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The Friends get together while staying safely apart
The Friends of SCPL had its first
ever virtual annual meeting via
Zoom on April 6. Friends President
Charlene Roman welcomed
everyone attending the meeting
on their computers and by phone.
Library Director Karen Bradley and
SCPL Board of Trustees President
William Levering presented
remarks lauding the Friends
for the amazing work that the
organization has done to continue
to raise funds for the library and
safely provide programming
for the community despite the
barriers that the pandemic has
thrown at us all.
The Friends had a spectacular
year of online programming,
socially distanced booksales,
and running the bookstores and
online stores with modifications
to keep volunteers and shoppers

safe. Learn more about everything
that the Friends accomplished in
2020 in the Annual Report on the
Friends website.
The membership approved the
annual report, the nominated
slate of Officers and Directors,
and the non-Board members to

the nominating committee. After
adjourning, many of the members
stuck around to catch up. While
we look forward to seeing each
other in person when it’s safe to
do so, it was still amazing to see
so many friendly faces on the
computer screen.

President’s Message
Happy spring!
I’m sure everyone is anxious to move forward from
winter toward a spring renewal.
The library and branches have reopened again.
The stores are restocked and doing well. Online
sales is up and running. So there are plenty of
books available to read while enjoying the spring
and summer weather.
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We have experienced a year of firsts for the Friends. All of our adult
programs have been offered virtually. They all seem to be having
great success using Zoom or YouTube. All of our board meetings
have been through Zoom. Though I am looking forward to having
board meetings in person. I truly miss the personal interactions of
face to face meetings.
I hope by late summer, we will be able to get back to some of the
things that we did before and do them even better. Enjoy your
summer and stay well.
— Charlene Roman

Book donations Resume
Friends of SCPL is once again accepting book donations at the KBJ
Central Library loading dock 9 am to noon Monday to Saturday.

Newsletter in your INbox
Did you know you can receive this newsletter via e-mail? Reading
all the news about the Friends of the Library can be just one click
away! If you’d like to change your delivery preferences, please drop
us a line at friendslibrary12305@gmail.com and we will update our
records. Thank you!

We want to keep in touch
Please let us know about any change of address or email by emailing
folmembernotice@gmail.com or mailing your updated info to:
Norrine Thompson
Membership
Friends of SCPL, Karen Johnson Library
99 Clinton St
Schenectady, NY 12305
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Programming Updates and Recaps
Spring Book Sale Coming Soon
Not as Big as in the Past, but LOTS of Books!

With more and more people
getting vaccinated against
COVID, the Friends of SCPL
are ready for a slimmed down
version of our popular Spring
Book Sale. We’ll follow the CDC
guidelines for social distancing,
with face coverings required at
all times. Check the Friends’
website at friendsofscpl.org for
any last minute changes.

will be $1; children’s paperbacks
and board books will be $0.50.
Grab ‘n Go bags filled with 4”x
7” paperback books (labeled by
category) will also be for sale for
$5. All books will be half-priced
on Sunday.

The sale will run on Saturday,
June 5 from 9 AM- 2 PM, with a
half-price sale on Sunday, June
6 from 10 AM- 2 PM. Don’t forget
to bring your reusable bags. On
Saturday, adult, young adult
and children’s hardcover books

We’ll be expanding the sale
into the McChesney Room and
lobby, in addition to the outdoor
tables around the library, so
that we’ll be able to offer fiction,
nonfiction and children’s books.
There will be fewer tables set
up in order to maintain social
distancing which means fewer
books for sale than at our preCOVID book sales.

Friends Trips

•

Discovering Poland September 18-29, 2021.
Complete information and
itinerary can be found at
https://gateway.gocollette.
com/link/1027657

•

Discover America’s Music
Cities (New Orleans,
Memphis and Nashville)
- November 7-14, 2021.
Complete information and
itinerary can be found at:
https://gateway.gocollette.
com/link/1044318 This trip
was rescheduled from 2020
but open to all.

by Gail Denisoff and Sue Crawford

With vaccines becoming more
available and restrictions easing,
we hope to resume Friends
day trips in 2021 as venues
begin to open to groups. In
the meantime, we have three
trips currently scheduled with
Collette Tours. Collette monitors
guidance provided by the CDC,
WHO and the US Department
of State daily so as to operate
within the most current
guidelines to ensure safe travel.
Information for all three trips
can be found on the Friends
website (https://friendsofscpl.
org/literary-trips/) and below.
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•

Join in the fun of volunteering
at the book sale. Most shifts are
only 2 hours and will give you
a chance to scope out the free
book you earn as a volunteer. If
you’d like to help, contact Cheryl
Nechamen at fscplvolunteer@
gmail.com. Because of Dave
Bradley’s exceptional organizing
skills, we can skip setup on
Friday. We do need help
bringing books down from the
2nd floor and setting up on
Saturday morning from 7-9 AM
and volunteers to be cashiers
and to monitor customers on
Saturday and Sunday and for
cleanup on Sunday (2-3 PM).

We will be scheduling a Zoom
presentation for this trip
soon. Complete information
and itinerary can be found at:
https://gateway.gocollette.
com/link/1035319. This trip
was rescheduled from 2020
and open to all.
Collette provides a complete
refund for any trips that are
cancelled. Cancelled trips will be
rescheduled.
If you have any questions
please contact Gail and Sue at
scplfriendstrips@gmail.com.

Springtime Tulip River
Cruise through Holland and
Belgium - April 21-29, 2022.
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Science talks

Zoom saves Great decisions!

The science talk that was cancelled on March 8 has
been rescheduled for May 10. Please join us for the
last Noon Program of the season. We will return in
September with more book reviews and talks.

The Great Decisions Discussion Group on foreign
policy met each week in February and March
this year, in spite of the pandemic! We used the
subscription to Zoom provided by the Friends of
SCPL and were able to play videos and conduct a
discussion with full audience participation. Snow
days and cold weather didn’t pose a problem, and
the attendance reached a record of 49 participants
in two of the meetings!

Coordinated by Geri Mulligan

by Fred Eddy

May 10 - Bats of New York: Their Darkest
Hour

Although there have been bat researchers in NY since the
1930s, the first serious effort to monitor their populations
began in the late 1970s. All trends for all species were
positive, until that snow covered day in March of 2007 when
the DEC survey crew reached the entrance of Hailes Cave in
Thatcher Park. Little did they know as they turned on their
helmet lights, they were about to be the first witnesses to
what may be the largest, and most rapid, die-off of wild
mammals ever recorded. Join us for the ongoing story and
for the lessons it teaches us.

We had great conversations about Globalization,
China in Africa, Brexit, the two Koreas, and much
more! Participants shared experiences in other
countries and we even had one attendee currently
living in Denmark! In future months, we hope to
have additional meetings on topics of our own
choosing. Look for notices in the Friends’ email
blast, or at https://friendsofscpl.org/programs/
great-decisions/.

Presented by Alan Hicks, retired specialist for DEC

Find the Zoom link at
friendsofscpl.org/programs/noon-programs/

End of the Year Thoughts on noon programs
by Geri Mulligan

I am pleased to say however, that additional
members have joined the committee. We look
forward to scheduling more book reviews as well
as history and science talks starting in September.

This year has been a year of growth and surprises.
In September we began providing our programs
via Zoom. The coordinators and presenters
all learned as we went along. The stabilizing
force that made everything run smoothly was
Doug Bixler at the library. Doug managed our
technology and took part in moderating the
question and answer portion of our programs. At
first, many of our reviewers and speakers were
unfamiliar with presenting through Zoom. It didn’t
take long before most everyone became familiar
with interacting virtually as this seems to be a way
of life now. I am grateful to the members of the
Noon Programs committee for their commitment
to our library community, and their hard work in
putting together these programs.

The following people make up our committee for
the next year (and longer I hope):
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you to everyone who generously gave their
time and talents as presenters. Also, thanks to the
Friends for their support and participation. We
hope to get back to the McChesney room and be
together again. When that happens, we will try to
provide a hybrid program so we can be live and on
Zoom for those who prefer that model.

I want to give special thanks to JoAnn Adams and
Diane Leone for the many years they planned the
Fall BSI series. These two wonderful Friends are
now moving on to other projects. I will miss them.
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Bill Levering and Jack Rightmyer, Fall BSI
Bill Buell, November history month
Cathy Lewis, Winter BSI
Bill Burdick, March science month
Rich Alben and Paul O’Brien, Spring BSI
Geri Mulligan, programming occasional weeks
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Beat the Snow Concert Series Recap
By Janice Walz

Incredible. Teamwork. Amazing.
All words that describe this
year’s Beat the Snow Concert
Series sponsored by the Friends
of SCPL and presented on
YouTube on Sunday afternoons.
First off, it was incredible that
we were able to offer the three
month concert series under such
difficult circumstances. No one
was allowed in the McChesney
Room and all performers had
to record themselves and send
the material to Doug in a timely
manner. Sometimes, this meant
gathering several players in a
large enough space to play wind
instruments and not put anyone
in danger.
The Teamwork between all
those involved was smooth
for the most part. Once in a
while, we were not sure which
concert was going to play on
Sunday as a technical glitch

had happened, but then things
straightened out. We were able
to run all the concerts with the
support of Doug Bixler and the
musicians. Another part of the
team were Charles Richardson
and Shirley DeBono watching
the paperwork and finances
since this was the first year—and
what an appropriate year—that
we paid the musicians a small
honorarium for their efforts.
And, finally, Amazing. Our
concerts are always good, but
this year some of them were
outstanding. New material from
Musicians of Ma’alwyck about
the Suffrage movement in this
celebratory year of women’s
voting. The Quintocracy Winds
performing background music to
a new book by John Gray. New
music from the Etude Club and
music to calm our frayed nerves
by Bien Baez and Roseanne

Hargrave. And closing the series,
Easter music with newcomer,
Linda Cramer, and Malcolm
Kogut. I could, and probably
should, mention each and
every player who supported this
program. But I would ask you to
go to the Friends’ Beat the Snow
site and listen to the performers.
That is a better tribute to their
good work. Although we usually
have on average 70+ people for
each concert, with the ability to
put the concerts on YouTube for
weeks, we have had viewings
of 153, 176, and even 245.
Amazing.
How does this change what
we do for next year? We hope
to continue the taping of the
concerts from the McChesney
Room using appropriate
equipment to do a proper job.
We hope to continue bringing
events that brighten people’s
days during the mid-winter and
offer opportunities for local
players to meet their audiences.

Musicians of Ma’alwyck

Rosanne Hargrave &
Michael Clement

Bien Baez with friends

May/June 2021

5

friendslibrary12305@gmail.com

Membership News
RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS
Benefactor - $200+
•
•
•

George C & Joan Gould
Leonard Herman & Guido
Loyola
Wayne & Cynthia Schneider

Patron - $50-199
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tina Chericoni-Versaci
Art & Ruth Clayman
Tim Coakley
Cheryl Cufari
Nancy Curran
Maya Dhinesh
Brian & Toni Doherty
Randy Fine
Jo Freedman
Danielle & Steve Gray
Christine Anne Katchmar
Scott Kilbourn & Diane
Bengtson-Kilbourn
Isabel & Steven Krempa
William Levering
Julie B. McDonnell
William McColl

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Robert Nottke
Donna Pace
Carmel Patrick
Johanna Petersen
Karen Schell
Lawrence & Jennifer Schmidt
Shawn Shultz
Debra Story
Peter & Diana Weinberg
Carol Wilber
Harry & Sandra Willis
Kathryn Ylvisaker

Supporting - $35-49
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

David & Carol Furman
Sandra Kaminiski
Harald Pels
Dotty & Pete Sheehan
Jack Underwood
Holly Vellano
Kate & John Vrtiak

New Members
•

Portia Alston

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carol Atkins
Marsha Brower
Janice Brownell
David Cheesman
Michael Diffley
Melissa Engler & Howard
Halstead
Matthew Fitzpatrick
Heather Gray
Carol Hyde
Burk Ketcham
John & Latefa Lang
Barbara Lewis
Veronica & Dan May
Steven McCutcheon
Lois Radke
Jeannette Robb
Brenda Schworm
Twila White

Donations
Eric & Georgiann Holm
Network for Good

Help Wanted
Seeking community members to support our
library system as volunteers with the Friends of
Schenectady County Public Library.
Immediate volunteer opportunities include:
transporting books, online sales, working at book
sales or store locations*. Heavy lifting for book
transport is urgently needed.
At home and special program volunteer
opportunities are available as well.
Please see our website at
friendsofscpl.org/volunteer for more details.
*Membership is required to volunteer at the
Whitney Corner Book Corner and A Second Look.

May/June 2021
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In Memory of Sam Wait
by Christine Witkowski

The Friends of SCPL first learned of Sam Wait’s love of the library several years ago when he answered
our call for personal stories of library memories (Tell Us Your Story, Nov./Dec. 2013 Newsletter). But it
was when Friends president Charlene Roman received a call from a financial advisor telling her of Mr.
Wait’s death on January 23, and his wish to remember the Friends with a bequest, that we suspected his
appreciation for our library might be expressed a little more than through fond memories.
Mr. Wait was an Associate Dean of Science at RPI and served as Acting Dean of Science on three separate
occasions. He received numerous honors from the college, including the Outstanding Faculty Award in
1988. His wife, Carol, shared his love for libraries; having earned a master’s degree in library science, she
became the Serials Librarian at the Capital District Library Council. The two were long time members of
the Friends, joining as benefactors in 1971.
Sam’s library story, reprinted below, will now be expanded to include a whole new chapter for the
Friends. His very generous donation will firmly memorialize his devotion and appreciation for the library
he loved so much.

Sam’s Library Story

“My first job was as Page Boy Third Class at the
Brandywine Branch of the Library. Theoretically, all
I could do was shelve books that had been returned
by borrowers. The librarian in charge at that time
was Miss Adele Brown (Hopefully I have her name
correct.) However, she went home for dinner leaving
me alone in the Library for a while. During that time
I checked out books and even tried to answer some
reference questions. One I remember well was from
a boy who wanted to know about ‘boondoggle’, a
material for making a lanyard out of thin plastic
fibers. I was able to point him to the Boy Scout
handbook which had the answer. If I remember
correctly I was paid $0.35 per hour for this part time
job in 1948 or 1949.”

May/June 2021
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Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!
Online Books

600 Union Street
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670
check our facebook page or
website for hours and
in-house specials
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Support SCPL while shopping from
the comfort of home! Check out
our amazing selection of books on
Amazon and DVDs on Ebay.
Via|Port Mall
93 West Campbell Rd.
Rotterdam, N.Y.
518 377-1928
check our facebook page
or website for hours

Like Us on Facebook

