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Friends of SCPL pivots programming during the pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic has 
forced the Friends to quickly 
reassess our programming 
and figure out how we can to 
continue to serve the community 
and the library in a safe manner.

Friends of SCPL hosted socially 
distanced sidewalk book sales 
at the Karen B. Johnson Library 
on July 12 (biographies and 
adult fiction titles) and August 9 
(children’s books).

Christy Multer was one of the 
many participants at the July 
Sidewalk Sale. She said, “It was 
a great sale! Thank you to all the 
volunteers who had clearly spent 
a LOT of time organizing every 
detail -- even making sure the 
book titles were all in the same 
direction in each box for easier 
reading. My husband and I got 

34 books for only $19, including 
one of the bags of 20 mystery 
paperbacks for only $5. And 
thank you to the person who 
selected such a nice variety of 
mysteries in that bag -- including 
several authors we’ve never 
read before, which will be fun to 
explore.”

In addition to these sidewalk 
sales, our online bookstores are 
running again, and our physical 
bookstores are open with new 
social distancing policies in 
place.

Information about our other 
events and programs is available 
later in the newsletter. 
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More SIdeWALk Book SALe photoS

the friends have been hard at work trying to 
resume some of our activities. Online has opened 
back up with some safety restrictions in place. 
Both stores are operating on limited hours. 
hopefully, by September we will be able to start 
doing some virtual programming.

I want to take this opportunity to mention that 
ellie and Gene rowland are moving out of state.  

they have been enthusiastic volunteers for many years. ellie was co-
chair on the book sale committee and served as VP on the Friends 
Board of directors. ellie played a large part in establishing the 
Whitney Book Corner and was its volunteer coordinator for 15 years. 
Gene also served on the board, was co chair of Books Sandwiched In 
and chair of the Annual poetry gala.

on a personal note, I am actually going to miss ellie asking me if she 
can send the Christmas books to the stores in early october. Now 
who am I going to say ‘no’ to! I wish both of them safe travels. they 
will be missed.

- Charlene roman

President’s Message

Book sale shoppers in a 
socially distant queue. 

Individual books and grab bags were available

A bag full of books for less than $10!

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775/
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Noon Programs
A SerIeS of free tALkS — NoW oNLINe!

As with so many things that have had to be adjusted due to 
CoVId-19, the Noon programs that had been presented at the main 
library branch in the McChesney room will be presented as webinars 
for the foreseeable future. this fall we will present several book 
reviews and history lectures online. there might not be a program 
every week so I encourage you to check the Newsletter, event 
Keeper and the Friends Facebook page for the schedule. 

We are currently working with library staff to develop instructions 
and procedures on how to sign up and join a webinar. these details 
will be coming through email. Be sure to look for them weekly.

The health and safety of all participants is of utmost concern. Stay safe everyone!

BookS SANdWIChed IN 
September 14: Sapiens
from a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking 
narrative of humanity’s creation and evolution - a number 
one international best seller - that explores the ways in 
which biology and history have defined us and enhanced 
our understanding of what it means to be “human”.

Book by Yuval Harai; Reviewed by Richard Alben

September 21: The Hudson Valley: The First 
250 Million Years: A Mostly Chronological and 
Occasionally Personal History
the mighty hudson river is the centerpiece of this 
fascinating collection of essays, ranging from prehistoric 
times to current life.  It touches on a wide variety of 
topics, including the author’s own personal stories of the 
region. penned in an enjoyable and sometimes humorous 
style, Levine offers up an introduction to the fascinating 
people, places, and events that have helped define this 
wonderful hudson Valley that some of us call home.

Book by David Levine; Presented by the author

October 5: Haven: The Dramatic Story of 
1000 World War II Refugees and How They 
Came to America
In 1943, fdr decided to admit 1000 war refugees to the 
U.S. Gruber volunteered to accompany the group from 
europe on their dangerous and secret route across the 
Atlantic. A poignant and engrossing true story. 

Book by Ruth Gruber; Reviewed by Susan Lohnas

October 19:  A Woman Condemned: The 
Tragic Case of Anna Antonio
A sensational murder, trial, and a young woman’s 
execution in depression-era New York draws upon 
newly discovered NY State police records. In Greiner’s 
description of the trial, he seeks to show how flaws in the 
judicial system, poverty, and prejudice around the Italian 
American community in Albany at the time, all played a 
part in Anna’s conviction and death sentence. 

Book by James Greiner ; Presented by the author

October 26: Giants of the Monsoon Forest
for more than a thousand years, the people and 
elephants of Burma/Myanmar and India have worked 
with elephants to log otherwise impassable forests and to 
move people and goods (sometimes illicitly) under cover 
of the forest canopy. the relationship between elephant 
and rider is an intimate one that lasts for many decades. 
though not bred to work with humans, these elephants 
can lift and carry logs, save people from mudslides, break 
logjams in raging rivers and navigate mountain forests 
with passengers.  

Book by Jacob Shell; Reviewed by Phil Adams

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/S/SCNY/ekp.cfm%3FcurOrg%3DSCNY
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/S/SCNY/ekp.cfm%3FcurOrg%3DSCNY
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775
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reNeWALS ANd NeW MeMBerS 

Benefactor - $200+
• Carol Borthwick
• Lawson & priscilla harris
• Wayne & Cynhia Schneider
• Samuel Wait

Patron - $50-199
• Norm Ainslie
• david & Adrienne Bashe
• elmer & olha Bertsch
• paul & Serena Butch
• Miriam Butzel
• Bob Coppola & Barb 

Armstrong
• kernan davis & elizabeth 

Dobson-Davis
• Diane DiMeo
• fred & robin eddy
• ruth farrell
• John & Carol ferlazzo
• Carl filbrich & Christy Multer
• James & karen Gonda
• Sylvia Kaarto
• Bob & karen kanarkiewicz
• Christine Anne katchmar*

• Gene & Susanne kimura*
• Bill & Mary Liz Leitch
• diane Leone & Andrew 

Wexler
• Connie Liscio
• Virginia & Jeff Newton
• Alice reed
• robert & Carol reid
• roberta richardson
• thomas & Barbara rider
• Claudia & keith rolfe
• eugene & eleanor rowland
• kathleen ryan
• david & Indushobha Smith
• Lucy & Gary Spongberg
• Louise Steele
• Helen Steiner
• Verena takekoshi*
• Donald Thurston
• duane & Mary Van patten
• Anita Walther
• Laura & Carl Wiedemann
• Anne & robert Yunick

Supporting - $35-49
• Sylvia Anapolis
• Wnifred Balz
• Patricia Barker
• hank & pat Buczkowski
• tom & Josie hefferon
• Ann parillo
• Harriet Severenko
• Barbara Van etten
• Maureen Versaci

New Members
• Sylvia Anapolis
• Wnifred Balz
• Patricia Barker
• hank & pat Buczkowski
• tom & Josie hefferon
• Ann parillo
• Harriet Severenko
• Barbara Van etten
• Maureen Versaci

*eligible for Company Match

Membership News

Tables covered in books and DVDs wrapped around the side of the library. 

More SIdeWALk Book SALe photoS

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
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repAIr CAfe 
repair Cafe has been missing the 
fun and excitement of  holding 
actual events .  And we very 
much look forward to resuming 
when it is safe to do so.

In the meantime,  repair Cafe 
and other fix-it groups are 
continuing to help with repairs 
by teleconferencing with Zoom. 
Many of our local repair coaches 
have been participating.  The 
Zoom Cafes could be described 
as a combination of Npr’s 
“Car talk” and pBS’s “Antiques 
roadshow”.

Unlike the in-person repair 
Cafes, there are no limits on 
the size or kind of items we 
try to repair. everything from 
dishwashers to lawn mowers to 
great grandmother’s China hutch 
are possible! 

to participate, check the website 
created by repair Cafe in North 
Carolina:

https://repaircafe.tv

frIeNdS trIpS 
due to closures, travel advisories 
and an abundance of caution, we 
have canceled the rescheduled 
fall trip to West Point.  We are 
looking forward to traveling 
together in the future and hope 
to schedule the West Point trip 
for the spring of 2021.

our “America’s Music Cities” 
trip scheduled for November 
is currently still on. We will 
keep those who are registered 
updated on any changes as soon 
as we hear anything.

for those of you who are 
dreaming of traveling again, we 
have two future trips scheduled 
with Collette - poland for 
September of 2021 and the 
rescheduled Tulip Cruise for 
April of 2022.  

hopefully the world will soon be 
open again to welcome travelers 
safely.

600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(thurs til 6pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

check our facebook page for 
in-house specials

1st thursday nights 
 4pm-6pm 

50% off everything in store 
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Via|Port Mall 
93 West Campbell Rd. 

Rotterdam, N.Y. 
518 377-1928

Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-6 pm

Like Us on Facebook

Online Stores
Support SCpL while shopping 
from the comfort of home! 

Check out our amazing 
selection of books on Amazon 
and dVds on ebay.

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/A-Second-Look-Bookstore-1989088577795754
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fme%3DA2O7OMANTP3OGM%26marketplaceID%3DATVPDKIKX0DER
http://www.ebay.com/str/friendsofscpl
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GreAt deCISIoNS 
dISCUSSIoN GroUp
The Great Decisions foreign 
policy discussion group normally 
meets during February and 
March, but for the 2021 season it 
is doubtful that we will be able 
to all meet in the same room.  

We will try to find the best 
solution, and will let you know in 
future newsletters and by email 
to members.  If you want to be 
added to our mailing list, contact 
fred eddy, (frededdy7@gmail.
com or 518-346-1683).

Last year’s meetings had to 
be canceled in March, but the 
foreign policy Association has 
made all their videos available 
on Youtube.  Go to https://fps.
org/great_decisions/ for more 
information.  A link to the videos 
will be found in the first full 
sentence on that page.

IN MeMorY of LILLIAN SterN 
Lillian Stern, longtime friend of SCpL, passed away on April 24 at the 
age of 100. Lillian worked on noon programs back in the 1990’s, and 
later helped with newsletter mailings.  She will be missed.

 Bee Friendly! Join the Friends of the Library and Volunteer.
Volunteer opportunities include:

Book Sales
Clerk/Shelver in Whitney and Second Look Bookstores
On-Line Support
Sorting of Books Donated
Membership events

http://friendsofscpl.org

Book doNAtIoNS  
ON HOLD
Friends of SCPL is not accepting 
book donations at this time. 
Thank you for your patience - 
especially to those who are still 
hanging on to the books that you 
cleaned out  over the spring  
and summer!

VoLUNteer Needed for oNLINe BookS 
Online books needs a  volunteer 
shipper for Fridays. 

flexible work hours, mornings 
or afternoon. the job entails 
processing orders and walking 
across the street  to the Post 
office.   

After training , the volunteer will 
work in our  office; there is not a 
lot of contact with others, aside 
from during the post office run. 

Please contact  
Bookwormt14@gmail.com 

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://friendsofscpl.org
mailto:BookwormT14%40gmail.com?subject=
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In Memory of John Goldsmith
When the late Lisa holt, 
coordinator of the Friends 
literary day trips, dreamed 
about expanding the travels 
to england, she knew just the 
person to call. Her good friend 
and fellow librarian, diane 
Goldsmith, was married to a 
man who had conducted tours 
of his native england. She posed 
this question to diane, “would 
John be interested in designing a 
custom tour for the Friends?”

the answer was a resounding 
yes, and John Goldsmith, who 
died on June 16 at the age of 
81, got to work planning a two 
week excursion to england, with 
a focus on literary and historical 
sites. In meticulous detail John 
created an itinerary that not 
only included visits to museums, 
but also to first rate hotels and 
restaurants. every single meal 
was scheduled, every hotel 
chosen with high standards in 
mind. 

thus, in May of 2011, two 
dozen members of the Friends 
embarked on a multi-day tour 
that included, among others,  
stops in Jane Austen’s and the 
Bronte family’s birth places, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Winston 
Churchill’s home, and the Lake 
district, the beautiful area of 
england that inspired the writing 
of Beatrice Potter and William 
Wordsworth. 

To say the trip far exceeded the 
friends expectations would be 
an understatement. And John 
didn’t stop there.  He planned 
another trip to england as 
well as trips to france and 
Ireland. Throughout the tours 
diane was always at John’s 
side, ensuring that everything 
transpire flawlessly. the two 
were a magnificent pair, exuding 
confidence, calm and humor. 

In a recent discussion with diane 
she said, “I don’t have the words 
to describe how much he loved 

doing those tours. It was an 
opportunity to not only show 
his beloved homeland but he so 
enjoyed meeting and talking to 
everyone he met.” 

The Friends of the Library 
are eternally grateful to John 
and diane for the efforts they 
undertook to give our members 
the  wonderful gift of travel. to 
diane we extend our deepest 
sympathies and a heartfelt 
“thank you, thank you, thank 
you.”

— Chris Witkowski

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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600 Union Street   
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670

open 7 days a week 
Mon- Sat: 10am-4pm  

(thurs til 6pm) 
Sun 1:30pm-3:30pm

check our facebook page for 
in-house specials

1st thursday nights 
 4pm-6pm 

50% off everything in store 
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Via|Port Mall 
93 West Campbell Rd. 

Rotterdam, N.Y. 
518 377-1928

Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-6 pm

Like Us on Facebook

Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!

Online Books
Support SCpL while shopping from 
the comfort of home! 

Check out our amazing 
selection of 
books on 
Amazon and 
dVds on ebay.

https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fme%3DA2O7OMANTP3OGM%26marketplaceID%3DATVPDKIKX0DER
http://www.ebay.com/str/friendsofscpl

