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Message from Library Director Karen Bradley
2020 is rapidly drawing to a close 
and everyone hopes that there are 
brighter days ahead in 2021!  

This is often the time of year 
that we pause to reflect upon 
all the accomplishments and 
highlights of the year.  Of course, 
this year has been like no other 
in our lifetime as we enter the 
ninth month of the pandemic.  It 
certainly has had an enormous 
impact on our library system.  I am 
proud of our library staff who have 
proven to be very resilient and 
have adapted to many new ways 
of doing things, and have served 
the public in a very different 
way through our Public Health 
Services Department and the 
COVID-19 Emergency Response 
Coalition.  

As we are entering a very serious 
phase of the pandemic, we expect 
that there could be more changes 

ahead.  Please visit our website at  
www.scpl.org for the latest 
information on our situation.

I am also very proud of our 
Friends of the Library volunteers 
who were eager last May and 
June to get back in to sort and 
sell books in order to generate 
much needed funds for our library 
system.  Plans for four socially 
distanced book sales were put 
into place and were incredibly 
well run.  Book donations have 
resumed and a core group of 
dedicated volunteers are here 
throughout the week managing 
those items, running the online 
store and the two brick and 
mortar stores.  

It is very evident that more help 
is needed for this very important 
effort!  As has happened at all 
organizations, not all volunteers 
have returned due to the 

pandemic and there have been 
long distance moves by some 
core, long term volunteers with 
the organization.  In order to 
keep the book sales going, there 
is a real need for volunteers who 
can help bring in the books from 
the loading dock to the upstairs 
quarantine area and to then move 
them out for sorting. If you know 
of anyone who can donate a few 
hours a week to this effort, please 
let the Friends know.  

Not only have book sales 
continued but the Friends have 
mastered virtual programming!  If 
you have not taken advantage of 
those programs yet, do so.

I hope you can stay healthy and 
find joy in some of the simpler 
things in life.  I can think of 
nothing better than stocking up 
on a pile of books to pass the time 
in the dark and cold days ahead!
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The Friends have done a lot to support the library 
during these past few months. We have managed 
to have five small book/media sales and the 
physical and online stores remain open.

The bookstores have expanded their hours to 
include Saturday and Sunday at the Whitney. They 
will stay open as long as volunteers are willing to 
work and the Governor allows us to remain open.

I am very proud of this organization and the willingness to volunteer 
during these times and to give back to the community in programs 
or in person in our stores. One of the most important jobs is that of 
our sorters, who deal with the vast amount of donations. Because of 
them, Online and the stores have been able to stay open and provide 
the community with books and the Friends with needed revenue.

It has been a difficult time, but I wish that the new year will bring 
a more caring, safer, kinder country where we celebrate our 
differences with our words and actions. 

— Charlene Roman

President’s Message

SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT BOOkS SANDWICHED IN
I would like to thank JoAnne Adams and Diane Leone for their 
many years of dedication to the Books Sandwiched In fall program. 
Through their expansive reading interests and hard work, they have 
brought numerous books and reviewers to our community. At this 
time, they have both decided to “retire” from BSI and pursue their 
other interests. I am so appreciative of the work they have done as 
well as the help and support they have given to me over the years. 
Now they can just read, read, read!

This puts the Fall Books Sandwiched In series in need of two 
volunteers who can take charge of finding and scheduling interesting 
books to be reviewed. Anyone who is interested, please contact me 
by email using “volunteer” in the subject line. In addition to filling 
the two vacancies for the Fall BSI series, the Noon Programs needs 
additional volunteers to help program at other times of the year. 
Without the participation of new volunteers, it will be difficult to 
continue programming at the level we’ve been accustomed to. 

My sincerest best wishes to Jo and Diane, and peace and joy to all 
during this holiday season.

— Geri Mulligan, Gemu179@hotmail.com

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775/
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Noon Programs
BOOkS SANDWICHED IN, WINTER 2021 — NOW ONLINE!
Find the Zoom links at friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/ 

Coordinated by Cathy Lewis

January 4 - Financial Exclusion: How 
Competition Can Fix a Broken System
Wright’s synopsis on p. 1 reveals his well-supported 
but unorthodox view: “This book is about financial 
exclusion, discrimination, and predation . . . Its 
main goal is to persuade readers, via an historical 
narrative informed by economic theory, that the best 
way to combat financial discrimination is through 
the encouragement of new entrants, not top-down 
regulation.” After describing the evolution of the 
complex U.S. financial system, he focuses on four 
groups discriminated against: African-Americans, our 
“First Peoples,” “White Trash,” and women. 
Book by Robert E. Wright, Presented by Brad Lewis

January 11 - Piglet’s Process: Process 
Theology for All God’s Children 
This critique will look at the content of this charming 
short book and the problems of the use of myth to 
explain things. This will be a good review for folks 
unfamiliar with Process Theology and a cautionary 
tale about the interplay of mythos and logos. 
Book by Bruce G. Epperly,  
Presented by Dr. Bill Levering

January 25 - Colors of the Mountain
In writing this memoir, Mr. Chen shares the intimate 
details of his struggles to succeed while growing 
up in China during Mao’s Cultural Revolution. His 
words have inspired readers to continue on their 
own journeys, no matter how difficult the road might 
be. The review will be presented as a tribute to this 
beloved Chinese American author. 
Book by Da Chen, Presented by Rosaline Horowitz

February 1 - The Deficit Myth
The Deficit Myth is a non-technical presentation of 
a version of economics called Modern Monetary 
Theory. That theory makes some very unconventional 
assertions: for example that “in almost all instances 

deficits are good for the economy,” that “the idea that 
taxes pay for what the government spends is pure 
fantasy,” and that, counter to what you may have 
heard, deficits do not crowd out private investment, 
do not put the U.S. at the mercy of China, and do not 
endanger the future of Social Security. The author, 
Stephanie Kelton, is one of the creators of Modern 
Monetary Theory, a Professor of Economics at SUNY-
Stony Brook, and an economic advisor to the Biden 
campaign team. 
Book by Stephanie Kelton,  
Presented by George Wise

February 8 - 
The Reconstruction Presidents 
In this work, author Brooks Simpson, a very 
well published author on the subject, looks at 
Reconstruction from the perspectives of Presidents 
Lincoln, Johnson, Grant, and Hayes. It deals with the 
nearly intractable, hopelessly thorny national problem 
of just how should America become one country again 
after a terrible Civil War without carrying the scars 
forever. Simpson looks closely into the manner in 
which these four presidents handled the re-knitting of 
the political and social national fabric and finds that 
their own personal styles had a great deal to do with 
their successes and failures. Simpson shines light on a 
poorly understood, but critical era of American history 
whose echoes can be heard today. 
Book by Brooks D. Simpson,  
Presented by Rob Dickson

February 22 - The Searcher
In this novel, Cal Hooper, after serving twenty-five 
years on the Chicago police force, begins a new 
life in Ireland, one he hopes is [will be?] marked by 
peace and ordinary routines. It is not long, however, 
before he is caught in a mystery that will test his best 
detective skills. 
Book by Tana French, Presented by Paul O’Brien

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/%0D
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/%0D
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RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS 

Benefactor - $200+
• Susanne & Robert Doyle
• Donal Early

Patron - $50-199
• Charles & Sally Bauer
• Naomi Bristol
• Phyllis Budka
• Alan & Valerie Catlin
• Cheryl Cufari
• Shirley DeBono
• Rudolph Dehn
• Gedia DeMaria
• Gail Denisoff
• Mary Fitzgerald
• Donald Gavin
• Diane Goldsmith
• Paula Ann Granger
• John & Lucy Halstead
• Ted Heisler
• Analine S Hicks
• John & Gail karl
• Peter & Leah kucera

• Ronald & Donna Lagasse
• Sylvia Lange
• Christine & William Lee
• Joe Leonardo
• Charles & Sharon Maneri
• Suzanne Mason
• Paul Meier
• Joy Nyman
• Michael & Susan O’Brien
• Carmel Rose Patrick
• Bill & Meme Pittman
• Allan & Carol Shartrand
• Austin & Martha Spang
• Alexandria Tamburello
• Francis Taormina
• kaela Wallman
• Mary White
• Harry & Sandra Willis
• Brian & Liz Yanoff

Supporting - $35-49
• Frederick & Sheelagh Baily
• L. Ann Bish

• Carol Cascio
• D Clarke Dimond
• Alden & Gay Doolittle
• Gerald & Beatrice Hahn
• Howard & Emily Hart
• Lois Isles
• Allison Lee
• Anne Marie McLaughlin
• Paul Mitchell
• David & Nancy Stuebner

New Members
• Victoria Cooper
• Janie & Richard Garnett
• Rosaline Horowitz & Neil Yetwin
• H. Susan Jeffords
• Elaine kennedy
• Stephanie Long
• Patricia D Mackenzie
• Jessica McDonald
• Elina Sarecha
• Frank Strauss
• Christa & Christian Willman

Membership News

WANTED: Retirees, Homemakers, 
Students, and Bodybuilders!
Seeking community members to support our 
library system as  volunteers with the Friends of 
the Schenectady County Public Library. 

Immediate volunteer opportunities include: 
transporting  books, online sales, working at  
book sales or store locations*. Heavy lifting for 
book transport is urgently needed.  

At home and special program volunteer 
opportunities are available as well. 

Please see our website at  
friendsofscpl.org/volunteer for more details. 

 *Membership is required to volunteer at the 
Whitney Corner Book Corner and A Second Look 
for insurance coverage purposes.

NEWSLETTER IN YOUR INBOx
Did you know you can receive this newsletter via 
e-mail? Reading all the news about the Friends of 
the Library can be just one click away!    If you’d 
like to change your delivery preferences, please 
drop us a line at friendslibrary12305@gmail.com 
and we will update our records.  Thank you!

BEAT THE SNOW CONCERTS
After much consideration, the Beat the Snow 
Concert Series will be treated much as we do 
the lectures at noon. These concerts will be on 
YouTube and members and the public will be 
informed on our Friends site and through Friends 
emails.  We have many of the usual groups, but 
there are always new groups coming into the fold. 
The concerts will begin in the middle of January.

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
https://friendsofscpl.org/volunteer
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
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GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP
Great Decisions is a series 
of group discussions about 
recent foreign policy issues.  
We meet on Tuesday mornings 
in February and March from 
9:30 to 11 am.  This year, due 
to Covid-19, we will use Zoom 
teleconferencing to meet 
remotely.  As we have discovered 
in the Friends’ Monday Noon 
Programs, Zoom allows 
audience participation, so we 
can have a highly interactive 
discussion as usual.

Great Decisions is sponsored 
by the national, non-partisan, 
Foreign Policy Association (www.
fpa.org). The FPA provides a 
video introducing the main 
issues, which is played during 
the first half hour of each 
meeting. The FPA also publishes 
a discussion guide, which 

contains a comprehensive, 
balanced 10-page review of 
each topic. The published guide 
is helpful, but not mandatory. 
Normally the guide is available 
for purchase in mid-January 
but we are not sure how we will 
distribute the book this year. 
More information will be made 
available by email and at https:/ 
FriendsofSCPL.org/programs/
Great-Decisions/

Previous members will be 
contacted by e-mail with details.

If you wish to be added to this 
mailing list please contact Fred 
Eddy - FredEddy7@gmail.com  
or 518-346-1683

Topics for the 2021 series are:
• Global Supply Chains and 

National Security
• Persian Gulf Security Issues

• Brexit and the European 
Union

• Struggles Over the Melting 
Arctic

• China’s Role in Africa
• The korean Peninsula
• Roles of International 

Organizations in a Global 
Pandemic

• The end of globalization?

FRIENDS TRIPS 
We’re starting to think of travel again with two trips scheduled for the fall of 2021. 

In September we plan to travel to the beautiful and surprising country of Poland. Our Collette 
representative offered a Zoom presentation describing the trip and answering questions in October. 

Links to that presentation, as well as one with detailed information 
about the trip, can be found on the Friends website:  
https://friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips/explore-poland/  

In November we will offer the postponed trip to America’s Music 
Cities (New Orleans, Memphis and Nashville).  Information 
about that trip can be found at: https://gateway.gocollette.com/
link/1044318 . A Zoom presentation for this trip will be  
scheduled soon. 

Registration is now open for both trips.  Feel free to contact us with 
questions about either trip at: scplfriendstrips@gmail.com

We are hopeful that we will be able to resume Friends day trips at 
some point in 2021.

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.fpa.org
http://www.fpa.org
mailto:FredEddy7%40gmail.com?subject=
https://friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips/explore-poland/
http://https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1044318
http://https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1044318
mailto:scplfriendstrips%40gmail.com?subject=
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website for hours and 

 in-house specials
 

www.whitneybookcorner.org

Via|Port Mall 
93 West Campbell Rd. 

Rotterdam, N.Y. 
518 377-1928

Wednesday-Saturday
11 am-3 pm

Like Us on Facebook

Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!

Online Books
Support SCPL while shopping from 
the comfort of home!  Check out 
our amazing selection of books on 
Amazon and DVDs on Ebay.

http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fme%3DA2O7OMANTP3OGM%26marketplaceID%3DATVPDKIKX0DER
http://www.ebay.com/str/friendsofscpl

