women’s suffrage organization in 
New York in 1894.  Women were granted the right to 
vote in New York in 1917; three years later the federal 
government granted women the right to vote.

November 6: Erie Canal Brad L. Utter, Senior Historian 
and Curator of Science and Technology at the New 
York State Museum, will speak about the exhibit he has 
curated, Enterprising Waters: New York’s Erie Canal. 
Phase One of the exhibit, on display now, focuses on the 
beginnings of the canal 200 years ago, and chronicles the 
canal’s construction and its impact along the route.
 
November 13:  World War I Aaron Noble, Senior 
Historian and Curator of Political and Military History at 
the New York State Museum, will speak about the pivotal 
role New Yorkers played in all facets of World War I.  The 
exhibit he has curated, A Spirit of Sacrifice: New York State 
in the First World War, commemorates the centennial of 
New York’s entrance into the conflict.
 
November 20: The Electric Mule on the Erie Canal 
Most accounts of the Erie canal focus on its creation and 
its significance in early 19th century American history. 
Few, however, dwell on its last days. In this talk, Professor 
Andrew Morris of the Department of History at Union 
College, looks at the last ditch effort by canal supporters 
to revive it through the use of electricity, culminating in 
the high-profile test of a G.E. “electric mule” on a stretch 
of the canal in Schenectady. 
 

November 27: Women’s Suffrage Jennifer Lemak, Chief 
Curator of History at the New York State Museum, will 
speak on the exhibit: Votes for Women: Celebrating New 
York’s Suffrage Centennial. She will be joined by Ashley 
Hopkins-Benton, Senior Historian and Curator of  Social 
History at the New York State Museum.   
Information on the State Museum exhibits can be found at: 
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/exhibitions

December

December 4:  Dr. Frank Strauss will entertain us with 
a program entitled Beautiful Music. We will listen to, 
view, and talk about an aria, “O mio babbino caro”, from 
Puccini’s opera Gianni Schicchi. There is more to this 
piece than just breathtakingly beautiful music. As is 
so often the case with wonderful music, many people 
perform it, and the personalities and circumstances 
of some of the performers may be as interesting as the 
music. “O mio babbino caro” has been sung by many 
soprano singers, with perhaps the most memorable 
being Maria Callas. We will view a short video biography 
of La Divina, and then watch, thanks to our friends at 
YouTube, some videos of Callas singing. 
 
December 11: Professor Josef Schmee returns to SCPL 
to present two opera programs. The first program will be 
The Marriage of Figaro by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
This is a comic opera in four acts, composed in 1786. It is 
one of the ten most popular operas. The story deals with 
two servants, Figaro and Susanna, who succeed in getting 
married, thus foiling their philandering employer Count 
Almaviva, who attempts to seduce Susanna, and teaching 
him a lesson in fidelity.
 
December 18: Professor Schmee presents another very 
popular opera, Rigoletto, by Giuseppe Verdi. This opera 
is in three acts, and is considered to be one of Verdi’s 
masterpieces. The story revolves around the licentious 
Duke of Mantua, his hunch-backed court jester Rigoletto 
and Rigoletto’s beautiful daughter Gilda. Dr. Schmee will 
pay tribute to the famous Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti, 
who was great in the role of the Duke of Mantua in this 
opera.

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com%20%0D%0D?subject=
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

BOOK SALES

The Fall Book Sale on September 
23-24 was a great success!  The 
weather was sunny and warm on 
both days, and a large turnout of 
book lovers gathered to browse and 
buy throughout the weekend.  With 
over 60,000 books for sale, they 
found plenty worth buying.  Many 
people walked away with armloads 
of books and smiles on their faces.

Volunteers from the community 
signed up to fill most of our needed 
300 job slots from Friday setup 
to Sunday cleanup.  Our team of 
book sale volunteers made sure the 
books were organized by category 
or author’s name, helped buyers to 
find what they wanted and cashed 
out the sales. In addition, we had 
four inmates from the Schenectady 
Jail who helped with the Friday 
setup. 

A number of students from 
Schenectady High School and 
Union College pitched in to 
add their energy during setup, 
cleanup and during the sale.   An 
extra special thanks goes to 
Chief Thompson, who recruited 
16 Jr. ROTC students from the 
high school to help us the entire 
weekend. Without them the 
book sale would have been quite 
overwhelming and demanding for 
our core group of volunteers.

We measure our success in 
two ways. At this sale we made 
$15,775.58, which is about $750 
less than we made last fall.  But 
more important is the fact that we 
sold tens of thousands of books to 
people at very low prices!  

Unfortunately, we receive so many 
donated books that cannot be sold.  

Sorting out these books takes time 
and much lifting.  We have to 
sell them for a nominal price to a 
wholesale book company.  We fill 
a large commercial truck about 
every 6-8 weeks with the books 
we cannot sell!   We wish we didn’t 
have to waste our time on these 
books, so PLEASE donate only 
books we can sell.

The Fall Book Sale is always a 
wonderful community event!  
We want to thank everyone 
who volunteered at the sale, and 
especially the team of Friends 
who work every Wednesday 
throughout the year to prepare 
books for the sale.

Don’t miss our Mid Winter Book 
Sale on February 3-4, 2018.
  --- Bob Symons, Charlene Roman, 
Lisa Esperti, Robin & Fred Eddy

This family found some great 
books for their little one.

Volunteer Dave Bradley poses 
with a happy customer.

One of the many volunteers 
from Schenectady High 
School Junior ROTC 
program.

OUT AND ABOUT AT THE BOOK SALE
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

  REELS
A Series  of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

November
November 1:  Wonder Woman Gal Gadot, Chris Pine.
When an American pilot crashes on their shores and 
tells of a massive conflict raging in the outside world, 
Diana, princess of the Amazons, leaves her home, 
convinced she can stop the threat. 

November 8:  The Book of Henry Naomi Watts, Jaeden 
Lieberher, Jacob Tremblay. A single mother discovers a 
scheme in her son’s book to rescue a young girl from the 
hands of her abusive stepfather and sets out to execute 
the plan at any cost.

November 15:  Churchill Brian Cox, Miranda 
Richardson. June 1944. Allied Forces stand on the brink: 
a massive army is secretly assembled on the south coast 
of Britain, poised to re-take Nazi-occupied Europe. One 
man stands in their way: Winston Churchill. 

November 22:  The Big Sick Kumail Nanjiani, Holly 
Hunter, Ray Romano. Pakistan-born aspiring comedian 
Kumail connects with grad student Emily after a standup 
set. 

November 29:  Spider-Man: Homecoming Tom 
Holland, Michael Keaton, Zendaya, Donald Glover.  A 
young Peter Parker begins to navigate his newfound 
identity as the web-slinging super hero. 

December
December 6:  Maudie Sally Hawkins, Ethan Hawke, Kari 
Matchett. An arthritic Nova Scotia woman works as a 
housekeeper while she hones her skills as an artist and 
eventually becomes a beloved figure in the community.

December 13:  Baby Driver Ansel Elgort, Jon Bernthal, 
Jon Hamm, Kevin Spacey. A talented young getaway 
driver relies on the beat of his personal soundtrack to 
be the best in the game. But after being coerced into 
working for a crime boss, he must face the music when a 
doomed heist threatens his life, love, and freedom.

December 20:  War for the Planet of the Apes Andy 
Serkis, Woody Harrelson. Caesar and his apes are forced 
into a deadly conflict with an army of humans led by a 
ruthless Colonel. 

December 27:  Cars 3 Owen Wilson, Cristela Alonzo, 
Chris Cooper, Nathan Fillion. Blindsided by a new 
generation of blazing-fast racers, the legendary 
Lightning McQueen is suddenly pushed out of the sport 
he loves. To get back in the game, he will need the help 
of an eager young race technician with her own plan to 
win, inspiration from the late Fabulous Hudson Hornet, 
and a few unexpected turns. 

BEAT THE SNOW RETURNS

Mark your calendars for the Beat the 
Snow Concert Series.  Once again, we will 
spotlight the numerous local talents of our 
area, beginning with Bien Baez and Michael 
Clement on Sunday, January 7, 2018.  

The concert series will run on Sundays from 2:30-3:30 PM, 
from January 7 to March 25 excluding February 4th.  Other 
groups set for this season include the Musicians of Maalwyck, 
Etude Club, Schenectady Light Opera Company, Rosanne 
Hargrave and Michael Clement, and the Colonie Village 
Singers with Malcolm Kogut. Concerts are free and open to the 
public.  Questions? Contact Janice Walz  at 518 346-8081.

GO DIGITAL!

Interested in receiving the Friends newsletter 
hot off the presses? 

Tired of waiting for snail mail?
Sign up today to have the newsletter delivered 

directly to your inbox. Simply email us at 
folmembernotice@gmail.com and we’ll put 

you on our list.

mailto:?subject=
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

SUPPORTING - $35

Lois & Richard Atkinson
Marguerite Bauer
Hank & Pat Buczkowski 
Barb Armstrong & Bob 
Coppola
Diane DiMeo
Kristy & Dan Eldeen
Bill & Donna Fairlee
Carl Filbrich& Christy 
Multer
Marion Grimes
Joan Ipsen**
Bob & Karen Kanarkiewicz
Gene & Susanne Kimura*
Leah LaFera
Sylvia Lange
Lois & Tony Miller
Barbara Palmer
Ron & Gerri Pinkerton
Grace Riccobono
Robert Ringlee
Claudia & Keith Rolfe
William Schmitt*
Julia Stone*
James/ & Margo Strosberg
Owen & Betty Sutton
Carol Wilber
Hazel Wilson
Lorene  Zabin

PATRON - $50-199

Philip & JoAnn Adams*
Phyllis Barbera
Wendy & Walter 
Berninger*
Elmer & Olga Bertsch
Bryant & Casey Bigelow
Ann Bish
David & Karen Bradley
Naomi Bristol
Wonja & Jeff Brucker
Robert & Julia Burgess
Miriam Butzel
Alan & Valerie Catlin
Gail Denisoff
Rosalie Fadem
Jo Freedman
Debbie & Joel Friedman
Ginny Golden
Patricia & David Gosda
George & Joan Gould
Cathy Gruyters & Sean 
Albert
Ted Heisler
Ann Hicks
Richard Holt
Bernice  Izzo
Karen Johnson
John & Gail Karl
John & Marilyn Knarvik
Dawn & John Knutson
Don & Marilyn Leach
Bill & Mary Liz Leitch*
Joe Leonardo
Bill Levering

Jack & Arlene Maranville
Patricia & Richard Margas*
Rita Moore
Virginia & Jeff Newton
Anne Peterson
Frank & Dorothea 
Potochnik*
Roberta Richardson
Eugene & Eleanor 
Rowland*
Sonia Rubenstein*
Kathleen Ryan
Linda & Ralp Spaulding
Themetria Svolos*
Barbara VanEtten*
Barbara Vivier*
Patricia & Robert Wall*
Anita Walther
Barbara Wood
Brian & Liz Yanoff
Connie Young
Anne & Robert Yunick

BENEFACTOR-$200+

Richard & Susan Baker*
David & Adrienne Bashe
Susanne & Robert Doyle
Donal Early*
Neil & Jane Golub
Lawson & Priscilla Harris*
Leonard Herman*
Kimberly Mastrianni

Wayne & Cynthia 
Schneider
Angela Strong
Samuel & Carol Wait, Jr
Simon & Sally Weinstein
Frank & Virginia Wicks

NEW MEMBERS

Norm Ainslie
Sky DeJong**
Maya Dhinesh**
Rosanne Faber
Anne & Dave Gray
Catherine Lucas
Eileen Quick
Terry Quigley
Angela Strong
Frank & Virginia Wicks
Marcine Wielt

*Eligible for GE Match
**Junior Friend

DONATIONS

In Memory of Clarence 
Countermine: 
Jean Gordon

In Memory of Veronica 
Bartholic:
Robert and Anne Yunick

Niskayuna Hannaford Bags 
4 You Program

Black Friday @ the 
Whitney!

Store opens at 
9 a.m.
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IN OTHER NEWS

All About the Erie Canal
Central Library, McChesney Room

Wednesday, November 1
6:30-7:30 pm

This program, by David Brooks, will provide relatable 
information about the Erie Canal from conception 

to construction and the various improvements to the 
waterway over the last two hundred years. Topics 

ranging from politics, economics and social factors 
to the environmental views in early America, will be 

broached. 

David Brooks is currently appointed as the Education 
Director at Schoharie Crossing State Historic Site in 
Fort Hunter, N.Y. The site interprets and preserves 

the significant history of the Erie Canal and its 
contributions to the state as well as the nation. 

HELP WANTED!

Online books is looking for a shipper 
to work Wednesdays, morning or 
afternoon. Some lifting of books and 
walking to the Post Office is required. 
Computer skills helpful. Interested? 
Email bookwormT14@gmail.com

Excuse Us ----Improvements 
Underway! 

Due to carpet replacement, 
the Niskayuna Branch Library 
will be closed on Monday, 
November 6 and will reopen 
on November 8 at 10 am; the 
Glenville Branch Library will 

close at 5 pm on Wednesday, November 8 
and reopen on November 11 at 10 am. 

Carpet at the Scotia Branch Library was 
replaced in October. Stop by these Branch 
Libraries to see their fresh look.

The Friends Annual Dinner Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 10, 2018, at the  

Glen Sanders Mansion.

 

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER OFFERS DISCARDED 
LIBRARY ART PRINTS AT SIDEWALK SALE

Junior Friend, Sky, stands with her dad in 
front of the many paintings for sale at the 

August sidewalk sale.

Some Union College students were 
thrilled to find these prints - perfect for 

dorm walls!

mailto:?subject=
mailto:bookwormT14%40gmail.com?subject=
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FRIENDS OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  
99  CLINTON STREET 
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. 12305

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES

Central Branch
Microsoft PowerPoint 2013: Basic-Monday, November 6, 6-7:30 pm

Microsoft Word 2013: Getting Started-Wednesday, November 8, 6-7:30 pm

Digital Photo Editing with Google Photos-Monday, November 13, 6-7:30 pm

Microsoft Word 2013: Beginner-Wednesday, November 15, 6-7:30 pm

Microsoft Word 2013: Intermediate-Saturday, November 18, 9:15-10:45 pm

Register online at  www.scpl.org, 
at any library location, or by calling  
518 388-4511.  Registrants must 
have a valid SCPL card. The classes 
are funded by the Friends of the 
Library.

Black Friday @ 
the Whitney Book 

Corner!
600 Union St.,
Schenectady

Store opens at 
9 a.m.

http://www.scpl.org

