
In ThIs Issue
Special Events - P3
Beat the Snow - P3

Books Sandwiched In - P4
Reels - P5

Membership News - P6
Volunteer Opportunities - P7

The Wizarding World Comes Alive at the Library
Another magical Harry Potter Day 
was held at the main branch of the 
Schenectady County Public Library 
on October 26th. 

The event was sponsored by 
Friends and coordinated by 
Charlene Roman (Professor Sprout) 
and Shawn Marie Schultz (Professor 
McGonagall). 

Many thanks to Anthony Roman 
(Dumbledore) and Amanda Schultz 
Aucompaugh (Bellatrix) for all their 
efforts. Our Junior friends made 
a nice profit selling their wands 
and spell books in Diagon Alley. 
The Whitney Book Corner did a 
booming business in Harry Potter 
Books and other magical tomes.

 

Favorite classes this year were 
Potions, taught by our young Friend 
Shaheen Hassan, assisted by Emily 
and Melissa Aucompaugh, and Into 
the Owlery with Whispering Willow 
Wild Care. The live reptiles and owls 
were a big draw as usual.

Fortunately, at the end of the day 
we were able to turn Hogwarts back 
into the Library!
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When you spend 
time with the 
Friends of the 
Schenectady 
County Public 
Library, you 
spend time with 
some of the best 
and hardest 
working people 
around. 

Only a few years ago, two 
volunteers, Charlene Roman and 
Shawn Schultz, thought it would 
be fun to hold a Harry Potter Day. 
From a very small start at the 
Whitney Book Corner to what is 
now a major event held throughout 
the Hon. Karen B. Johnson Library 
and McChesney Room, with 
multiple programs, vendors and 
crafts, and attended by hundreds, 
Charlene and Shawn have given 
our community another positive, 
creative opportunity to learn and 
laugh and just spend time together. 

It’s important to note, these two 
woman already run our bookstores 
and on-line sales, directly 
contributing to the financial 
stability of the Friends, but they saw 
an opportunity  to reach another 
population within our community 
and they made it happen. I applaud 
their initiative and all they do for 
the Friends. 

 I’m pleased to announce a new and 
exciting step forward for the Board 
of the Friends of the Schenectady 
County Library. On November 16th, 
we held our first Board Retreat, 
professionally facilitated by 
Successful Change, with the goal of 
paving our road for the future. Many 
questions were presented. How do 

we engage more volunteers to keep 
our programs running smoothly 
and strongly? How have the needs 
of our community changed and 
what further changes to we see 
coming? How can our partnership 
with our library system, the 
Trustees and the County Legislature 
continue to grow and become even 
more impactful? Can we continue 
as an all-volunteer corps or is it 
time to look to professionals to 
run the Friends or, at least, some 
of the functions of the Friends? 
There is so much to consider and 
evaluate, but these questions need 
to be thoughtfully considered—and 
answered-- as we look to our future. 

You should know that the Board of 
the Friends, volunteers who already 
devote so many hours to our 
organization, gave up a Saturday 
morning to brainstorm, bring 
creative solutions and ask the hard 
questions. Our esteemed Library 
Director, Karen Bradley, also spent 
her Saturday morning providing her 
expertise and insight. 

Please be assured, the Board of the 
Friends isn’t walking away from 
that meeting and letting the ball 
drop. No—a strong team is forming 
an Ad-Hoc committee to continue 
these discussions and come to 
resolutions. 

We’re looking towards our future 
and hope you’ll be part of it. 

                           - Madelyn Thorne

President’s Message

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775/
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January & February Special Events

Put on your blue suede shoes and get your groove on with a trip to 
America’s Music Cities! Join us for an informational meeting about an 
upcoming trip opportunity to New Orleans, Memphis and Nashville, 
November 8-15, 2020.  Our Colette representative, Colby Yeaton, will be 
here to present information about this trip and answer questions. Hope to 
see you there!

Questions? Email us at: scplfriendstrips@gmail.com or  
call Sue at 518-372–1198

FALL TRIP INFO 
SESSION
February 11 
6 pm

McChesney Room 
Central Library

REPAIR CAFE
January 11 
10 am - 2 pm
McChesney Room
Central Library

Bring your beloved but broken items for repair 
with the assistance of our skilled volunteers.  
You will help during the repair process. Learn 
to repair clocks, watches, lamps, jewelry, 
furniture & wooden objects, clothing & fabric, 
dolls & toys, and small appliances.  

The program is free to all and is sponsored by 
the Friends (donations accepted). 

Limit of two items per household, please.

REPAIR CAFES OPEN 
AROUND THE REGION
The movement is building!

Schenectady’s Repair Cafe, the 
first in the capital region, opened 
its doors just two years ago.  In the 
intervening months, four other 
Repair Cafes have opened in the 
area: Saratoga, Schuylerville, 
Clifton Park, North Greenbush, and 
the newest one in Voorheesville will 
open next year.

Beat the Snow
A SERIES OF FREE CONCERTS 

SUNDAYS AT 2:30 PM  
IN THE MCCHESNEY ROOM

Bleecker Consort
Music from the Middle Ages & the Renaissance

January 5 

February 23

February 16

February 2 

January 26

January 12 Bien Baez, Elizabeth Lehman, and Michael Clement
Opera and Operetta

January 19 Sophia Subbayya Vastek
Piano

Musicians Of Maalwyck
Well-respected classical players

Donald Hyman
Feeling Good in the 60’s

Roseanne Hargrave, Michael Clements, and  
Paul James Quigley
Serenade

Malcolm Kogut And The Colonie  
“Thunder Road” Singers
Sing-Along

COMING IN APRIL!
Delia Owens, author of  the 
bestselling novel Where the 
Crawdads Sing

Thursday, April 16, 2020  
6:30 PM

Carl B. Taylor Auditorium  
SUNY SCCC

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:scplfriendstrips@gmail.com
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Books Sandwiched In
A SERIES OF FREE TALKS SHOWN AT NOON IN THE MCCHESNEY ROOM

January 6: Range: Why Generalists Triumph 
in a Specialized World 
David Epstein, author of the widely acclaimed book 
The Sports Gene, starts his book Range with case 
studies of two magnificently successful athletes—the 
epitome of single-minded, focused specialists if we’ve 
ever seen them, right?  Maybe not. Epstein goes on to 
demonstrate masterfully, and with the help of ample 
scientific and everyday evidence, using clear and 
persuasive prose, why he picked the title for the book.  

Reviewer Brad Lewis is a Professor of Economics at 
Union College.

January 13: The Problem of Democracy:  
The Presidents Adams Confront the Cult  
of Personality
Prolific authors and history professors at Louisiana 
State University, Nancy Isenberg and Andrew Burstein 
examine the lives and careers of John Adams and 
his son John Quincy Adams, rogue intellectuals and 
unsparing truth tellers who became the second and 
sixth presidents of the United States.  

Reviewer Bill Buell is the current Schenectady County 
Historian and an author of several books.

January 27: Inheritance: A Memoir of 
Genealogy, Paternity, and Love
Dani Shapiro is a best-selling author of fiction and 
memoir, and everything she had previously written 
has led to this book.  Shapiro recently discovered 
through a popular DNA test that the father she loved 
and still deeply mourned after his untimely death more 
than 30 years ago was not her biological father. Her 
parents had kept many secrets from her, but she never 
imagined their depth.  This is an artfully written story 
of love and acceptance, themes to which everyone can 
relate.  

Reviewer Rosaline Horowitz is a retired Schenectady 
educator and founding member of The Sisters of the 
Blue Moon Reading Club, now in its 21st year.

February 3: Son of Prince Edward County  
Author Twitty J. Styles, Ph.D. and Emeritus Professor 
of Biological Sciences at Union College, describes 
himself as “a motherless child born on a farm 92 
years ago, in rural Prince Edward County, Virginia, 
seemingly destined to live a life of poverty.” During 
the Depression, he learned from his widowed father 
the importance of getting a good education, saving his 
money, not letting anyone take advantage of him, and 
giving back.  

Professor Styles will also be reviewing the book.

February 10: Falter: Has the Human Game 
Begun to Play Itself Out?
Thirty years after publishing The End of Nature, Bill 
McKibben surveys the state of our world and finds that 
as climate change shrinks the space where civilization 
can exist, new technologies threaten to bleach away 
the variety of human experience.  Falter tells the story 
of these converging trends, and of the ideological 
fervor that keeps us from bringing them under control.  

Reviewer Pat Rush is an inveterate participant in Books 
Sandwiched In.

February 24: The Very Best of the Best: 35 
Years of The Year’s Best Science Fiction 
Author Gardner Dozois was an anthropologist who died 
last year, and this is his swan song.  Science fiction is 
often a reflection of the hopes and fears of the culture.  
Using Dozois’ book, we will survey some of the trends 
over the decades and see what the last few years show 
us about our cultural condition.  

Reviewer Bill Levering is Senior Minister of First Reformed 
Church in Schenectady.

Note: You may bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea are available for 
a nominal fee.  The room is equipped with special devices for the 
hearing-impaired.

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
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REELS
A SERIES  OF FREE FILMS SHOWN AT NOON IN THE MCCHESNEY ROOM

January 8: The Lion King
Simba idolizes his father, King Mufasa, and takes to 
heart his own royal destiny. But not everyone in the 
kingdom celebrates the cub’s arrival. The battle for 
Pride Rock is ravaged with betrayal, tragedy, and 
drama, ultimately resulting in Simba’s exile. With help 
from a pair of newfound friends, Simba has to figure 
out how to grow up and take back what is rightfully his.

Disney, 2019; 118 minutes; Rated PG

January 15:  The Kitchen
Based on the Vertigo comic book series from DC 
Entertainment, the mobster husbands of three 1978 
Hell’s Kitchen housewives are sent to prison by the FBI. 
The ladies take the Irish mafia’s matters into their own 
hands, proving surprisingly adept at everything from 
running the rackets to taking out the competition.

Warner Bros., 2019; 102 minutes; Rated R

January 22:  The Farewell
Chinese-born, U.S.-raised Billi returns to Changchun to 
find that while the whole family knows their beloved 
matriarch has been given weeks to live, everyone has 
decided not to tell her. To assure her happiness, they 
gather under the guise of an expedited wedding. As 
Billi navigates a minefield of family expectations and 
proprieties, she finds there’s a lot to celebrate.

Lionsgate, 2019; 98 minutes; Rated PG

January 29:  Blinded by the Light
Javed is an English teen of Pakistani descent growing 
up in 1987. Amidst the racial and economic turmoil 
of the times, he writes poetry as a means to escape 
the intolerance of his hometown and the inflexibility 
of his traditional father. When he is introduced to the 
music of ‘the Boss,’ Javed sees parallels to his life in 
Springsteen’s powerful lyrics.

Warner Bros., 2019; 118 minutes; Rated PG-13

February 5:  Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood
In 1969 Los Angeles, where everything is changing, TV 
star Rick Dalton and his longtime stunt double Cliff 
Booth make their way around an industry they hardly 
recognize anymore.

Columbia, 2019; 162 minutes; Rated R

February 12:  Ad Astra
Astronaut Roy McBride travels to the edges of the solar 
system in search of his father and in effort to unravel a 
mystery which threatens the survival of Earth.

20th Century Fox, 2019; 123 minutes; Rated PG-13

February 19:  Dora and the Lost City of Gold
Having spent most of her life exploring the jungle 
with her parents, nothing could prepare Dora for her 
biggest challenge yet: high school. When her parents 
mysteriously disappear while searching for the Lost 
City of Gold, Dora must swing into action and lead a 
group of ill-equipped high schoolers on a quest to save 
them. It is a high-stakes mission as Dora and her new 
friends navigate the jungle, outrun treasure hunters, 
and solve ancient puzzles to unlock the mystery of the 
fabled city.

Paramount, 2019; 102 minutes; Rated PG

February 26:  Judy
Thirty years after rising to global stardom in The Wizard 
of Oz, showbiz legend Judy Garland arrives in London 
to perform a five-week sold-out run at the Talk of the 
Town. While preparing for the shows, Garland battles 
with management, reminisces with friends and fans, 
and embarks on a whirlwind romance with soon-to-be 
fifth husband Mickey Deans, all while bravely struggling 
to overcome intensifying anxiety and physical decline.

Lionsgate, 2019; 119 minutes; Rated PG-13

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

New Members
• Mary Abes
• Pearl Albrectsen
• Nancy Calkins
• Barbara Cardwell
• Bruce Connolly & 

Martha Delmonico
• Aileen Decker
• Beth DeMidio
• Lorrian Gagne
• Heather Lukesic
• Eileen McCabe
• Chad Roberts
• Maureen Rowe
• Janel Schaible
• Richard & Patricia 

Terry
• John Walsh
• Chris Zeneski
 Supporting - $35-49
• Betty Carol Barlyn
• Marygene Brunner
• Phyllis Budka*
• Carol Cascio
• D Clarke Dimond
• Alden & Gay Doolittle
• Jamie Gearon
• Jane Kessler
• Allison Lee
• Paul & Deborah 

O’Brien
• Judith Ricci
• Dotty & Pete Sheehan
• Nancy Stopera

Patron - $50-199
• Charles & Sally Bauer
• L. Ann Bish
• Naomi Bristol
• Wonja & Jeff Brucker
• Timothy Coakley
• Michele DeAngelus & 

James Rothrock
• Gedia DeMaria*
• Gail Denisoff
• Fred & Robin Eddy
• Donna Esposito
• Donald Gavin*
• Gail Girvin
• Harris & Louise 

Gregory
• Howard & Emily Hart
• Ted Heisler*
• Analine S. Hicks
• Bernice Izzo
• Stanley & Claudia 

Jakubowski
• Pat & Chris Jones
• Peter & Leah Kucera
• Lyn & John Kucij
• Ronald & Donna 

Lagasse
• Holly Loth & Andrew 

Witney*
• Stephen & Ann Lyman
• Charles & Sharon 

Maneri
• Suzanne Mason
• Peter McManus

• Paul Meier
• Robert Nottke
• Michael & Susan 

O’Brien
• Michelle Ostrelich & 

Howard Schlossberg
• Carmel Rose Patrick
• Anita Paul & David 

Gerhan
• Bill & Meme Pittman
• Beverly Provost
• Linda & Lawrence 

Relyea*
• Thomas Robbins
• Allan & Carol 

Shartrand*
• Oscar Sylvan
• Norrine & Ted 

Thompson
• Nancy & Wayne Virkler
• Patricia & Robert Wall
• Mary White
• Irene Wickham
• Connie Young*

Benefactor - $200+
• Wendy & Walnter 

Berninger
• Susanne & Robert 

Doyle
• Vivien Zazzau

DONATIONS
In memory of  
Karen Johnson:
• Anne  & Robert Yunick

In Memory of  
Simon Weinstein:
• Anne & Robert Yunick

From the Book 
Swap:
• Kermis Club, Inc.

From the Repair 
Cafe:
• Milton J Kopcha

*Eligible for Match

Membership News

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT ON CHARLENE ROMAN
Charlene Roman has been a stellar 
volunteer for the Friends of the 
Library for several years now, 
managing the Whitney Book Corner, 
co-chairing (with Shawn Schultz), 
the wonderful Harry Potter Day, 
serving on the Friends book sale 
committee, the Friends Board, and 
the online sales committee. 

But her vision of opening another 
book store, and her ability to 
actually make that happen, elevate 

her to a whole other level of 
volunteer. A Second Look Bookstore 
opened in February, 2019, and 
it has been an amazing success, 
generating funds for the Friends 
of the Library as well as increasing 
awareness in the community of the 
Library and the Friends.

The Friends are so lucky to 
have Charlene as part of our 
organization!

VOLUNTEER 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Online Books
• eBay assistant needed; very 

flexible hours & days.  

• Shipper needed to pack and 
ship orders one day per week.

Email Shawn Schultz:  
bookwormT14@gmail.com

Via|Port Mall 
93 West Campbell Rd. 

Rotterdam, NY 
518 377-1928

Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-6 pm

Like Us on Facebook

600 Union Street
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs til 6pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

check our facebook page for  
in-house specials

1st thursdays 4pm-6pm 
50% off everything in store 
www.whitneybookcorner.org

THE FRIENDS GET FROZEN IN ROTTERDAM
On Saturday November 23rd, A 
Second Look Bookstore held a very 
successful Frozen event at Via/Port 
Rotterdam. The effort was headed 
up by Jaimie and Marcie, with help 
from Robin, Molly, Norrine and 
Charlene. 

We had a selfie station, crafts and 
games, coloring, a make your 
own sundae station (courtesy of 
Stewarts), and the cast from Frozen, 
Jr. at Debuts Theater came in for a 
meet and greet, much to the delight 
of the children there. 

This event, coupled with the 
Farmers Market at the mall and the 
frozen movie opening the night 
before, drew many new people into 
our store, giving us the biggest day 
since opening week!

Charlene Roman (center) with Doug Bixler and Robin Eddy at the opening of A Second Look Bookstore

CHECK OUT OUR 
BOOK STORES

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bookwormT14%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/A-Second-Look-Bookstore-1989088577795754/
http://www.facebook.com/Whitney-Book-Corner-108070516773/
http://www.facebook.com/Whitney-Book-Corner-108070516773/
http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
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600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

Open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(Thurs til 6pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

check our facebook page for 
in-house specials

1st thursday nights 
 4pm-6pm 

50% off everything in store 
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Via|Port Mall 
93 West Campbell Rd. 

Rotterdam, N.Y. 
518 377-1928

Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-6 pm

Like Us on Facebook

Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!
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