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A Second Look Bookstore Celebrates Two Years!
On February 12th, A Second Look 
Bookstore marked our second 
year at ViaPort Rotterdam. 

Due to the pandemic, we were 
unable to celebrate so we had 

a one-day sale to show our 
appreciation to our customers. 
They are the ones that turned our 
six-month trial into a successful 
store.

A Second Look has been a great 
companion to our first store, the 
Whitney Book Corner, that has 
been on the corner of Clinton and 
Union for almost 19 years and is 
still going strong.
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As we start the new year it has been good to see 
that the Friends have continued to keep offering 
quality programs to the community. 

Geri and her team have done a great job doing the 
Noon programs via Zoom. 

Jan Walz, with Doug Bixler’s assistance, provided 
a very professional and entertaining concert on 
YouTube with the musicians of Ma’alwick.

The Great Decisions discussion group is to begin again by Zoom on 
Tuesday mornings in February and March.

This organization has been able to continue to provide thought-
provoking and entertaining content outside of the library for all.

The stores are open and doing well. We will stay open as long as 
we have books to sell. Hopefully the library will be open to us in 
the near future. There is more stock at A Second Look that will be 
distributed evenly to both stores.

Thanks to the store volunteers, we are weathering this pandemic. 
Their willingness to work during this is to be commended. They 
are not our frontline workers or first responders but they are 
volunteers who are willing to work with the public to get books into 
the community and to help fund the library programs and for that i 
thank them.

— Charlene Roman

President’s Message

BeAT THe SNOW CONCeRTS
The Beat the Snow concert series continues thanks to all of our local 
performers giving of their time and talents. 

View the schedule and get the link to view the concerts at  
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/winter-concert-series/

• March 7  SUNY SCHeNeCTADY ALUMNi PLAYeRS

• March 14  MUSiCiANS OF MAALWYCK

• March 21  eMPiRe STATe  YOUTH ORCHeSTRA

• March 8  QUiNTOCRACY WiNDS

• April 4  MALCOLM KOGUT AND SOPRANO -easter music

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Schenectady-County-Public-Library-198426253569775/
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/winter-concert-series/
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Noon Programs
Find the Zoom links at friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/

SCieNCe TALKS 
Coordinated by Geri Mulligan

March 1 - Why on Earth, go to Space 
The International Space Station (ISS) has been continuously 
inhabited by astronauts for over 20 years. What do the 
astronauts on the ISS do all day? They exercise a lot! 
They do science - to help us get to the Moon and Mars, 
but also to benefit people on Earth. From 3D printers, 
to pharmaceutical research, to studying showerheads, 
astronauts are working on things to help improve our 
everyday lives. Recently, they also got to start having 
a little fun by working on photoshoots of products for 
advertisements for major companies!
Presented by Dr. Molly Mulligan of Space 
Commerce Matters

March 8 - Bats of New York: Their Darkest 
Hour 
Although there have been bat researchers in NY since the 
1930s, the first serious effort to monitor their populations 
began in the late 1970s. All trends for all species were 
positive, until that snow covered day in March of 2007 when 
the DEC survey crew reached the entrance of Hailes Cave 
in Thatcher Park. Little did they know, as they turned on 
their helmet lights they were about to be the first witnesses 
to what may be the largest, and most rapid, die-off of wild 
mammals ever recorded. Join us for the ongoing story and 
for the lessons it teaches us. 
Presented by Alan Hicks, retired specialist for DEC

March 22 - Celebrating 31 years with the 
Hubble Space Telescope
The Hubble Space Telescope, NASA’s first Great 
Observatory, launched in April of 1990 and has been going 
strong ever since. Astronomers from across the globe 
have utilized Hubble to make discoveries related to stars, 
galaxies, exoplanets, and the early Universe. To date, 
there have been over 10,000 scientific papers published 
using Hubble data, making it one of the most prolific 
astronomical endeavors in history. This talk will cover a 
brief history of the Hubble Space Telescope and explore 
some of Hubble’s most amazing and recent discoveries. 
Presented by Dr. Valerie Rapson of SUNY Oneonta 
Please note: This talk will run from 11:55-12:50

BOOKS SANDWiCHeD iN 
Coordinated by Richard Alben and Paul O’Brien 

March 29 - Moby Dick
Find out why Moby Dick is on every list of the 10 best novels 
of all time. This fascinating adventure story puts you aboard 
a ship with a cast of colorful well-drawn characters you will 
grow to love, hate and never forget. The themes of duty, 
ego, cowardice, and friendship resonate and endure. 
Book by Herman Melville,  
Reviewed by Bob Wakeman

April 5 - How to Hide an Empire : a History of 
the Greater United States
This fascinating book traces the history of the United States’ 
influence from its colonization of overseas possessions to 
a new sort of influence, post World War II, based on culture 
and innovations. The book reveals forgotten episodes that 
cast American history in a new light. 
Book by Daniel Immerwahr, Reviewed by Fred Eddy

April 12 -  Baseball in Schenectady
For a city that has never had an MLB team, Schenectady 
has a rich and storied baseball tradition. Join Schenectady 
City Historian Chris Leonard as he traces the highs and lows 
of professional baseball in Schenectady from rounders in 
the early 19th century, through the Schenectady Dorpians, 
the Mohawk Giants, the Schenectady Blue Jays, and MLB 
players from Schenectady County.
Presented by Chris Leonard

April 19 - Lights Out: Pride, Delusion and the 
Fall of General Electric
Lights Out explores GE’s “swift and sudden fall from grace.” 
Hunter will add insight and historical context gleaned from 
his experience as curator of the GE collections at MiSci. 
Book by Thomas Gryta and Ted Mann, 
Reviewed by Chris Hunter

April 26 -Say Nothing : A True Story of Murder 
and Memory in Northern Ireland
This book is an epic account of the conflict in
Northern Ireland between the Catholics and Protestants 
from the 1960s through the 1990s. The complexities of 

(continued on page 4)

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/%0D
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ReNeWALS AND NeW MeMBeRS 
Benefactor - $200+
• Wendy & Walter Berninger
• Gail Girvin
• Charles & Debra McCambridge
• Cynthia & Herb Shultz

Patron - $50-199
• Stephen & Roberta Berk
• Wonja & Jeff Brucker
• Meisha Rosenberg
• Lisa & Robert esperti
• Jamie Gearon
• Bernice izzo
• Stanley & Claudia 

Jakubowski
• Pat & Chris Jones
• Brian & Roberta Kelly
• Andrew & Phyllis Kulmatiski

• Stephen & Ann Kulmatiski
• Michelle Ostrelich & Howard 

Schlossberg
• Anita Paul & David Gerhan
• Kristina Philip
• Beverly Provost
• Sylvia Raushi
• Norrine & Ted Thompson
• Donald Thurston
• irene Wickham

Supporting - $35-49
• Alex & Walda Chestnut 

Brownstein
• Julia eddy & Dan Mayer
• Paul & Deborah O’Brien
• Alexandra & Stephen Schmidt
• Nancy Stopera

New Members
• George Thomas Braden
• Pamela Madej

DONATiONS
Jean & John Churchill
Nancy Curran
John C. and Susan K. 
Hubbard Foundation
Benjamin & Meena Lee
Rotterdam Branch Library
In Honor of Scott Filer
• Suzanne & Douglas Babcock

Membership News

GReAT DeCiSiONS
The 2021 season of the Great Decisions Discussion 
Group is halfway over, but it’s not too late to 
join.  Contact Fred eddy for more information 
(Frededdy7@gmail.com), or visit the Friends of 
SCPL website.  

NOON PROGRAMS (CONT) FRieNDS TRiPS 
We have two trips scheduled with Collette for the 
fall: 
• Poland, September 18-29 and 
• America’s Music Cities (New Orleans, Memphis 

and Nashville) November 7-14. 

We had a Zoom presentation on February 11 with 
our Collette Representative, Colby Yeaton, to 
update us on Collette’s commitment to safe travel, 
present an overview of both trips and answer any 
questions you may have about either trip.  

You can find a link to the Zoom presentation on 
the Friends website:  https://friendsofscpl.org/
literary-trips/

Feel free to email us at scplfriendstrips@gmail.
com with any questions you may have about 
either trip.

We are hoping to resume our Friends day trips 
as soon as we can safely travel and venues have 
reopened. 

- Gail and Sue

the times are illustrated through history, politics, and 
biographies of people on all sides showcasing complicated 
moral dimensions. 
Book by Patrick Radden Keene, 
Reviewed by Patti Rand

May 3 - Looking Back Looking Beyond
This collection of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry looks 
at the past and at the guides, communities, and art that 
helped provide light for the road ahead. You will learn what 
serendipitous event allowed the author to overcome his 
fear and see the movie “Silence of the Lambs,” the four films 
that he would choose to be on his Mt. Rushmore of films, 
and how eight golfers in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, 
narrowly managed to escape Hurricane Florence. 
Book and review by Paul O’Brien

http://www.friendsofscpl.org
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/great-decisions/
https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/great-decisions/
https://friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips/
https://friendsofscpl.org/literary-trips/
mailto:scplfriendstrips%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:scplfriendstrips%40gmail.com?subject=
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Friends of SCPL Annual Meeting
TUeSDAY, APRiL 6, 2020 AT 6:30 PM

Join us for our first ever virtual Annual Meeting! Pour yourself a favorite beverage, gather a few 
appetizers, and click on or call in!  We’ll have a short business meeting to elect a new slate of Directors 
and then socialize a bit!  It will be great to “see” our Friends again!

Elections
Officers
• President - Charlene Roman
• 1st Vice President - Norrine Thompson
• 2nd Vice President - Jamie Williams-Peterson

• Secretary - Chris Witkowski
• Treasurer - Shirley DeBono

Directors (for an initial three-year term)
• Andrea Herman  

Andrea started at Crandall Public Library in the 
Reference Department in 1989 and was promoted 
through the years to the Head of Adult Services. She felt 
it was time to retire in 2019 with the plan to spend more 
time with her grandchildren and travel. COVID changed 
her plans but she found a great place to use her skills 
at the Whitney Book Corner and as a shipper for online 
book sales. She also volunteers at Young Families, an 
organization that provides support for parents with 
young children.

• emily Hough  
Emily started volunteering at her local library when she 
was twelve, and there she convinced the head librarian 
to start a young adult book collection. After graduating 
from St. Thomas Aquinas College in 2012, she joined the 
Peace Corps. She lived for two years in an Indonesian 
village, teaching high school students confidence as 
much as she taught them English. Emily is a storyteller 
who loves adventures, art projects, geocaching, and 
recommending a good book. She is a volunteer at the 
Whitney Book Corner and A Second Look Bookstore. 

• Janice Walz 
Jan is a retired teacher of the gifted.  She has always 
been involved in the arts of the Capital Region, serving 
on the boards of many of the local leagues of arts. 
She has sung with the Octavo Singers, SLOC, Classical 
Theater Guild, Not-So-Common Players, OPPS (Our Own 
Productions), and various church choirs. Walz has also 
been very active in local church and civic organizations.  
She has participated in the Friends Beat the Snow 
Concerts for Octavos and SLOC and took over the 
programming for the series in 2015.

Join the Annual Meeting on your computer or mobile device:
The direct link to the meeting will be available at www.friendsofscpl.org. You can also access the 
meeting via the Zoom app or zoom.us/join, using Meeting ID 340 506 1738 and Passcode 682539.

Join the Annual Meeting by phone:
Call +1 929 205 6099*. 

You will be prompted to enter the meeting iD. enter  340 506 1738, followed by #.

if the meeting has not already started, you will be prompted to enter the host key to start the meeting, 
or to press # to wait if you are participant. If you get this prompt, press #.

You will be prompted to enter your unique participant iD. This only applies if you have already joined on 
the computer or a mobile device or are a panelist in a webinar. Press # to skip.

You will be prompted to enter the meeting passcode. enter 682539, followed by #.

*This is the call in number for NY and the surrounding region. If you will be dialing in from out of the region, 
you can look up your local dial-in number here: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb2IuuSv16

mailto:friendslibrary12305%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.friendsofscpl.org
https://zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb2IuuSv16
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 in-house specials
 

www.whitneybookcorner.org

Via|Port Mall 
93 West Campbell Rd. 

Rotterdam, N.Y. 
518 377-1928

check our facebook page 
or website for hours 

Like Us on Facebook

Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!

Online Books
Support SCPL while shopping from 
the comfort of home!  Check out 
our amazing selection of books on 
Amazon and DVDs on ebay.

http://www.whitneybookcorner.org
https://www.amazon.com/s%3Fme%3DA2O7OMANTP3OGM%26marketplaceID%3DATVPDKIKX0DER
http://www.ebay.com/str/friendsofscpl

