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Imbolo Mbue Wows at Author Event
Imbolo Mbue, award winning
author of Behold the Dreamers,
gave an inspirational, insightful,
and at times quite humorous,
talk to nearly 300 people on
September 19th at the Carl B. Taylor
Auditorium, SUNY Schenectady
County Community College. Earlier
in the day she met with students
and faculty from the college,
answering questions about her
writing journey and her experiences

of being an immigrant. Her novel,
recounting the story of a family
from Cameroon, Africa, who comes
to America in search of a better life,
was the runner up in SCPL’s 2018-19
One County, One Book program.
It was also the SUNY College
Presidential Summer Read and a
textbook for college composition
classes this fall.
Alex Brownstein, who attended
the evening program, posted

this remark on Facebook: “It
was wonderful to hear from an
author whose written work was
so engaging and relevant. The
thoughts she shared last night
from the podium were every bit as
thought-provoking as her novel.
Thank you for such a great event,
folks!”
Mbue’s visit was made possible
through the support of the Friends
of the Library and SUNY SCCC.
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Last night, I
came home
from one of the
most interesting
presentations
I’ve attended
and couldn’t
wait to start
working on
my letter to
you. What’s all the excitement
about? I had the pleasure of
hearing Imbolo Mbue, author of
Behold the Dreamers, speak of
her experience as an immigrant,
her writing process, her home
country of Cameroon, as well as her
professional and personal journeys.
This captivating presentation, in
collaboration with SUNY SCCC, was
offered at no charge to the public
and to students of SUNY SCCC.
This program and all the programs
offered through the Friends of
SCPL happen directly because
members of the Board of the
Friends of SCPL are dedicated to
offering enlightening, entertaining
and engaging programs to as many
people as possible. As is the fact
with most successful events, it took
many people to volunteer many
hours to make it possible. We must
thank the organizing committee,
led by Christine Witkowski and
Cheryl Cufari, for their efforts and
the efforts of SUNY SCCC President

Steady Moono, as well as his staff.
But, we must also thank every
single volunteer who works in
Sorting, Online Book Sales, the
Whitney Book Corner, A Second
Look, our Spring and Fall Book
Sales, our smaller Winter and
Summer Sales and, of course, all
the good people who donate books
to our cause. We are fortunate to
have a great library staff to work
with. Our Library Director, Karen
Bradley, sets a tone of openness
and collaboration as does her
staff. And—let’s never forget—all
the shoppers. All those people
who come to the stores and sales
and enjoy the great reads at great
prices.
On another note, just as positive
and pleasurable, I was able to
attend the official renaming of our
Main Library to the Hon. Karen
B. Johnson Library. Karen was a
friend, mentor and also a PastPresident of the Friends of SCPL.
This was and remains a most
appropriate honor. Karen was not
one to call attention to herself, but
I’m sure she would be pleased by
this recognition. Karen had a saying
“If you’re doing it alone, you’re
doing it wrong.” That saying surely
fits the Friends. A wonderful group
of people who join hands to make
our community better.
- Madelyn Thorne

note from the editor
Due to extenuating circumstances, this edition of the newsletter is shorter
than usual. For more information about FSCPL news and events, please
visit our website at www.friendsofscpl.org, or find us on Facebook. More
information about SCPL events is available at www.scpl.org, in the
Chapters newsletter, and on its Facebook page.
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Upcoming Special Events
Repair Cafe
Saturday, January 11
10 am - 2 pm
McChesney Room
Central Library

Skilled volunteers will help you repair
your beloved but broken belongings for
free. Volunteers can help with mechanical,
electrical, and electronic items, as well as
jewelry, dolls, and wooden objects. There
is also a large fabric station for repairs and
alterations to clothing and other fabric items.

COMING IN APRIL!

Foreign Policy Discussion Group

Delia Owens, author of the
bestselling novel Where the
Crawdads Sing

The Great Decisions discussion group on foreign policy and trade will be
held in the McChesney room on Tuesday mornings in February and March.
Learn more about this year’s meetings at
www.friendsofSCPL.org/programs/GreatDecisions.

Thursday, April 16, 2020
6:30 PM
Carl B. Taylor Auditorium
SUNY SCCC

To receive notice with more information in early January, add your name
and email address to the mailing list by contacting Tony Mogro
(AMogro@nycap.rr.com, 518-374-1377). If you have received our mail in
the past, you are already on the list.

Membership News
RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS
DONATIONS
Supporting - $35-49

•
•
•

Hank & Pat Buczkowski
Anne Marie & David Gray
June & Vernon Scoville*

Patron - $50-199
•
•
•
•
•

David & Adrienne Bashe
John & Lucy Halstead
Larry & Judy Hoff
Gene & Susanne Kimura*
Nancy Walden

New Members
•
•
•
•
•

Krystyna Cardish
Linda Conlon
Norah Delaney
Donna Granato
Cassandra Kiszkiel

In memory of
Dr. Edwin Reilly:
•

The Reilly Family

*Eligible for GE Match

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Online Books
•

eBay assistant needed; very flexible hours & days.

•

Shipper needed to pack and ship orders one day per week.

Email Shawn Schultz: bookwormT14@gmail.com
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Noon Programs
A Series of Free Talks about Schenectady’s History
at noon in the McChesney Room
October 28: GE Realty Plot in Schenectady

November 18: SUNY Schenectady’s
Community Archaeology Program

Join Schenectady City Historian Chris Leonard for
a lively talk on the history of the General Electric
Realty Plot in Schenectady. Leonard will cover the
dynamic events and unique cast of characters who
have called “The Plot” their home. You’ll enjoy stories
and anecdotes about GE inventors and executives,
Schenectady business and political leaders,
entertainers, and other incomparable individuals, as
well as the formation of the Plot and ongoing efforts
to protect these stately homes. Some of the many
luminaries covered include Charles P. Steinmetz, Irving
Langmuir, Izetta Jewel Miller and Ernst Alexanderson.
Leonard is the author of Schenectady’s General Electric
Realty Plot, which was published in April 2019.

Diana Carter, Adjunct Instructor, Workforce
Development and Community Education at SUNY
Schenectady County Community College will speak
about SUNY Schenectady’s Community Archaeology
Program (CAP). Following a short presentation of CAP’s
history and curriculum, she will talk about some of
the projects that CAP has done, including the Robert
Yates House at 109 Union Street, the Barringer House
site in the front lawn of the First Reformed Church,
the Schenectady & Saratoga Railway site at 10 Union
Street, the French and Indian War site at 32 Front
Street, the Rosa House site at 234 Union Street, and the
Flint House in Scotia.

November 4: The Progressive Era in
Schenectady

November 25: Izetta Jewel

Join author and biographer Anne Rockwood as she
discusses the life and career of Izetta Jewel. Jewel
came to Schenectady in 1927 after marrying Union
College professor Hugh Miller. While here, she became
a broadcaster at GE’s WGY and later performed
in the first ever radio-television drama, A Queen’s
Messenger. Izetta Jewel was active in politics at the
Congressional and State levels, and served for a time
as Schenectady’s Commissioner of Public Works before
moving on to serve in FDR’s administration. Come and
learn more about this amazing, pioneering woman.

Bill Buell, Schenectady County Historian, will discuss
the Progressive Era (1890-1920), an often overlooked
time in American history. Those years included a
drastic increase in the number of immigrants to the
U.S., and Schenectady’s population boom was as
massive as any across the country. Poles, Italians and
Eastern Europeans fled their homelands and headed
across the Atlantic Ocean, many of them landing jobs
in Schenectady at either the General Electric Company
or the American Locomotive Company. It was a time
of such unrest that Schenectady, a city of over eightythousand people, elected a Socialist mayor and a
largely Socialist city council in 1911, creating new
schools, free municipal garbage pickup, Central Park
and other amenities for all of its citizens. Join us for a
look back into Schenectady’s historic past.

September/October 2019

Note: You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available
(donations appreciated). The room is equipped with special
devices for the hearing-impaired.

4

www.friendsofscpl.org

REELS
A Series of Free Films Shown at Noon in the McChesney Room

November 6: Rocketman

December 4: Spiderman: Far From Home

Set to his most beloved songs, this epic musical story
of Elton John highlights his breakthrough years in the
1970s and his transformation from shy piano prodigy
to international superstar.

In the next chapter of the Spider-Man: Homecoming
series, our friendly neighborhood Superhero decides
to join his friends on a European vacation. However,
Peter’s plan to leave superheroics behind for a few
weeks are quickly scrapped when he agrees to help
Nick Fury uncover the mystery of several elemental
creature attacks, creating havoc across the continent!

Paramount; Rated R; 121 minutes; 2019

Columbia; Rated PG-13; 129 minutes; 2019

November 13: Men in Black: International
Columbia; Rated PG-13; 115 minutes; 2019

The team has always protected the Earth from the
scum of the universe, but in this new adventure they
tackle their biggest, most global threat to date: a mole
in the organization. French audio description available.

December 11: Toy Story 4

Disney; Rated G; 90 minutes; 2019
Woody has always been confident about his place in
the world and that his priority is taking care of his kid,
whether that’s Andy or Bonnie. But when Bonnie adds
a reluctant new toy called ‘Forky’ to her room, a road
trip adventure alongside old and new friends will show
Woody how big the world can be for a toy.

November 20: Yesterday

Universal; Rated PG-13; 117 minutes; 2019
Jack Malik is a struggling singer-songwriter in a tiny
English seaside town whose dreams of fame are rapidly
fading, despite the fierce devotion and support of his
childhood best friend, Ellie. Then, after a freak bus
accident during a mysterious global blackout, Jack
wakes up to discover that the Beatles have never
existed. And he finds himself with a very complicated
problem, indeed.

December 18: Fast & Furious Presents:
Hobbs & Shaw
Universal; Rated PG-13; 137 minutes; 2019

Ever since hulking lawman Hobbs, a loyal agent of
America’s Diplomatic Security Service, and lawless
outcast Shaw, a former British military elite operative,
first faced off, the duo have swapped smack talk
and body blows as they’ve tried to take each other
down. But when anarchist Brixton gains control of an
insidious bio-threat that could alter humanity forever,
these two sworn enemies will have to partner up to
bring down the only guy who might be badder than
themselves.

November 27: Booksmart

20th Century Fox; Rated R; 102 minutes; 2019
Told from a wildly original, fresh, and modern
perspective, this is an unfiltered comedy about high
school best friends and the bonds they create that
last a lifetime. Capturing the spirit of the times, it is a
coming-of-age story for a new generation.

September/October 2019
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Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!

600 Union Street
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670
Open 7 days a week
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm
(Thurs til 6pm)
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm
check our facebook page for
in-house specials
1st thursday nights
4pm-6pm
50% off everything in store
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Via|Port Mall
93 West Campbell Rd.
Rotterdam, N.Y.
518 377-1928
Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-6 pm
Like Us on Facebook

