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WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD BOOKS!

SPRING    BOOK    SALE
MAY  5 

BOOKS   $1  OR   LESS
MAY 6

FILL   A   BAG   FOR   $2

Read any good books lately? 
Recently finished a book 
you wanted to discuss with 
others? Came across a title 
that keyed into current 
events and trends? Love 
the idea of recommending 
books to others? We have 
just the program for you! 

Schenectady County Public Library and the Friends of 
the Library announce the return of  the One County, 
One Book program, an exciting initiative that will get 
everyone in the county reading the same book. All are 
invited to submit nominations of books, either fiction 
or non-fiction, under 500 pages in length, that have 
a wide appeal and would lend themselves to related 
programming. More than one title can be suggested. 

Nominations will be accepted through June 1 and can 
be made online at www.scpl.org or at any of the 

library branches, the Whitney Book Corner, 
Schenectady County Community College, the              
Open Door Bookstore, and other community 
locations.  

OCOB selections will be presented in late summer 
for voting, with the winning title announced in 
November. Programming around the selected title is 
scheduled to begin in early spring, 2019. 

Look for ballot boxes at all 
the library branches and 

throughout the community. 

NEWS OF THE 
FRIENDS 

of Schenectady County 
Public Library

http://www.scpl.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Anytime I stop 
by the library, the 
computer desks 
are busy, there’s 
a program in 
the McChesney 
Room, a 
community group 

meeting in one of the conference 
rooms, the reading tables are full 
and folks are wandering through 
the aisles with that distinctive 
“Library Head-tilt”. This happens 
because of you - the Friends 
of the Schenectady County 
Library.  Your hard work and 
dedication has helped make our 
library system a meaningful and 
important resource for our entire 
community. 
Folks come far and wide for our 
book sales, the Whitney Book 
Corner is a go-to destination 
for book lovers, our on-line 
book sales continue to exceed all 
expectations, and ComicCon and 
Harry Potter Day are growing 
every year. The Friends are 
making a difference every single 
day by being a positive and vital 
force for our community. 

Speaking of forces, while serving 
as your president, Val Catlin 
quietly and proactively focused 
on major and important tasks. 
She worked hard to bring the 
Friends into compliance with 
the New York State Nonprofit 
Revitalization Act, oversaw a 
number of our 50th Anniversary 
celebrations, and started a digital 
records management system for 
the Friends. 

With a dynamic and engaged 
team, Val brought an efficiency 
and professionalism to our 
board meetings.  She worked in 
a spirit of collaboration with the 
Trustees, management and staff 
of the library. We are all grateful 
for her service, not only to our 
library system, but to our entire 
community.  I am happy to report 
Val intends to stay engaged with 
the Friends. It is good to know 
I can count on her to share 
her knowledge and experience 
as I step into the Presidency.                                                                                                                                      
                    Madelyn Thorne

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs til 7pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

upcoming sales
may - Adult fiction

june - mass market paperbacks
 

1st thursdays 4pm-7pm 
50% off 

www.whitneybookcorner.org 
Like Us On Facebook

Now that 
the exciting 
first ever 
Repair Cafe 
Schenectady 

has ended, we are looking forward 
to our next event from 10-2 on 
Saturday, July 21 in the McChesney 
Room of the Central library.  

Once again, area residents will 
be able to bring their beloved 
but broken items to be repaired 
with the help of volunteer repair 

coaches. And best of all, the repairs 
are free!  Check out Repair Cafe 
Schenectady on Facebook to keep 
up to date on Repair Cafe doings.

There were many busy 
hands at the April 14 Repair 

Cafe.

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library/198426253569775
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
https://www.facebook.com/Whitney-Book-Corner-108070516773/
https://www.facebook.com/Repair-Cafe-Schenectady-1275086795924103/
https://www.facebook.com/Repair-Cafe-Schenectady-1275086795924103/
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NOON PROGRAMS 
Gene Rowland, Coordinator

May 7:  Janesville: An American Story by Amy 
Goldstein. Reviewed by Sara Foss, a well-known 
columnist for The Daily Gazette. Goldstein traces 
the traumatic events that follow from the closing of 
a major GM assembly plant in a small Wisconsin 
town and how several families were affected.  The 
book helps us to understand the frustrations suffered 
by folks who went from $28/hour jobs at GM to 
scrambling for a living in a small town that offered 
few opportunities.

May 14: Special Feature-Dr. Gina C. Gould, new 
President of miSci, will present a program entitled 
Dogs: A Curious Evolutionary Journey.  Generally 
thought to be descended from wolves, domestic dogs 
are now the most popular household pets in much of 
the world. Hundreds of breeds are now recognized 
in the U.S. alone. Dr. Gould is a scientist and a dog 
lover who will teach us about their evolution.

Note: the Monday series of talks is held at 12:00 noon in 
the McChesney Room of the Central Library on Clinton 
Street. You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are 
available for a nominal fee.  Any changes to the schedule 
will be posted on Facebook, our website and also sent to 
members via email. 

A WORD ABOUT 
BOOK DONATIONS

During the weeks just prior to 
each book sale, our inventory 
fills all available storage space, 
making it difficult to process 
the incoming donations. For 
this reason, we ask that you 
delay  book donations until 
after the sale. 

Since we often get books we 
cannot sell, please read our 
donation guidelines at https://
whitneybookcorner.org/
donation-guidelines/ 
Thank you! 

AS SEEN AT THE FRIENDS ANNUAL DINNER 
MEETING

Friends President Madelyn 
Thorne and her niece, Sarah 

Carey

Cheryl Cufari and Chris Witkowski 
announced the One County, One Book 

Program.

Youth Services Director 
Kaela Wallman was featured 

speaker.

Shawn Schultz, Robin 
Eddy, Tricia Margas 

and Charlene Roman
Long time 

volunteer Rudy 
Dehn

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com%20%0D%0D?subject=
https://whitneybookcorner.org/donation-guidelines/ 
https://whitneybookcorner.org/donation-guidelines/ 
https://whitneybookcorner.org/donation-guidelines/ 
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS

Your library card and the Museum Pass Program – working for YOU!

Did you know the National Museum of Dance, located at 99 South 
Broadway in Saratoga Springs, is the only museum in the country 
dedicated to dance? The Museum offers a Resource Room, open 
to the public, with books, periodicals, and other dance research 
items. The many galleries include yearly rotating exhibits and three 
permanent exhibits including the Hall of Fame honoring dance 
pioneers of all types – choreographers, composers, writers, dancers, 
or patrons.

Did you know the Museum has its own dance school, the 
School of the Arts, which offers dance classes to all ages, 
levels and interests? Did you know the Museum offers special 
programs, events, and workshops throughout the calendar 
year? The Museum Pass admits two adults and two children 
to the Museum galleries and a 10% discount at their gift shop. 
(Special events entrance fees and class tuitions are not included 
in Museum Pass.) Visit http://www.dancemuseum.org and plan 
your visit this summer.

 Information on the library Museum Pass can be found here:
 https://friendsofscpl.org/museum-pass-program/

WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

The Whitney has some exciting events coming up in the next 
few months. We are participating in a Spring Carnival at the 
end of April, the Schenectady County Recycles Compost Fair & 
Education Day on Saturday July 28th, ComicCon on July 14th, 
and will hold our sidewalk sale the weekend of the Italian and 
Greek festivals. 

Sales have been great so far this year. Even with the weather not 
cooperating, we have total sales of $15,644.83 through April 
2nd. That is an increase of $3720.79 over last year at the same 
time.

We are always in need of volunteers! Contact Robin Eddy at 
rjeddy321@gmail.com if interested.
                              - Charlene Roman, Manager

VOLUNTEER PICNIC
JUNE 1

5-7 PM
 Niskayuna River Road Park  

Sign up sheets at the
Whitney Book Corner and all 

library branches. 
Catered by Center Stage Deli 

 
PICNIC OPEN TO ANYONE WHO HAS 

VOLUNTEERED AT THE LIBRARY OR FOR THE 
FRIENDS OR IS ON THE  LIBRARY STAFF 

https://friendsofscpl.org/museum-pass-program/
mailto:rjeddy321%40gmail.com?subject=
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AROUND THE LIBRARY

THE FOUNDATION FOR MOHAWK VALLEY 
LIBRARIES ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

RETURNS

The annual golf tournament sponsored by The 
Foundation for Mohawk Valley Libraries will be 
held on May 18th at the Mohawk Golf Club, 1849 
Union St., Schenectady. Tee time is 9 a.m. Full 
information and an entry form can be found here: 
https:// mvlslibraryfoundation.wordpress. com/
fundraising/ or by contacting Cheryl Cufari at 
cufaric@gmail.com or 518-356-0392. 
The Foundation helps member libraries of the 
Mohawk Valley Library System, of which SCPL 
is a part, by providing small grants for literacy 
projects. This year the tournament is in memory 
of Esther Swanker, an original member of the 
Foundation board as well as the chair of the 
inaugural tournament 4 years ago.  

HARRY POTTER DAY TO RETURN -  BETTER THAN EVER!

October 27th will be the 
date for our third annual 
Harry Potter Day at SCPL, 
Central branch. Due to the 
overwhelming success of 
this event, we realized it 
has become too large for 

the Whitney Book Corner to sponsor by itself. It is 
now sponsored by Friends of The Library. 

In 2017, every class was filled and we had a large 
waiting list and lines at the library.  Adults requested 
classes for older wizards and witches so this year we 
will have four new classes, with two classes for adults.

Diagon Alley will now be set up in the library. Many 
of our vendors were excited to return and we have 

many new crafters. Friends and Junior Friends had 
membership tables last year. Everyone dressed up in 
the spirit of the event.

New this year is The Harry Potter Escape room. Our 
fantastic beasts, live owls, lizards and snakes will be 
back.  These are a great hit with everyone. Junior 
Friends will again be making wands and spell books 
for sale and the Whitney will have a book table.

We could use help with set up and clean up, people 
to man the membership table and more. If you would 
like to volunteer email: BookwormT14@gmail.com  
 - Shawn Schultz and Charlene Roman, Coordinators

YOUNG MUSICIANS FORUM

The Young Musicians Forum will 
showcase Lora Al-Ahmed, piano, 
on Saturday, May 5 at 2 p.m. at the 
Niskayuna Branch Library, 2400 
Nott St. East, Niskayuna, NY.

The  program will feature sonatas by 
Beethoven, Prokofiev and Schumann, and “Five  
Anniversaries” by Leonard Bernstein, in honor 
of his centenary year. The concert is free and 
open to the public.

mailto:?subject=
https:// mvlslibraryfoundation.wordpress. com/fundraising/ 
https:// mvlslibraryfoundation.wordpress. com/fundraising/ 
mailto:BookwormT14%40gmail.com?subject=
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

         RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

SUPPPORTING - $35

Verena Takekoshi

PATRON - $50-199

Frederick & Sheelagh Baily
Eleanor & Jesse  Aronstein
Patricia & Thomas Brady
Rachel  Cameron
Anne Christman
Julia Eddy & Dan Mayer
Joe Leonardo
Robert & Mary Liebers
Paul & Deborah O’Brien
Johanna Petersen
Edwin & Jean Reilly
Beryl Rockwell
Pauline Schwartz
Gillian Scott
Louise Steele
Mary Ann  Warner

BENEFACTOR-$200+

George & Joan Gould
Samuel & Carol Wait Jr

NEW MEMBERS

Sara Carey
Maryann Boyer
Patricia & Thomas Brady
Donna & Frederick Doll
Judy Fregoe
Grace Iovinella*
Jaimie Williams-Peterson
Divinia Rambharose*
Will Seyse

*Junior Friend

In Memory of Alice 
Tepper:
Micael Zisk & Audrey 
Tepper
Milton & Joan Boyarsky
Eleanor DeCoursey 
Brian Lawlor
The Buff Family
Paula Carosella
Norman & Beverly Francis
Barbara Glick
Ruth Kivitz
Robert Lang
Alfred Buff & Lenore 
Nemeth
Susan Meyers
Margaret Moore
Empire State College
Ralph Blackwood 
Nancy Nicholas
Marilyn Soffer
Bruce & Janet Wagner

In Memory of Linda 
Witkowski:
Nancy Stopera

In Honor of Dorothy Trela:
Dorothy Meyer

In Honor of Linda and 
Peter LaPointe: 
Thorman Hulse

In Honor of MaryTrivilino
Francesca Durand, Angela 
Petitti & Ginger Quinby

Hannaford Bags 4 My 
Cause

A Few Items 
Regarding Your 
Membership.....

Membership renewal mailings 
will now be sent out 3 times 
a year instead of 4.The labels 
on renewal mailings will have 
an expiration date printed on 
them. 

Included in the renewal 
package is a reminder to 
update addresses and email 
information. We have begun 
to use a new email service and 
ask for your patience while we 
work out the kinks!

BOOK SALES

Fantastic!  Amazing! These two words 
were often heard to describe the 
Winter Book Sale.  Whether it was 
partly cabin fever or the great book 
selection, hundreds of readers came 
together at the library on February 3 
and 4. It was a great success for both 
the readers in our community and 
our library.  

As always, this huge organizational 
masterpiece would not be as great 
without the orchestration abilities 
of many volunteers.  The group is 
relentless in its pursuit of a successful 
sale.  Endless hours of sorting done 

throughout the year prior to the 
actual sale, organizing the many 
helpers to push, pull, stack, lift, and 
then set up the signs, the tables, and 
then finally the books on the tables.  
Thousands of books on the tables.  
After which all of it has to be taken 
down at the end of the sale!

Each of our dedicated volunteers are 
delighted with their accomplishment 
and with knowing their hard 
work provides the people of our 
community the tools to becomes 
greater through reading. Be sure to 
come to the Spring sale on May 5 & 6!
                       - Lisa Esperti

DONATIONS



May/June 2018                                7  friendslibrary12305@gmail.com

  REELS
A Series  of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

May

May 2:  Murder on the Orient Express Kenneth 
Branagh, Penelope Cruz, Willem Dafoe, Daisy Ridley, 
Johnny Depp, Michelle Pfeiffer. From the novel by 
Agatha Christie, what starts out as a lavish train ride 
through Europe quickly unfolds into one of the most 
stylish, suspenseful and thrilling mysteries ever told. 

May 9:  Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri
Frances McDormand, Abbie Cornish, Woody Harrelson, 
Lucas Hedges, Sam Rockwell. After months have passed 
without a culprit in her daughter’s murder case, Mildred 
Hayes makes a bold move, painting three signs leading 
into her town with a controversial message directed at 
William Willoughby, the town’s revered chief of police. 

May 16:  Lady Bird Saoirse Ronan, Odeya Rush, 
Kathryn Newton, Laurie Metcalf.The adventures of a 
young woman living in Northern California for a year.

May 23:  The Shape of Water Sally Hawkins, Octavia 
Spencer, Michael Shannon, Richard Jenkins.
An otherworldly fairy tale, set against the backdrop of 
Cold War-era America circa 1962. 

May 30:  Call Me by Your Name Armie Hammer, 
Timothee Chalamet.  In Northern Italy in 1983, 
seventeen-year-old Elio begins a relationship with 
visiting Oliver, his father’s research assistant, with whom 
he bonds over his emerging sexuality, their Jewish 
heritage, and the beguiling Italian landscape.

June

June 6:  The Man Who Invented Christmas Dan 
Stevens, Christopher Plummer, Jonathan Pryce.
The journey that led to Charles Dickens’s creation of A 
Christmas Carol, a timeless tale that would redefine the 
holiday.

June 13:  Star Wars The Last Jedi Daisy Ridley, John 
Boyega, Mark Hamill. Having taken her first steps 
into the Jedi world, Rey joins Luke Skywalker on 
an adventure with Leia, Finn, and Poe that unlocks 
mysteries of the Force and secrets of the past.

June 20:  Phantom Thread Vicky Krieps, Daniel Day-
Lewis, Lesley Manville. Set in 1950s London, Reynolds 
Woodcock is a renowned dressmaker whose fastidious 
life is disrupted by a young, strong-willed woman, Alma, 
who becomes his muse and lover.

June 27:  The Post Meryl Streep, Tom Hanks, Sarah 
Paulson, Bob Odenkirk, Tracy Letts. Determined to 
uphold the nation’s civil liberties, Katharine Graham, 
publisher of the Washington Post, and hard-nosed editor 
Ben Bradlee join forces to expose a decades-long cover-
up. However, the two must risk their careers and their 
freedom to bring truth to light.

AROUND THE LIBRARY

         VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Book Sale  - May 4 - setup; 
May 5 & 6 - cashier, cleanup 
Email Robin Eddy: 
rjeddy321@gmail.com.

Membership Mailings -
Email Norrine Thompson:
madmillyknits@gmail.com 

Online Books - shipper to work Wednesdays, 
morning or afternoon. Some lifting of books and 
walking to the Post Office is required. 
Computer skills helpful. Training provided. 
Email Shawn Schultz: bookwormT14@gmail.com

mailto:?subject=
mailto:rjeddy321%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:madmillyknits%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bookwormT14%40gmail.com?subject=
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
Central Branch

Microsoft Excel 2013: Basic, Wednesday, May 2, 6-7:30 pm

iPad: Get to Know Your iPad, Tuesday, May 8, 6-7:30 pm

iPad, Part 2: Useful Tips, Tuesday, May 15, 6-7:30 pm

Microsoft Excel 2013: Intermediate, Wednesday, May 16, 6-7:30 pm

Microsoft Excel 2013: Advanced, Wednesday, May 23, 6-7:30 pm

Register online at  www.scpl.org, 
at any library location, or by calling  
518 388-4511.  Registrants must 
have a valid SCPL card. The classes 
are funded by the Friends of the 
Library.

SPRING
BOOK SALE 
 MAY 5 & 6
CENTRAL LIBRARY

99 CLINTON STREET 
SCHENECTADY

SATURDAY 9-4
SUNDAY 1-3

SUNDAY - FILL A BAG FOR 
$2.00!


