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COVID-19 Update from Karen Bradley — March 28, 2020
Our County libraries are closed to 
comply with Governor Cuomo’s 
100% reduction in the workforce 
to try to “flatten the curve” in 
order to prevent a crushing of the 
resources of our NYS hospitals and 
first responders. Our library staff 
has been asked, along with other 
County departments, to step in and 
help wherever we are needed.

Our first assignment was to 
the Public Health Department, 
assisting with daily wellness calls 
to community members who 
were in quarantine. This amazing 
undertaking was set up over a few 
days and involved so many people. 

Next, I received a call from our 
County Manager, Rory Fluman, 
asking if I could head up to the 
new Boys & Girls Club where the 
Schenectady County COVID-19 
Emergency Response Coalition was 

being set up. This coalition was 
rapidly put in place to respond to 
the urgent demand for food and 
other supplies needed by those in 
quarantine, the elderly or immune 
compromised, the homeless, the 
suddenly unemployed - anyone in 
need, no questions asked. 

I was put in charge of organizing the 
Call Center part of the operation 
with our library staff, just one 
part of an enormous undertaking 
organized by County Leadership 
and led on site by Jason Lecuyer 
and Keith Brown. Our library 
staff were manning the phones 
as hundreds and hundreds of 
residents called in over the past 
three days with urgent needs. We 
were able to set up our operation 
in space that allows for social 
distancing. Sanitizer is available 
to clean work surfaces before each 
shift, and we brought our own 

pens. Never in a million years could 
one have imagined this fabulous 
new facility being used in such a 
manner. Thank you Shane Bargy 
and your Board for allowing us to 
share this beautiful space! 

Our County Facilities, Highway, 
Finance, IT, Sheriffs, Special Patrol 
Officers and our wonderful Auxiliary 
led by Ray Feurstein, Senior and 
Long Term Care Services, Board of 
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These are unprecedented times and I want to 
thank Chris Witkowski for the job she did giving the 
membership the chance to vote on the new slate of 
board members. We will do whatever is necessary to 
try to assist the library during this quarantine and work 
as an organization in preparing for whatever lies ahead. 
I will keep the membership updated when something 
changes within the organization. I am available by 
email if anything comes up, at  
scplfriendspres@gmail.com.

I would like to welcome the new executive committee: 
• Norrine Thompson, 1st VP
• Jaimie Williams-Peterson, 2nd VP
• Chris Witkowski, Secretary
• Shirley deBono, Treasurer

And our new board members: 
• Jenn Wood
• Lisa esperti 
• Marcie Wielt

I am looking forward to working with all of you.

I want to give my thanks and respect to Charlie Richardson, our outgoing 
Treasurer, for all the exceptional work that he has done. Personally I have 
given him so much extra work with the new store, gift cards, etc.; he never 
seemed to get upset and handled all the problems that arose with grace 
and professionalism.

Also to our outgoing board members, Bob Symons, who spends countless 
hours sorting and overseeing the book sales and Shawn Schultz, who runs 
our Online sales.

Last but not least to Madelyn Thorne, who dedicates herself to the 
betterment of the community through her volunteer work. She has 
represented the Friends well and has made a large difference in this 
organization.

Until we meet again in person, stay home, stay safe and take care of one 
another.

- Charlene Roman
   April 3, 2020

President’s Message

BOOKSTOreS TeMPOrArILy CLOSed
The Whitney Book Corner and A Second Look will be closed until further 
notice. When the library opens back up and the Mall gives us the okay, we 
will let everyone know of our reopening date. Updates will be posted on 
our website and Facebook pages. For now please stay home and stay safe.

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775/
mailto:scplfriendspres%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Whitney-Book-Corner-108070516773
https://www.facebook.com/A-Second-Look-Bookstore-1989088577795754
mailto:www.friendsofscpl.org?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775
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Just one month 
ago, we were 
making plans 
for our Annual 
dinner. So much 
changed so 
fast, it’s hard to 
process. But, 
it’s important to 
remember that 

the Friends have been around for 
over 50 years and we will get back 
on track when it’s safe to do so. 

Although our library has had to 
close for the safety and health of 
all, which means the programming 
supported by the Friends has been 
suspended, the Friends is still able 
to make a postive contribution to 
our community. Working through 
SICM, the Friends is providing 
books to be included in the lunch 
bags now being distributed to 
children. 

 

It has been a pleasure to work 
with the talented and dedicated 
volunteers who work so hard to 
keep the funding coming in for our 
many library programs. The Friends 
continue to be financially stable 
with a good, strong path for the 
future. Thank you for allowing me 
to serve as President of the Friends. 
It has been my honor.

- Madelyn Thorne
   March 30, 2020

Past President’s Message

elections and others have jumped 
in to unpack food and supplies, 
pack bags, and deliver all over 
Schenectady County. Whatever 
these families desperately needed, 
they said we will get it to them 
right now! It was wonderful to have 
our Special Patrol Officers there 
overseeing operations and the 
Schenectady City Police Officers 
stopping by to help with deliveries.

I am proud of our library staff who 
have stepped in to help. It was hard 

to leave our books and programs 
behind; we were in the middle 
of many important initiatives. 
And we were worried about what 
would happen to the patrons who 
depended on us so much - whether 
it be for our library materials, 
computer access, cultural and 
recreational programs, or as a safe 
haven and human connection that 
many don’t otherwise have. It took 
just a few phone calls for each of us 
to know that this is another form of 

public service, very much like what 
we do each day. Most of our staff 
has been through the Bridges Out 
of Poverty training, and it was very 
easy to put our Bridges hat on and 
get to work. 

Thanks to the Friends of SCPL - the 
library outreach bags you enable 
us to buy for outreach programs 
were needed for this operation, in 
addition to all the County Census 
bags and a donation from NySUT.

County residents are fortunate 
to have this tremendous group 
of County leaders and staff, 
community foundations, non-
profits, and volunteers pitching 
in to help, whether it be at Public 
Health Services or with the food 
distribution undertaking.

I feel blessed to have my dedicated 
staff and my Board of Trustees 
behind me. Life as we knew it is 
over as we all head into uncharted 
waters together. We don’t know 
what life on the other side of 
COVID-19 will look like but I hope 

COVID-19 Update from Karen Bradley 3/28/20 (continued)

continued on page 4

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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COVID-19 Update from Karen Bradley 3/28/20 (continued)
that some good will come out of 
these challenging times - families 
spending a lot more time with each 
other, finding new ways to occupy 
time, playing old-fashioned games, 
taking leisurely walks, getting long 
awaited projects done around the 
house, or learning a new skill such 
as Zoom, which is on my agenda 
tomorrow. 

For those who are still employed, 
have a comfortable home to come 
home to and food on the table, 
let us not forget those who will be 
severely impacted, and step up to 
do whatever we can to help. 

My motto has been to “Keep Calm 
and Carry On.”

In Memory of Joyce Parry
 Joyce Parry, longtime Friends 
volunteer and one of the original 
co-managers of the Whitney Book 
Corner, passed away on Friday, 
March 6, 2020. She was 90 years old. 

Ellie Rowland relayed the following:

 “[Joyce] was one of the most selfless 
people I have ever known.  She was 
very  quiet, but very friendly when 
you came to know her.  She was 
very, very intelligent. She did all her 
volunteering jobs to the fullest. 

I started volunteering a couple years 
after I retired. At that time she was 
alone, so I helped her doing the 
fiction donations.  Sally and Simon 
did the non-fiction.  George Gould 
and Phil Adams also helped sort. 
I’m sure there were others, but can’t 
remember.  Those were the days 
someone had to cut down regular 
wine boxes to store the books in! 
And we were at the other end of the 
2nd floor storage area. Leah Leonard 
and others joined sorting after a 
couple years.  

When the board decided to try a 
book store in the present location, 
George said he would co-chair, 
organizing the store, if Joyce would 
handle the finances. They realized 
that the Friends treasurer couldn’t 
also handle the Whitney. I did the 
volunteers. Joyce clerked in the 
store, too and would sub when 
needed.” 

We are lucky to have such 
dedicated volunteers!

VOLUNTeerS Needed 
FOr ONLINe BOOKS
Online Books is on vacation until it 
is safe to return to work. Our eBay 
and Amazon stores can be back up 
and running with a click of  
the mouse. 

We do need a new Friday shipper, 
so please contact  
BookwormT14@gmail.com.  

Training is provided. everyone 
please stay safe and we are looking 
forward to the day the library 
reopens. 

Shawn Schultz  
Director, Online Books

TrAVeL WITh The 
FRIENDS
It’s not too late to join the friends 
for a trip to America’s Music Cities!

Put on your blue suede shoes, 
get your groove on and be part of 
the fun as we tour New Orleans, 
Memphis, and Nashville  
November 8- 15, 2020.

Find detailed information at:

https://friendsofscpl.org/
literary-trips/

SPrINg TrIPS 
CANCeLLed
The Tulip Cruise and the day trip 
to Boscobel and West Point were 
both cancelled due to the COVID-19 
health crisis. 

Stay tuned for a new fall date for 
the day trip!

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:BookwormT14%40gmail.com?subject=
https://friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips/
https://friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips/
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REELS*
A SerIeS  OF Free FILMS ShOWN AT NOON IN The MCCheSNey rOOM

June 3: CATS
June 10: The Song of Names

June 17:   Little Women
June 24: Queen & Slim

Special Events & Around the Library*

STITCh & ShAre
June 9, 5:30-7:45 pm
Niskayuna Branch

Are you a knitter, crocheter, sewer, quilter, or fiber artist? don’t know how? 
Join us at our monthly meetup with other fiber enthusiasts. each month 
we will have a different artisan teach the group a new fiber related skill. 
Bring your ideas, tools, current project and materials. 

Ages 14+ and all skill levels.

rePAIr CAFe
July 25
10 am - 2 pm
McChesney Room
Central Library

Bring your beloved but broken items to be fixed by 
skilled volunteer repair coaches.  you sit with the coach 
and watch and learn while your item is repaired. 

“This is a very valuable service - and fun too!” said 
one happy customer.

Types of items: small mechanical or electric 
appliances, dolls & toys, lamps, clocks, electronics, 
wooden objects, clothing and fabric items, jewelry.  
Limit of 2 items per household please.

Bring your current craft project to this social group and 
complete new items, meet new people and even learn 
new skills.  From knitting to quilting and everything in 
between we can help each other start and complete your 
craft projects. Stop-in and get crafty with us.

COzy CrAFTerS
June 9, 1:30-3:00 pm

Woodlawn Branch

*event schedules and plans are continually evolving in light of the COVId-19 health crisis. Please check our 
website and Facebook pages, and the library website for updates.

LIVINg WITh 
ALzheIMer’S FOr 
CAregIVerS: eArLy & 
MId-STAge
June 23, 2:00-3:30 pm
Scotia Branch

This program is designed to help provide optimal care along the 
continuum of the disease in order to maintain quality of life.  It will 
provide care partners with the knowledge, tools and strategies needed to 
cope with a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia. In the 
middle stage of Alzheimer’s, gaps in memory and thinking become more 
noticeable and individuals begin to need help with day-to-day activities

Appropriate Audience –Friends and family members who care for someone 
with Alzheimer’s disease

Facilitated by Meagan deMento of NeNy Alzheimer’s Association

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
https://friendsofscpl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775
http://www.scpl.org
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yOUNg PrOFeSSIONALS eVeNT COMINg SOON!
Are you a young professional 
interested in expanding your 
network? Want to hang out with 
other young professionals who love 
the library? Just moved here for 
school or a new job and looking to 
make electrifying new friends? 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
and website for updates about 
a kickoff event for a new young 
Friends group within the Friends 
of the Schenectady County Public 
Library. 

Hope to see you there!

reNeWALS ANd NeW MeMBerS 

Benefactor - $200+
• Donal Early*
• George & Joan Gould*
• Joan Ham & Don Gavin
• Jeffrey Peil 

Patron - $50-199
• Shelly & Shell Abelson*
• Philip & JoAnn Adams
• eleanor & Jesse Aronstein
• Bryant & Casey Bigelow
• Patricia & Thomas Brady*
• James & Judith Burns*
• Rachel Cameron
• Anne Christman
• Ilene r. Freidman & Keegan 

Bailey
• Fran Gross

• Andrew & Phyllis Kulmatiski
• edward & A. Moy
• Nancy & Michael Ottati
• Johanna Petersen
• Frank & Dorothea Potochnik*
• Linda & Lawrence relyea*
• Barbara Vivier*
• Barbara & ernest Walton

Supporting - $35-49
• Marilyn Anderson
• Ruth Bonn
• Katherine Hagert
• Paul Kenny
• Jane McCloskey & Charles 

Carson
• Robbie Roessle
• Nancy & Glen Slack*

New Members
• Beth Dorn
• Charles & Linda Becker
• Deb & Jorge Escobar
• herman Andrea
• Karen giyzio
• Tina Koehler
• Judith Massaro
• June McGarry
• Misir Family
• Carolyn Montorio
• Donna Richards
• Kathleen Sullivan
• Irene Turvey
• rori & Kim Wood

*Eligible for Match

dONATIONS

In Honor of Dorothea Trela:
• Dorothy & Naomi Myer

From the Repair Cafe:
• Christine Lambert

Membership News

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775

