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JUNIOR FRIENDS HEAD TO COLLEGE
Two of the most active
members of the Junior
Friends graduated from
Schenectady High School
this June and are now off
to college.
Joe Giordano was one of
the founding members
of the Junior Friends and has worked in a variety of roles
around the library. From researching books and DVDs
for online sales, to dressing in costumes for events, his
characteristic humor made volunteering such a fun
experience. In school he excelled in the IB program
and was a member of the National Honor Society. He is
studying Pre-Law at Colgate University to pursue his goal of
becoming a lawyer.

Lyric Walsh has been a member of the Junior Friends for
three years, joining shortly after it was formed. She has
worked as the official photographer for Online Books
and has also participated in many events throughout the
years. In addition to her academic achievements in the IB
program and the National Honor Society, Lyric expressed
her creativity through photography and her work in writing
a short play. She is attending SUNY Potsdam with a major
in psychology and a double minor in French and visual arts.
Joe and Lyric have become very close friends and have
volunteered countless hours to help the Friends of
the Library. Though August was their last month for
volunteering, I’m sure we will see them around during
holiday breaks. We are very proud of their accomplishments
and wish them all the best in their future endeavors.
- Shaheen Hasan, Jr. Friends President

OCOB FINALISTS NAMED
The finalists in the running for SCPL’s 2019 One County,
One Book were announced on September 11 to a packed
audience in the McChesney Room. Representatives from
16 local book clubs were on hand to hear reviews of the
selections: Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue, Between
the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, Just Mercy by Bryan
Stevenson and Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan.
The Scotia Library Book Club won copies of the four books
to share among their group.
Voting continues through November 9 and can be done by
paper ballot at all the library branches, the Whitney Book
Corner, the Open Door Bookstore, the Begley Library,
SCCC, or online at www.scpl.org. The winning title will
be announced at the Community of Writers program on

Sunday, November 18, in the McChesney Room. We are
looking to develop a core committee who will ultimately
plan programs centered around the chosen book. If you
would like to be a part of this important piece of OCOB,
contact us at schenectadyonecountyonebook@gmail.com.
A preliminary meeting will be held in early December.

Members of the
Scotia Library Book
Club pose with
OCOB co-chair
Chris Witkowski.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am humbled by
the many, many
volunteers who
spend so much
of their time and
energy improving
our library’s
services and outreach. Our Fall
sale brought in over $16,000
which will support and enhance
the offerings of our library
system. However, we need your
help to keep up the momentum.
If you’re a Friend, why not be a
volunteer? We can use sorters,
researchers, transporters and
more. If you’re not ready for a
weekly commitment, maybe you
could help with an event. Look at
what’s coming up – with so much
going on, we need you to make
them the best programs they can
be. Plus, you’ll be spending time
with fellow booklovers—the best
folks around.
Here are just a few things being
supported by the Friends:

600 Union Street
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670
Open 7 days a week
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm
(Thurs til 7pm)
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

november - children’s and
young adult books
black friday 50% off all
regularly priced items
december - better books

One County,One Book – we’re
down to the final four. The
announcement of this year’s book
will happen on November 18th
at the Community of Writers
program. We’ll be looking for
help with the various programs
that will bring this initiative
throughout our County.

Harry Potter Day on October
27th. Wizards, warlocks and
witches prowl the library in a fun,
educational event. You can come
in costume or not. Totally up to
you.
The Beat the Snow music series
is being planned for this winter.
These free concerts will be held
on Sunday afternoons through
the winter. Listening to fine music
with fellow music lovers helps
make cold days feel a bit warmer.
Do you have a teenager spending
far too much time on the phone?
Why not see if they’d like to join
the Junior Friends?
See—so many ways you can help
our library and help our entire
community. Visit our website to
learn more about how you can
help ensure our library’s growth.
-Madelyn Thorne

Black Friday @ the
Whitney Book
Corner!
Store opens at 9 am

1st thursdays 4pm-7pm
50% off
www.whitneybookcorner.org
Like Us On Facebook
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Repair Café - Repair Cafe in
January in the McChesney Room.
Last time I stuck my nose in on
the Café, it was a full house. Are
you a crafty, fixer-upper kind
of person? Maybe you can save
someone’s treasure. Not a crafty,
fixer-upper kind of person?
Maybe you could be a greeter
for the afternoon. (Contact Dave
West at westfir50@gmail.com if
interested.)
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NOON PROGRAMS
Geri Mulligan, Coordinator
History Series - Don Gavin & John Karl, Coordinators
Opera Series - Gene Rowland, Coordinator
History
October 29: Extremism in American Culture,
presented by Howard Eskin, retired educator and
scientist from GE Research Laboratory. Though
extremism may have been a factor in American history
since the Pilgrims landed in 1620, it seems to be
more bothersome now than previously in our history.
Extremism takes many forms and can be readily
seen in matters such as civility, inequality and special
interests. Eskin will talk about and illustrate several
examples in a brief overview of some serious themes.
November 5: A Bold Entrepreneur: Sir William
Johnson, presented by Don Gavin, retired physicist
from Knolls Atomic Power Laboratories. William
Johnson emigrated from Ireland at age 22 to supervise
the cultivation of a vast estate along the Mohawk River
for his uncle, Peter Warren. Gavin will discuss how
young Johnson, through his own initiative, declared
war on the politicians and merchants of Albany and
Schenectady, and seized the fur trade from them.
When Johnson died in 1774 he was one of the most
prominent and influential figures in America.
November 19: The Chinese Exclusion Act and the
Origins of Immigration Restriction in the U.S.,
presented by Andrew Morris, Associate Professor of
History at Union College. The Chinese Exclusion Act
of 1882 was the first law that limited immigration from
a particular country to the U.S. Morris will explore
the factors leading to its passage and its legacy in US
immigration politics.
November 26: International Treaties and Their
Impact on the World Order from 1648 to the
Present, presented by John Karl. Beginning with the
Peace of Westphalia, 1648, there have been a number
of major international treaties that have shaped the
modern world, including the Congress of Vienna,
1815, the Treaty of Versailles, 1918 and the post WW2
agreements.
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Opera
Josef Schmee, Professor of Management (emeritus) at
Union College, will present operas by Mozart, Verdi,
and Puccini during our December noon programs
(Dec. 3, 10 & 17). Please note: each program will run
1 & 1/2 hours.
December 3: Mozart’s Don Giovanni has been called
the “opera of all operas”. Kierkegaard analyzed it
philosophically. Gounod wrote at length on the music.
The theologian Karl Barth said the first person he
wanted to meet in heaven was the composer of Don
Giovanni. Many others have sought to understand this
sensualist Don Giovanni. Is he immoral or amoral?
Is he a charmer or a brutish rapist? Is he real or just a
prototype? How much of the Don is in us? The answer
can be found in Mozart’s transcendent music.
December 10: Verdi’s Un Ballo in Maschera was one
of Toscanini’s favorite operas. It comes in two versions.
One version, often played, was the one the censor
allowed to be performed. It takes place in Boston. We
look at the version Verdi intended to be performed
with the location in Sweden. A great performance with
King Gustavus III sung by Luciano Pavarotti, one of his
great roles, is recorded on DVD. Amelia is Aprile Millo
at her best. Her husband is Leo Nucci who made his
Met debut in that role.
December 17: Puccini’s Tosca is based on the play
Tosca by V. Sardou. Puccini saw a performance in
French and he hardly understood a word. Yet he was
taken by the theatricality of the play. He engaged Illica
and Giacosa, collaborators on La Boheme, and charged
them with turning the play into an opera libretto.
The new opera had its first performance at the Teatro
Costanzi in Rome. Even though some of the arias
were applauded and repeated, the opera was not the
success everybody expected. In 1956, the American
critic Joseph Kerman, famously called Tosca that
“shabby little shocker”, a surprising if not shocking
characterization.
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KEEPING UP WITH THE FRIENDS
FALL BOOK SALE A HUGE SUCCESS
“Daddy, can you help me please?” When I heard those
words at the Friends Fall Book Sale, as a mother, I
turned around fast. There was a little girl around 5
years old and weighing about 40 pounds, tugging at a
bag marked “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” that was filled
with about 30 books. The bag surely outweighed her
by 10 pounds.
That was just one of the memorable moments at the
Fall Book Sale. An older woman with her bag of
books being helped out to her car by one of our Junior
Friends of the Library was another. A teenager with
hair the color of cotton candy asking for help finding
a classic poetry book was another. Kids plopping
down under the table to read a really great book that
just couldn’t wait. Our cashiers that were so busy they
didn’t even know their shift was over.

sale, and then outside again on Sunday morning. A
collective thanks from all of our backs too!
Between the great moments and the great weather,
there was a lot of hard work - hundreds of hours
before, during and immediately after the sale. A
wonderful group of volunteers helped that weekend,
including ones from MVP, Schenectady High School’s
Jr. ROTC and Honor Society, Niskayuna High School,
Union College and our Junior Friends. And let’s not
forget the book sorters, organizers and cashiers!
Truly a success story. - Lisa Esperti

A very special thank you goes out to Scott Ferguson
and to several members of the Schenectady County
Auxiliary Police who patrolled the grounds
Saturday night, keeping an eye on the books left out.
This eliminated the need to have volunteers bring all
the books inside on Saturday after a long day at the

ENJOY THE THEATER WITH A MUSEUM PASS
Enjoy an evening out? Want to
support local talent? Use your
library card for a museum pass
to Schenectady Civic Players and
Schenectady Light Opera Company.
The Civic Players offers something for everyone from
the “. . . slightly twisted holiday romantic comedy”
Looking at Christmas, by Steven Banks, to mystery at
its best with And Then There Were None, by Agatha
Christie. (For a compete program listing, visit
https://civicplayers.org )
The Schenectady Light Opera Company has
expanded your options for use of the museum pass to
include opening nights. Join “Burger Palace Boys”
November/December 2018

and “Pink Ladies” at Rydell High in Grease, a highly
successful movie musical that will have you singing
to such songs as “Summer Loving” and “Greased
Lightnin”. 42nd Street will round out the season in
May. (For a compete program listing, visit
http://sloctheater.org/)
For specific information
about the terms of use for
both the Civic Players and
the Light Opera Company
and other community
partners, visit
https://friendsofscpl.org/museum-pass-program/.
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AROUND THE LIBRARY
REELS
A Series of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room
December

November
November 7: The Catcher Was a Spy Paul Rudd, Paul
Giamatti, Connie Nielsen, Mark Strong, Sienna Miller,
Jeff Daniels. The true story of Moe Berg, professional
baseball player, Ivy League graduate, attorney, and a
top-secret spy who helped the US win the race against
Germany to build the atomic bomb.
November 14: The Seagull Elisabeth Moss, Saoirse
Ronan, Annette Bening. In the early twentieth century, an
aging actress and her lover visit the estate of her elderly
brother.
November 21: Deadpool 2 Josh Brolin, Ryan Reynolds,
Morena Baccarin, Brad Pitt. Searching to regain his
spice for life, as well as a flux capacitor, Wade Wilson
must battle ninjas, the Yakuza, and a pack of sexually
aggressive canines, as he journeys around the world to
discover the importance of family, friendship, and flavor.
November 28: Kings Halle Berry, Daniel Craig, Lamar
Johnson. The life of a foster family in South Central Los
Angeles, a few weeks before the city erupts in violence
following the verdict of the Rodney King trial.

War Stories with Ryan Smithson
Tuesday November 13, 6 pm
Central Library, McChesney Room
Ryan will read from his new novel
Ten Klicks South of Whiskey and discuss
the ancient tradition of telling war stories.
Smithson’s books will be available for
purchase and signing.

November/December 2018

December 5: Mama Mia! Here We Go Again Meryl
Streep, Pierce Brosnan, Colin Firth, Stellan Skarsgard,
Julie Walters, Dominic Cooper, Cher, Andy Garcia
In the sequel to the first show, Sophie learns about her
mother’s past while pregnant herself.
December 12: Jurassic World – Fallen Kingdom
Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard, Rafe Spall, Justice
Smith, Daniella Pineda, James Cromwell. When the
island’s dormant volcano begins roaring to life, Owen
and Claire mount a campaign to rescue the remaining
dinosaurs from this extinction-level event.
December 19: BlacKkKlansman John David
Washington, Adam Driver, Laura Harrier, Alec Baldwin,
Robert John Burke. Ron Stallworth, an African-American
police officer from Colorado, successfully managed to
infiltrate the local Ku Klux Klan and became the head of
the local chapter.
December 26: Incredibles 2 Isabella Rossellini
Craig T. Nelson, Holly Hunter, Sarah Vowell, Catherine
Keener, Samuel L. Jackson. Bob Parr, Mr. Incredible, is
left to care for Jack-Jack while Helen, Elastigirl, is out
saving the world.

Know the 10 Signs: Early Detection Matters
Wednesday, November 14, 6:30-7:30 pm
Niskayuna Branch Library
Presenter: Meagan DeMento, Program Manager, Alzheimer’s
Association, Northeastern New York
The warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease are often dismissed as
inevitable parts of normal aging. If you or someone you know is
experiencing memory loss or behavioral changes, it’s time to learn
the facts.
Attend this interactive workshop to learn the 10 Warning Signs
of Alzheimer’s disease where we separate myth from reality and
address commonly-held fears about Alzheimer’s and dementia.
Hear from people who have the disease and find out how to
recognize the signs in yourself and others.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
RENEWALS, NEW MEMBERS, DONATIONS
SUPPPORTING - $35

BENEFACTOR-$200+
Charles Richardson

Rosalie Fadem
Junice Wusterbarth
Thomas Robbins

NEW MEMBERS

PATRON - $50-199
Benita Allaire
Phyllis Barbera
Patricia Barker
Jo Freedman
James & Karen Gonda
Karen Johnson
Sylvia Kaarto
Dawn & John Knutson
Jack & Arlene Maranville
Rosenberg-Collins Family
Kathleen Ryan
Patricia Stearns
Marcy Steiner
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen
Barbara Van Etten**
Nancy Walden

Pyiya & Stephen Birball
Maverick & Alaina
Douglas
Rohini Ganpat*
Sylvia Kaarto
Lia Kison
David List*
Jordan Moisides
Ken & Brenda Rice
Carlson Taub
*Junior Friend
** GE Match
DONATIONS
In Memory of Bern
Allanson from:
Ellie Rowland
In Memory of Barbara
Grasier from:
Mary Jane Beallieu
Ellie Rowland

In Memory of Elaine
Rotman from:
Judy Abelson
Andrea Aumand
Lois Balk
Kristen Bolesky
Janice Eisenman
Roberta Friedland
Helene Geistein
Rachael Hajos
Sharon Haynes
Phyllis Markus
Trish McBreen
Elyce Metzner
Pam Reger
Sandra Rifkin
Mary Anne Roche
Barbara Rubin
Stacey Schaffer
Alice Schindel
Lynda Schoonbeck
Bernard Shuster
Sue Steiner
Helene Van Sickle
Chris Westcott
Erica & Scott Winston
Lois Yaffe

Merrill Yalowitz
The Chazanow &
Ackerman families
In Memory of Hazel
Wilson from:
Kelly & Andy Piotrowski
Liz & Jim McKinney
For the Niskyauna Gardens
from Anne & Bob Yunick
in memory of Barbara
Grasier and Elaine Rotman
For Museum Passes from:
Michele DeAngelus
Dr. Marion J. Farlin Trust

FROM OUR SCRAPBOOK

JOIN THE FRIENDS TODAY!
If you’re reading a
complimentary copy of this
newsletter we urge you to
become a member of the
Friends and help support the
many wonderful programs we
sponsor.
Membership forms can be found at:
https://friendsofscpl.org/become-a-friend/.

November/December 2018

Union College students
find some treasures
at the Whitney Book
Corner sidewalk sale.
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Charlene Roman and Shawn
Schultz at the Greenmarket
promoting Harry Potter Day.
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OF NOTE....
Discover Switzerland, Austria &
Bavaria
With the Friends
May 2019

MUSIC AT THE LIBRARY

Spectacular mountain scenery and picturesque
cities await you on this enchanting 10 day tour
of the Alpine cultures of Switzerland, Austria
and Bavaria.

Thursday, October 18th, 6:30 pm - Musicians of
Maalwyck will be performing in the McChesney Room in
connection with an Albany Symphony program coming
up at Proctors Theater

For information check:
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/909822
or call Sue Crawford at
518-372-1198
Sign up now- registration period ends
November 9!

BEAT THE SNOW TO RETURN
Mark your calendars for Sunday afternoons from
January through March at 2:30 in the McChesney
Room. We are lining up another wonderful
season of local musical talent. We have several
new shows planned, as well as some perennial
favorites. Tell all your friends! Watch for the
posters. - Janice Walz

MCCHESNEY ROOM
CENTRAL LIBRARY

Saturday, November 17th, 2:30 pm - Dave Ruch will be
presenting a program on Songs of New York State.
NISKAYUNA BRANCH LIBRARY
Saturday, November 10, 2 pm
Young Musicians Forum presents Wenting Yu, pianist.
Mr. Yu, a native of China, is a graduate student at
Mannes School of Music in New York City.
The program will showcase a French Suite by J. S. Bach,
Beethoven’s “Les Adieux” Sonata and the Third Piano
Sonata by Brahms.

COMMUNITY OF WRITERS
Sunday, November 18, 2-4 pm
McChesney Room
Come hear six local writers read from
their works of poetry and prose.
Light refreshments will be served.

AS SEEN RECENTLY AT THE
WHITNEY BOOK CORNER

The winning One County, One Book selection will be
announced at the end of the program.

Black Friday @ the
Whitney Book Corner!
Store opens at 9 am

Children’s booksheleves are brimming, thanks
to the hard work of our volunteers.

November/December 2018
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

READ! VOTE!
HELP CHOOSE THE 2019
OCOB BOOK

FREE COMPUTER CLASSES
Central Branch
PowerPoint: Thursday, November 1, 6-7:30 pm
Microsoft Word 2013: Getting Started -- Wednesday, November 7, 6-7:30 pm
Pinterest: Thursday, November 8, 6-7:30 pm
Microsoft Word 2013: Beginner -- Wednesday, November 14, 6-7:30 pm
Microsoft Word 2013: Intermediate -- Saturday, November 17, 9:15-10:45 am

Register online at www.scpl.org,
at any library location, or by calling
518 388-4511. Registrants must
have a valid SCPL card. The classes
are funded by the Friends of the
Library.

Voting continues through
November 9 - online at
www.scpl.org, at your local branch,
Whitney Book Corner,
Open Door Bookstore, or SCCC

November/December 2018
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