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Fall Book Sale Coming Soon!
The Friends had another successful
book sale last May, thanks to
the hard work of volunteers and
the generous support of the
community. We made just over
$15,000 which will go towards the
many programs offered by the
Library.
The Fall Book Sale is quickly
approaching. The sale will run
from Saturday, September 28th,
from 9 AM to 4 PM, with a bag sale
on Sunday, September 29th, from

noon to 3 PM. Don’t forget to bring
reusable bags on both days. We’re
trying to phase out plastic bags
since they’ll be banned in New York
starting next March.
Join in the fun of volunteering at
the book sale. Most shifts are only
2 hours and will give you a chance
to scope out the free book you earn
as a volunteer. We need cashiers
to collect money and bag books,
organizers to fill in boxes on the
tables as people buy books, and a

cleanup crew to move any unsold
books to the recycling truck. We
also need people with strong backs
to move books from the second
floor to the McChesney Room on
Friday, September 27th, starting
at 8 AM and for the final setup on
Saturday morning at 7 AM.
If you’d like to help, please contact
Cheryl Nechamen at
cnechamen@msn.com or
518-346-4820.
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Please allow
me to offer my
congratulations
and gratitude
to our own
Christine
Witkowski
who graciously
stepped up
to represent
the Schenectady Library System
as a new member of the Mohawk
Valley Library System. Chris already
shares her time and talents through
a variety of initiatives, including
spearheading the rebirth of One
County, One Book, her work as our
Social Platform expert, Whitney
volunteer and so many other ways.
We all appreciate her willingness to
take her involvement to the
next level.
It has been a long, hot summer
and we’ve enjoyed a bit of a break
from meetings, but that doesn’t
mean your Friends of SCPL haven’t
been hard at work. We continue
to raise critical revenue to support
the many diverse programs offered
throughout our library system.
I must be honest with you—until

I started reviewing the financials
with our treasured Treasurer,
Charlie Richardson, I don’t think
I truly grasped the extent of our
outreach. Everyone and anyone
who volunteers with the Friends
of SCPL, in any capacity, should
know your impact is changing our
community for the better. More
people have access to computers,
writing courses, DVDs, museums,
creative outlets, stress relievers, —
far too many for me to
mention here.
Of course, by now we all know our
own friend—and Past President of
the Friends of SCPL, Hon. Karen
B. Johnson, for whom our Main
Library is now named, passed away
after a lengthy illness. Her influence
on a generation of Schenectady’s
leaders will be felt for years to
come. She dearly loved our library
system and advocated for its health
every chance she could. She taught
us by leading us. Karen, we
miss you.
And now, Fall is about to roll in.
We’re ready.
- Madelyn Thorne
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September & October Special Events
Repair Cafe
September 14
10 am - 2 pm
McChesney Room
Central Library

IMBOLO MBUE
AUTHOR EVENT
September 19
6:30 pm

Skilled volunteers will help you repair
your beloved but broken belongings for
free. Volunteers can help with mechanical,
electrical, and electronic items, as well as
jewelry, dolls, and wooden objects. There
is also a large fabric station for repairs and
alterations to clothing and other fabric items.
Imbolo Mbue is the author of the New York Times bestseller, winner of
the PEN/Faulkner Award and an Oprah’s Book Club Selection, Behold
the Dreamers. The story of immigrants from Cameroon working to create
a life for themselves in America, the novel is informed by Mbue’s own
experience of being an African immigrant as well as the experiences of
immigrants from around the world who shared their stories with her.

Carl B. Taylor Auditorium
SUNY Schenectady County
Community College

Behold the Dreamers was the runner up in SCPL’s
2019 One County, One Book program.
The event, which is free and open to
the public, is made possible through the
support of the Friends of SCPL and SUNY
Schenectady County Community College.

Doors open at 6 pm
Seating is first come,
first served

Fall Book Sale
September 28
9 am - 4 pm

There will be a book signing at the
conclusion of the program.
Get unbeatable deals on great books while supporting your library. On
Saturday all books will be for sale for $1 or less. On Sunday, each bag of
books will cost just $2.

September 29
12 pm - 3 pm
Central Library

Day Trip to
Shelburne Museum
October 8
$55 - Friends Members
$65 - Non-Members

Harry Potter Day
October 26
10 am - 4 pm
Central Library
September/October 2019

Join us on a trip to Vermont to visit the fabulous Shelburne Museum. The
museum is an eclectic mix of buildings and exhibits ranging from Monets
to quilts, duck decoys to a world-famous circus exhibit, a full-size sidewheeler steamboat to an antique carousel, and so much more.
Complete details and registration forms can be found at
www.friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips
The event is open to all ages, no
pre-registration required. Class
information and other related events
will be posted on the Harry Potter
Day listing on the Schenectady Public
Library Facebook page.
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Books Sandwiched In
A Series of Free Talks shown at noon in the McChesney Room
September 9: Leonardo da Vinci, by Walter
Isaacson, presented by Rob Dickson.

October 7: Making Music American: 1917 and
the Transformation of Culture, by E. Douglas
Bomberger, and reviewed by Susan Lohnas,
Schenectady musician.

Leonardo, one of the most gifted and inventive men
in history, had the ability to make connections across
disciplines. He felt that experience and curiosity were
what counted. Isaacson’s premise is that Leonardo’s
technological and scientific interests nourished his
art and anticipated the discoveries of Galileo and
Newton. The book is intelligently organized, simply
written, nicely illustrated, and ends with a suggested
mind-improvement program for us that is based on
Leonardo’s creative life.

1917 saw the release of the first jazz recordings and the
creation of landmark classical music recordings. At the
same time, some major concert musicians were forced
from the stage, and the issues of race and nationality
in America were operating within the political context
that led the United States to enter World War I. The
interwoven narratives of musical lives encourage us to
understand how our musical history has been shaped.

September 16: TR’s Last War: Theodore
Roosevelt, the Great War, and a Journey
of Triumph and Tragedy, reviewed by the
author, acclaimed historian David Pietrusza.

October 21: The Revolutionary Genius
of Plants: A New Understanding of Plant
Intelligence and Behavior, by Stefano
Mancuso, reviewed by Anita Sanchez,
Pietrusza chronicles Roosevelt’s final years, as the
author of In Praise of Poison Ivy, and
former president relentlessly pushed for America to
prepare militarily for World War I, under the presidency returning environmental educator.

Who thought that plant physiology could be so
much fun! Neurobiologist Mancuso considers the
fundamental differences between plants and animals
and challenges our assumptions about which is the
higher form of life. Do plants have intelligence? Do they
have memory? They make up eighty percent of the
weight of all living things on earth, and are responsible
for not only the air that lets us survive, but for many of
our comforts: our medicine, our food supply, and our
fossil fuels. This is an enlightening and optimistic book.

of an indecisive Woodrow Wilson. The author captures
both the high points and tragic moments of an
American icon’s twilight years.

September 23: John Marshall: The Man
Who Made the Supreme Court, by Richard
Brookhiser, reviewed by Schenectady
family court Judge Mark Blanchfield.

This book tells the fascinating story of this pivotal chief
justice who transformed the Supreme Court, through
cases such as Marbury v. Madison, into the powerful
judicial body that it is today.

September 30: Washington’s Golden Age:
Hope Ridings Miller, the Society Beat, and the
Rise of Women Journalists, reviewed by the
author, Joseph Dalton, arts reporter and
classical music critic for the Times-Union.
Miller, Dalton’s cousin, was a trailblazer for women in
her profession. Starting in 1934 as the Washington Post
society editor, she had a long career reporting on the
interconnected world of society and politics, mingling
with the most well-known figures of the day.

September/October 2019

Note: You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for
a nominal fee. The room is equipped with special devices for the
hearing-impaired.

4

www.friendsofscpl.org

REELS
A Series of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

September 4: Shazam!

October 2: A Dog’s Journey

Everybody has a superhero inside of them; it just takes
a bit of magic to bring it out. In Billy Batson’s case,
by shouting out one word, this streetwise fourteenyear-old foster kid can turn into an adult superhero,
courtesy of an ancient wizard. Still a kid at heart, inside
a ripped, godlike body, he revels in this adult version
of himself by doing what any teen would do with
superpowers: have fun with them! But he’ll need to
master these powers quickly to fight the deadly forces
of evil.

In the sequel to the heartwarming global hit A Dog’s
Purpose, beloved dog Bailey finds his new destiny and
forms an unbreakable bond that will lead him, and the
people he loves, to places they never imagined.

October 9: All is True

The year is 1613, and Shakespeare is acknowledged
as the greatest writer of the age. But disaster strikes
when his renowned Globe Theatre burns to the ground.
Devastated, Shakespeare returns to Stratford, where he
must face a troubled past and a neglected family.

September 11: The Aftermath

In 1946 postwar Germany, Rachael Morgan arrives
at the ruins of Hamburg in the bitter winter, to be
reunited with her husband Lewis, a British colonel
charged with rebuilding the shattered city. But as
they set off for their new home, Rachael is stunned to
discover that Lewis has made an unexpected decision:
they will be sharing the grand house with its previous
owners, a German widower and his troubled daughter.
In this charged atmosphere, enmity and grief give way
to passion and betrayal.

October 16: The Secret Life of Pets 2

September 18: Long Shot

Monte and his baby daughter are the last survivors
of a damned and dangerous mission to deep space.
The crew, death row inmates led by a doctor with
sinister motives, has vanished. As the mystery of what
happened aboard the ship is unraveled, father and
daughter must rely on each other to survive as they
hurtle toward the oblivion of a black hole.

Terrier Max is coping with some major life changes. His
owner is now married and has a toddler, Liam. Max is
so worried about protecting the boy that he develops
a nervous tic. On a family trip to a farm, Max gets some
guidance from veteran farm dog, Rooster, who pushes
Max to ditch his neuroses and give Liam a little more
freedom. Can Max and the gang find the courage to
face their biggest fears?

October 23: High Life

When Fred Flarsky reunites with his first crush,
Charlotte Field, one of the most influential women
in the world, he charms her. As she prepares to make
a run for the presidency, Charlotte hires Fred as her
speechwriter and sparks fly.

September 25: The White Crow

October 30: MA

This film captures the raw physicality and brilliance of
Rudolf Nureyev, whose escape to the West stunned the
world at the height of the Cold War. With his magnetic
presence, Nureyev emerges as ballet’s most famous
star, a wild and beautiful dancer limited by the world
of 1950s Leningrad. His flirtation with Western artists
and ideas leads him into a high-stakes game of cat and
mouse with the KGB.
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Sue Ann, a loner in her quiet Ohio town, is asked by
Maggie, a teenager, to buy some booze for her and
her friends. Sue Ann sees the chance to make some
unsuspecting friends. She offers the kids the chance to
avoid drinking and driving by hanging out in her home.
Her hospitality turns to obsession, and what began as a
teenage dream turns into a terrorizing nightmare.

5

friendslibrary12305@gmail.com

Membership News
RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS
New Members
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Doreen Bozenski
Marsha Brower
Sheila Canabush
Emily Childers
Fredericka Curran
Ralph Desorbo
Anthony Deters
Reeya Dhinesh
Molly Domery
Aneesha Fort
Margaret Foster
Celeste Furchak
Kevin (Bear) Gillen
Gareth Griffiths
M. Eileen Mackey & Matt
Rector
Dorothy Mancini
Jerrod Marl
Lauren Matarazzo
Tammy Molina
Nancy Ortner
Scott Rue
Phil Sheehan
Kathryn Siciliano
Terri & David Smith
Betty Suarez
Duane & Mary Van
Patten
Cheryl Volpe
Lee Kenneth-Walsh
Monica Welshhans

Supporting - $35-49

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winifred Balz*
James & Judith Burns*
Diane DiMeo
Eileen & Lyle Eldred
Bill & Donna Fairlee
Renie Federighi
Blanche Fischer
Joe & Ann Gotwals
Gerald & Beatrice Hahn
Tom & Josie Hefferon
Diane Leone & Andrew
Wexler
Anne McCoy
Carl & Elizabeth Pieper*
Ron & Gerri Pinkerton

•
•
•

Sonia Rubenstein
Dale Steenburgh
Owen & Betty Sutton

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patron - $50-199
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Phyllis Barbera
Patricia Barker
Elmer & Olha Bertsch
Gloria Blum
Carol Borthwick*
David & Karen Bradley
Paul & Serena Butch
Miriam Butzel
Alan & Valerie Catlin
Marian Clowe*
Roderic Collins &
Meisha Rosenberg
Cheryl Cufari
Carl Filbrich & Christy
Multer
Debbie & Joel Friedman
James & Karen Gonda
Patricia & David Gosda
Cathy Gruyters & Sean
Albert
Patricia Halsey
Richard Holt
Sylvia Kaarto
Bob & Karen
Kanarkiewicz
John & Gail Karl
Don & Marilyn Leach
Helen MacDonald
Jack & Arlene
Maranville
Patricia & Richard
Margas*
John & Sandra
Marshall*

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rita Moore
Virginia & Jeff Newton
Roberta Richardson
Donald Riggs
Claudia & Keith Rolfe
Lynn & Bill Russom
Kathleen Ryan
Fouad & Lousie Sattar
Wayne & Cynthia
Schneider
Marcy Steiner
Peggy Stringer
Francis Taormina
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen
Dori & Karoline Trela
Carol Troost
Barbara Van Etten*
Barbara Vivier
Anita Walther
Barbara & Ernest
Walton
Peter & Diana Weinberg
Frank & Virginia Wicks
Laura & Carl
Wiedemann

Benefactor - $200+
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Richard & Susan Baker*
Florance Bigelow*
BobCoppola & Barb
Armstrong
Donal Early*
Lawson & Priscilla
Harris
Kimberly Mastrianni
Charles Richardson
Lucinda & Thomas
Willemain

DONATIONS
In memory of
Joanne Golden:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barbara Bradley
The Dugan Family
Shelley & Robert
Johnson
Sharon Jordan
Bruce & Molly, Andrew
& Emily, Josh & Jess,
and Sarah Kohout
Andrew & Phyllis
Kulmatiski
Robert J Lang
Mary & Stephen
Lattanzio
Carmel Patrick
Sharon & Thomas
Reynolds
Charles Richardson
Susan & Timothy Sabins
Twitty & Constance
Styles
Mount Pleasant Staff

In Memory of
Marjorie Ruth
Natale:
•

Eleanor & Robert Belive

For the Literary
Landmark Plaque
honoring
Arnold Lobel:
•

Karen Bradley

For the Niskayuna
Library Garden:
•

Anne & Robert Yunick

For the Repair Cafe:
•
•
•

Anonymous
Marcine L. Rablovsky
C. Maeve Smith

*Eligible for GE Match
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LIBRARY STORY
Libraries have had a very special
place in my heart ever since I
was a kid growing up on the west
coast. They were always a place
of sanctuary, especially when I
needed it most. By the age of 17,
I’d moved 47 times. Each time I
moved I visited the local library to
see what it might have waiting for
discovery hidden in the stacks! One
of the first things I did was get a
new library card for both the school
and the public library and borrow
some books. These became my
passports to travel the world and
the vast oceans of knowledge and
imagination. The best part was that
they were free!
Very early on I discovered that
librarians were keepers of a special
kind of magic! It was not the deep
dark secret kind, but most kids
simply failed to understand how
powerful this magic was... If you
were a bit of an odd duck like I was,
and loved books, and thus libraries,
then you found out that librarians
had a standardized system that
could help you find what you
were looking for. Anything might
be there from Socrates to science
fiction. Finding it usually worked
no matter how big or small the
library. But it worked best if you
could use the card catalog and even
better if you knew a little bit about
the Dewey Decimal System. Once
you had a call number or just the
general category you liked figured
out, you had magic of your own
where other kids were totally lost.
Many librarians caught on that I
could understand their magic quite
quickly. I discovered that we were
kindred spirits and I was quite
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happy to work in the magic factory,
so I learned how to sort and shelve
returned books.

VOLUNTEER
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

When I decided to get a Repair
Cafe started in the Capital District
I shopped the idea around looking
for an appropriate site. At first
I was turned away by everyone
I approached because it was
something new or it didn’t fit
any of their established program
criteria. When I met with the
Schenectady County Public Library
it was a different story; they were
welcoming and even eager to
hear about this new idea. After
they listened to my explanation of
what the program had to offer the
community, they fully embraced
the idea. We have enjoyed a
wonderful partnership with the
Friends of the Library who provide
financial support while SCPL
provides the site and logistical
support. This has been an excellent
experience for the many volunteers
and hundreds of community
members simply because of that
entirely welcoming beginning.

Online Books

Dave West
Organizer, Repair Cafe Schenectady

eBay assistant needed for online
sales. Very flexible hours & days.
Email Shawn Schultz:
bookwormT14@gmail.com

Fall Book Sale

September 27 - Volunteers needed
to set up for the event
September 28, & 29 - Volunteers
needed to set up, cashier, organize,
and clean up.
Email Cheryl Nechamen:
cnechamen@msn.com

4th Annual Harry Potter Day
October 25 - Volunteers needed to
set up for the event.
October 26 - Volunteers needed to
work this event, which drew more
than 1500 participants last year,
and clean up afterwards.
Email Shawn Schultz,
Hogwarts Curriculum Coordinator:
bookwormT14@gmail.com

Repair a broken object, help
someone today.
Teach them to make their own
repairs, help them for life!

COMING IN APRIL!
Delia Owens, author of the
bestselling novel Where the
Crawdads Sing
Carl B. Taylor Auditorium
SUNY SCCC

Sunday, September 22, 2 PM

Thursday, April 16, 2020
time to be announced
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Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!
FALL BOOK SALE
SEPTEMBER 28 9AM-4 PM — All books $1 or less
SEPTEMBER 29 12 PM-3 PM — $2 per bag of books
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Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670
Open 7 days a week
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm
(Thurs til 6pm)
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm
check our facebook page for
in-house specials
1st thursday nights
4pm-6pm
50% off everything in store
www.whitneybookcorner.org
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