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Friends of SCPL Advocates for Branches to Open
When it became apparent in late
August that many libraries in the
surrounding communities were
reopening with proper COVID-19
protocols in place, some
members of the Friends of the
Library began to question why
the SCPL system was still closed,
except for curbside services.
The subject was discussed at
the August Board meeting and
it was decided it was time for
our organization to begin a
movement to urge the County to
move forward with reopening.
A committee of several Board
directors was formed and they
quickly developed a multifaceted advocacy campaign.
An email blast was sent to the
entire Friends membership,
listing the many ways the public
could make their voices heard,

including signing a petition,
contacting their local legislators
and submitting a comment
for Privilege of the Floor at a
County Legislature meeting. A
link to view the September livestreamed Legislature meeting
was posted on our website and
Facebook page.

The response to our campaign
was immediate and positive,
with dozens of people signing
the petitions and several
submitting comments to the
Legislature. The Daily Gazette
printed the Board’s letter urging
the reopening; many people
posted messages of support on
our Facebook page.
(continued on page 2)
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The Friends are slowly resuming some of our
activities. Most of them look a bit different than
before but the Friends are not going to let a
pandemic stand in our way. Geri Mulligan and Fred
Eddy are going to use Zoom for the noon programs
and Great Discussions. Jan Walz is working on the
Beat the Snow series to be enjoyed from your own
home. We have started taking limited donations,
both Bookstores are open as is Online. There have
been three successful socially distant sidewalk sales, and all has
been done without the library being open.
A committee has been formed to advocate for the libraries opening.
As of today the County is opening branches on a limited basis. The
Karen B. Johnson Central Library is not opening at this time. This
library is very important to the community. It is a hub of downtown
activity and its continued closure is a big loss to the area and the
people it serves.
— Charlene Roman

library opening advocacy (continued)
At the September 8 County
Legislature meeting, six Privilege
of the Floor submissions
addressing the issue were
read aloud. That portion of the
meeting was concluded with a
recommendation from Anthony
Jasenski, Sr., Chairman of the Legislature, that the County move
forward with a plan to reopen the libraries by October 1.
As of this newsletter’s deadline, five of the branch libraries were
slated to reopen on a limited basis on October 5. Surprisingly, the
Karen B. Johnson Library is not one of them; no reopening date has
been set at this time. The continued closure of SCPL’s largest, most
centrally located library, makes no sense. It impacts not only city
residents without transportation, but also drastically impedes the
Friends ability to resume their fundraising efforts.
The push to get Central reopened soon will be the focus of a
continuing advocacy campaign. Updates will be posted on our
Facebook page, website, and in email blasts.
— Chris Witkowski
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Noon Programs
A Series of Free Talks — Now online!
Find the Zoom links at friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/
The Fall programs are underway. We have been sharing our book reviews by Zoom this Fall. Starting in
November we will again bring a series of history talks that I’m hoping you will join and enjoy. The list of
programs can always be found here in our Newsletter, our Facebook page, and by going to the library
website under Calendar and Events. The link is always the same and you can find it at those locations
and also in the email reminder that the library sends out each week.
I would like to note the following members of the Noon Programs committee:
Diane Leone, Joanne Adams, Bill Buell, Cathy Lewis, Rich Alben, Paul O’Brien, Geri Mulligan. This year a
long time member Gene Rowland has retired from the committee. We will miss him, and wish him well.
The Noon Programs committee is looking for interested volunteers to help develop future programs.
We need people who are interested in selecting books and finding reviewers who will review those
books. Also, we need the help of one or two people who can select science topics and locate people
who are able to deliver talks to the general public. If anyone is interested in joining the Noon Programs
committee to work on any of these areas please contact Geri Mulligan at gemu179@hotmail.com.
— Geri Mulligan

History Talks

November 2
Schenectady and the 1920 Election: Women
Cast Their Vote for President

November 23
Confronting Contagion in Schenectady, New
York: From Smallpox to Covid

County historian Bill Buell will discuss the 1920
presidential election in Schenectady County, when for
the first time women in New York had the opportunity
to vote for president.

Brothers Martin and James Strosberg discuss
their soon to be published book documenting
Schenectady’s long medical history, including the
work of physician and former mayor Charles Duryea in
the early 20th century.

November 9
How the War Was Won: Schenectady
During WWII
City historian Chris Leonard looks at Schenectady’s
contribution to the war effort, including the
manufacturing prowess demonstrated by General
Electric and the American Locomotive Company.

November 16
Kurt Vonnegut in Alplaus

Jessica Polmateer, historian of the hamlet of Alplaus,
looks at the life and career of writer Kurt Vonnegut,
who lived in Alplaus in the 1947-1951 while working
for GE.
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Membership News
RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS
Benefactor - $200+
•
•
•
•

Richard & Susan Baker
Mary Cahill
Kimberly Mastrianni
Charles Richardson

Patron - $50-199
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lois & Richard Atkinson
Gloria Blum
David & Karen Bradley
Blanche Fischer
Patricia & David Gosda
Teresa Kennedy
Don & Marilyn Leach
Helen MacDonald
Jack & Arlene Maranville
Sean O’Brien

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Donald Riggs
Harriet Severenko
Dale Steenburgh
Francis Taormina
Jon & Nancy Tobiessen
Dori Trela
Carol Troost
Cheryl Volpe
Vera & Marvin Weiss
Lucinda & Thomas Willemain

Supporting - $35-49
•
•
•
•
•

Randall & Kathleen Dartt
Eileen & Lyle Eldred
Renie Federighi
Carol & Leo Reynolds
Ellen Woodzell

happy customers return to
whitney book corner

New Members
•
•
•
•

Heather & Eric Buskirk
Barbara Cherubin
Stephanie Olson
Candace Wright

Donations
Estate of Joan D. Townsend
In Memory of John
Goldsmith
•

Anne & Robert Yunick

In Memory of Elaine Rotman
•

Bernard Rotman

CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED: Retirees, Homemakers,
Students, and Bodybuilders!
Community members sought to support our
library system as volunteers with the Friends
of the Schenectady County Public Library.
Immediate volunteer opportunities include:
transporting books, online sales, working at
book sales or store locations. Heavy lifting
for book transport is urgently needed.
At home and special program volunteer
opportunities are available as well.
Please see our website at
friendsofscpl.org/volunteer for more details.
*Membership is required to volunteer at the
Whitney Corner Bookstore and A Second
Look for insurance coverage purposes.
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September Book Sale
It was just like Disneyworld! The
line was all the way from the
front door to the parking lot and
it was there for hours. But it
wasn’t Disneyworld, it was our
book sale. Although the fiction
sold much better than the nonfiction (there was no line at all
for the non-fiction), the sale was
a success.
Of course, the main reason we
have the sales is to fund library
programs. However, during
these challenging times, the
sale committee is determined
to get books into the hands of
the community. With the library
closed, and the book- stores
just barely open, we think we
are doing a good job keeping

our community happily reading
by offering them great book
bargains.
We had so many volunteers that
both the set up and break down
went smoothly and quickly. It
was so good to see some of the
library staff help out.
One question was asked over
and over at the sale: When will
we start taking donations again?
Our inventory is low, and our
shelves are now open enough
to accept donations again. So
starting with the staff and the
Friends, we are now accepting
donations again. Most of our
sorting volunteers are not
ready to come back to “work”

yet, so we are easing ourselves
back into this work to see how
we do with a smaller group of
volunteers. We will see how it
goes and hopefully we will be
taking donations from the public
soon.
Our next sale will be October
18 and we will have a good
selection of both fiction and
non-fiction. The Disney-like line
will move much faster with our
new and improved flow!
— Lisa Esperti

Friends of SCPL bids farewell to the Rowlands
There was a large gathering in Niskayuna on September 3 for a car
parade to say thank you and farewell to Ellie and Gene Rowland,
long time Friends of the Library volunteers, as they prepare for their
next venture in life - a move to Virginia.
Words can’t express the gratitude the Friends have for the
dedication, hard work, and loyalty the two have shown over the
many years they have been involved with our organization. We will
miss you terribly and wish you all the best. Thank you, thank you,
thank you!
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Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!
Online Books

600 Union Street
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670
check our facebook page or
website for hours and
in-house specials
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Support SCPL while shopping from
the comfort of home! Check out
our amazing selection of books on
Amazon and DVDs on Ebay.
Via|Port Mall
93 West Campbell Rd.
Rotterdam, N.Y.
518 377-1928
Tuesday-Saturday
11 am-6 pm
Like Us on Facebook

