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A Successful Fall Book Sale
Was there something under
there? It seemed to me that
there must have been because
so many people were on their
hands and knees looking under
the table. So after the crowds
had thinned, which was not until
about 1:00 in the afternoon, I
got on my hands and knees and
looked too.
This happened at the Fall Book
Sale that was held October
2nd and 3rd. There were great
deals to be had, and the crowds
appreciated it by spending
$15,139, on par with prepandemic book sales.
The book sale committee did
another outstanding job of
getting everything together
and creating an avenue for the
community to get books in its
hands so that everyone can

enjoy the benefits of reading.
The selection was impressive,
with books from every category
imaginable for adults and
children, along with CDs, DVDs,
and audiobooks, all at prices
affordable for everyone.
We had plenty of volunteers
from that same community to
help us too. Employees from
MVP, students from the ROTC
program in Schenectady, library
staff, our bookstore workers,
members of the Rotary, relatives
of our committee, Union College
students, and members of the
community each provided us
with the help we needed with
just a coffee, a cookie, and a
free book for all their effort. (I
will say that the cookies were
outstanding!)

After exhaustive searching on my
part to find what everyone had
been looking for under the table,
I found a really great book titled,
“The Man Who Mistook His Wife
for a Hat”.
A huge thanks from the book
sale committee to all the great
helpers.
-Lisa Esperti & Cheryl Nechamen

President’s Message
August turned out to be a very crazy month for
me. I went into the hospital to have a left knee
replacement and within 2 days of coming home
I was back in the hospital desperately needing a
quadruple bypass.
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The Friends working together kept our
organization going as usual. I do want to mention
a few people who took the lead in my absence.
The first is our VP, Norrine Thompson. Norrine took over in my
absence, running the August board meeting and attending the
Trustee meetings.
Robin Eddy took over the day to day running of both bookstores,
going over and above to make sure the stores were stocked, culling
was done, there was adequate coverage and having some very
successful sales.
Chris Witkowsk made calls concerning the Whitney’s status. Charlie
Richardson got Ray Gillen from Metroplex involved. And the whole
search committee of Robin Eddy, Chris Witkowski, Marcie Wielt, and
Emily Hough have been staying on top of our search for a new store
front.
I want to thank you for all the acts of kindness you have shown me,
meals, cards, calls, flowers and encouraging, thoughtful notes. They
meant everything to me. I am proud to be associated with such a
wonderful group of people that make up the Friends of the SCPL.
— Charlene Roman

Photos from the Book Sale
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November/December Special Events & Around the Library
Adult Programming is back! Be sure to check in on Eventkeeper for events. You can expect to see
live, virtual, and hybrid programs with grab and go kits. Programs will work toward meeting patrons’
educational, informational, cultural and recreational needs.
Seating is limited. By Schenectady County mandate, masks must be worn by all, at all times in our
buildings, no matter your vaccination status. Patrons are asked to observe social distance.

Young Musicians
Forum
November 14
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm
McChesney Room
Central Library

Young Musicians Forum and
Schenectady County Public
Library present Vladimir
Rumyantysev in concert. Mr.
Rumyantsev will be making his
third appearance with the Young
Musicians Forum concert series.
He has given solo recitals at
prestigious venues throughout
the world and has also won
prizes in many international
competitions. His program
will include Beethoven’s
“Appassionata” sonata and
works by Tchaikovsky and Liszt.

Adult Coloring
Night

Adult coloring nights are the
perfect opportunity to unwind
by yourself or with friends. Bring
your own coloring books or use
our fun stash of books, pens,
markers and colored pencils.
Sorry kiddos, this one is just for
the grown-ups! Ages 14+

December 14
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
McChesney Room
Central Library

Reels Film Series
Wednesdays at noon
McChesney Room
Central Library

November/December 2021

November 3: Dream Horse (2020)
November 10: Just Mercy (2019)
November 17: Minari (2021)
November 24: Singin’ in the Rain
(1952)
December 1: Cruella (2021)
December 8: The Breakfast Club (1985)
December 15: On the Basis of Sex (2018)
December 22: Storm Boy (2020)
December 29: Luca (2021)
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Noon Programs
A Series of Free Talks — Now in person and online!
This year the Noon Programs will be offering a hybrid program. We are happy to be able to be in the
McChesney Room as much as possible, but will sometimes be virtual only when the McChesney Room
is not available or we have scheduled a speaker who is not local. If you want to join us virtually, you will
find the Zoom link in the Events calendar on the library website, and the Friends website friendsofscpl.
org. November programs were coordinated by Bill Buell, and December by Geri Mulligan.

History Talks

College, he has written numerous articles on
various topics for the Schenectady County
Historical Society, and is also an authority on
Moses Viney, a free black man in Schenectady in
the 19th century.

Nov. 1: Marilyn Sassi talks about Proctors

A local historian, educator and chair of the
Proctors History Committee, Sassi will talk about
the landmark Schenectady theater created during
the heyday of vaudeville. A long-time resident
of the Stockade in one of the oldest houses in
the city, Sassi has been a museum curator at
the Schenectady County Historical Society and
been on the adjunct faculty at Schenectady
County Community College and Hudson Valley
Community College. A Schenectady native, Sassi is
also an authority on folk art and antiques.

Nov. 22: Jack Aernecke in conversation with
Schenectady County historian Bill Buell

Aernecke retired in 2007 after 42 years in the
broadcasting business, the last 35 with WRGB,
CBS-6. Born in Central Bridge in Schoharie
County, Aernecke graduated from Notre DameBishop Gibbons High School in Schenectady
Nov. 8: Dave Pietrusza, the presidents,
before continuing his studies at Siena College.
He anchored Channel 6 coverage of the Sept. 11
baseball and Amsterdam
An Amsterdam native and U-Albany grad, Pietrusza terrorist attacks from New York City; he visited
retired as a state worker in 2007 but had become a Albany’s sister city of Tula, Russia, for a series of
nationally-recognized author long before that with stories, and he co-hosted WRGB’s annual Labor
books about baseball and the presidents. His 2007 Day Muscular Dystrophy Telethon with colleague
Liz Bishop.
work, “1920: The Year of the Six Presidents,” was
named one of the best books of the year by Kirkus Nov. 29: Don Ackerman talks Schenectady
Reviews. His most recent book, “Too Long Ago,”
politics
came out in October of 2020 and tells the story of
A former high school history teacher and
growing up in Amsterdam.
Schenectady County legislator, Ackerman will
Nov. 15: Neil Yetwin talks about
be discussing his new book, “The History of
Schenectady Politics.” A native of Syracuse,
Mordecai Myers
Ackerman grew up in New Berlin and attended
A Springfield, Massachusetts native, Yetwin is a
retired history teacher at Linton/Schenectady High SUNY-Oneonta where he also earned his masters.
He moved to the area to begin teaching history
School, where in 1989 he was named winner of
at Niskayuna High School in the late 1960s, and
the Louis B. Yavner Award for teaching about the
quickly became immersed in local politics, serving
Holocaust and Civil Rights. In 2013, he produced
as Schenectady County Democratic chairman in
a book on Schenectady Mayor Mordecia Myers,
the 1970s.
“To My Son: The Life and War Rememberances of
Captain Mordecai Myers.” A graduate of Springfield

November/December 2021

4

www.friendsofscpl.org

Books Sandwiched In

Dec. 6 - Virtual Only: Where the Stork Flies

This story is about Kat, who is at loose ends after
her husband ditched her and their daughter
followed suit. When a lost time traveler appears in
her Pennsylvania kitchen, she grasps at the chance
to give her life meaning by helping the woman
find her way home. Slipping through a portal to an
1825 Polish village, Kat meets her own ancestors
and discovers how her own mistakes have derailed
her life. There will be no in-person attendance on
this day.
Book by Linda Wisniewski; Presented by the author

Dec. 13: The Brain Had a Mouth: Lucy Gwin
and the Voice of Disability Nation

path into activism after an automobile accident
left her with a brain injury. More than just a
publisher, Gwin fought against corruption in the
rehabilitation industry, and much more.

This engrossing biography provides an intimate
portrait of author, journalist, disability rights
activist, feminist, and founder of Mouth magazine,
Lucy Gwin. It details how she forged her own

Book by James M. Odato; Presented by the author

More Books and happy customers at the Fall Book Sale

November/December 2021
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Friends Trips

Programming Updates
Beat the Snow Concert Series

Tis the season for cancellations
- at least where travel is
concerned. Due to the changes in
EU regulations and uncertainty
about travel abroad, we have
postponed our Poland trip. The
new dates are September 24 October 5, 2022. Information
about this trip will be available
in a few weeks and we hope
more people will be interested in
joining us on an exciting tour of
this beautiful country.
Due to a low number of
registrations, our October 20th
day trip to Old Sturbridge Village
has been cancelled. We hope
the current health situation will
improve so we will be able to
offer a day trip in the spring.

The Beat the Snow Concert
Series will be presented in
January through March, as it has
for over a dozen years. We hope
to have live audiences in the
McChesney Room to support the
players, but that will depend on
the conditions and rules at that
time.
As last year, the shows will
be taped and sent out to our
audiences. As of now, we have
almost a full roster of players,
including our most popular
groups such as: The Musicians

of Maalwyck, singers Roseanne
and Bien with Michael Clement
as accompanist, Donald Hyman
(who seems to be everywhere
these days), Schenectady Light
Opera Company, and young
musicians showing off their
potential. We are fortunate to
have such talented and willing
players in our area.
Watch for the full schedule in
the next newsletter. If you have
anyone interested in playing, let
Janice Walz know at jmdwalz@
nycap.rr.com ASAP.

On a positive note, 22 Friends
will be leaving on November 7
for our Music Cities trip to New
Orleans, Memphis and Nashville.
“Laissez les bon temps roulez!”

November/December 2021
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Membership News
RENEWALS AND NEW MEMBERS
Donations
Benefactor - $200+
•
•
•
•

Richard & Susan Baker
Miriam W. Butzel
Robert & Susanne Doyle
Priscilla & Lawson Harris

Patron - $50-199
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barbara Armstrong & Robert
Coppola
Marsha Brower
Wonja & Jeff Brucker
Serena & Paul Butch
Valarie & Alan Catlin
Carl Filbrich & Christy Multer
Diane & John Goldsmith
Karen & James Gonda
Emily & Howard Hart
Sylvia Kaarto
Dawn S. & John Knutson
Bill & Christine Lee
Arlene & Jack Maranville
Michelle Ostrelich & Harold
Schlossberg
Linda Post
Donald Riggs
Joseph & Karen Schell
Mary Scicchitano & Gerry
Fuschino
Dale Steenburgh

•
•

Barbara Vivier
Lucinda & Thomas Willemain

Supporting - $35-49
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In Memory of Jennifer
Schmidt
•
•
•

Norm Ainslie
Doreen Bozenski
Carol Cascio
Randall & Kathleen Dartt
Eileen Eldred
Nancy Stopera
Joanne & Peter Tobiessen
J Richard & Ann Wyles

Weldon & Ellen Bell
William & Donna Richards
Micha Suggs

Rotterdam Branch Library

New Members
•
•
•

Natalie Deso
Brenna Galligan
Christine Rapella

VOLUNTEER with the friends
Online Books

Join our top-rated Amazon and eBay Selling team. eBay Assistant
needed to review DVDs for quality, correct/completeness; clean and
inspect; sort, shelve, and help with inventory. Training is provided.
Contact Online sales at bookwormt14@gmail.com

Other Volunteer Opportunities

For other volunteer opportunities, including working in the
bookstores, send an email with your name, email and phone
number to frndsvols@gmail.com.
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

Stock up on great books for unbelievable prices!
Online Books

600 Union Street
Schenectady, NY - 518.377.4670
check our facebook page or
website for hours and
in-house specials
www.whitneybookcorner.org

Support SCPL while shopping from
the comfort of home! Check out
our amazing selection of books on
Amazon and DVDs on Ebay.
Via|Port Mall
93 West Campbell Rd.
Rotterdam, N.Y.
518 377-1928
check our facebook page
or website for hours

Like Us on Facebook

